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AUTHOR'8 PREFACE 

ISOHLi has always been dear to Théo- 
dore Leschetizky's heart. Every sum 
mer, for forty-two years, he has retumed 
to this smilingvalley, nestling amid snow- 
crowned moantaiiis, so beantiftd, and for 
him so full of memories. Dnring onr long, 
delightfol walks together, it has been my 
privilège to hear many channing épisodes 
of the great artistes life, many a little anec- 
dote, forcibly bronght back to his mind by 
the sight of old familiar spots, and related 
with characteristic cleamess of thought 
and expression, as though they had oc- 
curred but yesterday. Passing before a 
small, handsome old house on the Frauen- 
gasse, he smiles sadly and says : ^'How long 
ago it ail hapx>ened ! This is where they 
bronght me to play for Marie Louise." 
He shows me the place where his parents 
lived ; then, pointing to a distant hillock 
xvii 



xviil ATJTHOB'S PBEFAOE 

baihed in simset glory, he recalls the 
chlldish games played on its grassy slopes. 
And as we drink in together the loveliness 
of the soene; a great sensé of this old man's 
nsefolnessy of the part he has played in 
life, steals over me. 

Lesohetizky was writing^ at the time, a 
séries of twelve piano pièces entitled 
"Scènes of My Youth.'' It occnrred to 
me that what he set down in mosic I 
might put down as memoiis. When one 
has a distinguished brother-in-law whose 
name has sonnded throngh the whole mu- 
sical worid, one naturally desires to talk 
of him a little, especially as so much has 
been recklessly reported with so little 
foundation in &ct. 

My readers will see that I hâve not en- 
tered into i>sychological disquisitions^ so 
much in vogue with some authors at prés- 
ent. I hâve endeavored merely to state 
facts as they are^ to note the daily inci- 
dents matdng up a life through which, 
in my estimation, the best character study 
can be made. It has been my object to 
portray a many-sided nature truthfully, 



AUTHOE'S PEEPACE 

to delineate its virtues^ and also its fruits. 
My long ycars' friendship with Lesche- 
tâzky^ and the acqnaintance existing for 
générations between my hnsband's fieunily 
and MSy hâve combined to place me in a 
most favorable position for introdncing to 
a larger world the master's personality^ so 
lovable in spite of many foibles. The pos- 
session of his diary has greatly facilitated 
my task. From it I hâve drawn the ne- 
cessary facts and dates ; and this présent 
volnme may^ I tmst^ find vaine in the 
reader's eyes as an anthentic acconnt of a 
celebrated man's life, written from inti- 
mate knowledge^ and given^ in great part^ 
in his own words. 




ISGHL, September, 1901. 



OUSZTNT, 

TAprOfUNL 
XJmt JIIm JUnooto * 

I oertiry tliat the tnuuilatloB of my book, 
** Théodore Leeehetisky.'' ham been doue at Ol- 
■syny, in oor home lai GalidA, ead tfaaft the ^ecy 
lest erenlng of the aeren weeka thet yoa were 
hère, yon reed to me what joa hed trenrieted, 
•ad I hed my own maanaeript in the haad and 
oontroUed aU orer. Ton ramember, dear MiaB 
Linooln, how yon sat on the llttle low chair 
eloM to me and had to fead slowly what yon had 
wxitten, and I acknowledged that ererythlng 
waa preeiae aad tme, and jnat the aame aa in my 



Yon may diqKMe of the woTk aa we hâve aet- 
tled between na ; tiiat meaaa, do thinga at yonr 
own oonTonienoe. I tnut in yonr abiUtiea. 

With many embraces, sincerely yonn, 

G»- AJKûtiM POVOCKA. 
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CHAPTEK I 

The Potocki palace ai Lancnt— Joaef Leechetkky ap- 
pointed mnrio-master to the yonng oonntenes— Hls 
marriage and the birth of Théodore — Barly recolleo- 
tions — Hia musical début ai the âge of flve— Dordo'a 
love for the head steward and the gmesome legenda he 
told. 

rpHEODOEE LESZETYCKI (orLescheJ; 
X tlzky, as the name is now spelled)i wbsV 
bom on June 22, 1830, near Lemberg, Po-j^ 
land, on an estate belonging to a yonnger 
branch of the Potocki family. like 
some great lion couchant, jealously 
monnting gnard over his domain, the 
castle of Lancut spreads its massive 
length on a richly timbered plain. Be- 
sides the private seigniorial apartments, 
the buildings include a picture-gallery, a 

1 To make its correct pronundation more évident to 
foreigners. 
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theater, and nearly two hondred guest- 
chamberSy magnifioently decorated and 
Inxorionsly fnrnished; bearing witness 
to the liberality of its hospitable owners, 
whose vast wealth, seconding hereditary 
taste^ has made Lancnt a véritable trea- 
snre-honse, rich in antique poroelains^ 
bronzes, and other works of art Like ail 
onr great Polish familles, the Potocki 
hâve jealonsly guarded the chronicles and 
traditions of their race, setting forth the 
part they hâve played in the tragic his- 
tory of onr beloved and once— yes, still— 
glorions land. 

The présent is full of sadness for our 
country— the future is with God I and we 
hâve the past to look back upon— the past, 
so ftill of inspiration even in its most sor- 
rowftal moments. Whenever two or more 
Pôles meet, the conversation is sure to turn 
on the one subject vital alike to high-born 
lord and lowly peasant— the point where 
ail social distinctions disappear; and we 
weep together over the fatal mistake by 
which Uie weak and beautiful Ponia- 
towski, sent to Bussia as a mère envoy. 
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came back to us a5 king, ihe first step 
toward Poland's downfEdl. The treach- 
ery of Catherine II^ her unscrapulous use 
of her handsome tool; Frederick II's 
ready acquiescence^ and Maria Theresa's 
enforced consent to Bnssia's infiunons 
plan are known to ail. The "Victim of 
Christendom" was forced to accept her 
cruel destiny, the white eagle bent his 
noble head, François de Sales Potocki gave 
up his hopes of wearing a kingly crown, 
and Poland, torn and di vided by her victo- 
rions assailants, lost her political identity. 

The Potocki retired to their vast estâtes^ 
where they continued to live like mon- 
archS; with almost absolnte power. 

In the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century, Count Alfred Potocki and his 
noble, somewhat haughty sponse (née Prin- 
cess Czartoryska) made their chief rési- 
dence at the Castle of Lancnt. Hère they 
were surrounded by their children— a 
highly gifted son, Alfred, and two dangh- 
ters, Jnlie and Sophie— and a large honse- 
hold, which, besides numberless servants 
and retainers of lesser degree, comprised li- 
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brarians, readers, governesses, and masters 
for différent branches of art and science, 
and amongthem the celebrated aquarelliste 
WillibaJd Bichter, and other distinguished 
men, whose society made a sojonm at Lan- 
çât as charming as it was improving. 
Moreover, evcry variety of ontdoor 
amusement was provided for the inmates 
of the castle, horseback-riding, hunting, 
and picnicking foUowing one another in 
gay succession. Count Alfred gave great 
Personal care and attention to the éduca- 
tion of his children ; and believing that his 
daughters had attained an âge when their 
musical studies required the guidance of 
an expert teacher, he applied to the great 
fpedagogue Karl Czemy, requesting him to 
t send one of his best pupib as music-master 
to the young countesses. Czerny recom- 
mended Iieschetizky, strongly advising 
the latter to accept the situation, at least 
Ifor the summer. Josef Leschetizky, father 
^ Théodore Leschetizky, was born in 
Nestolitz, Bohemia, on March 19, 1801. 
rSi musician by natural gifts and inclina- 
/ tion, he had studied law with the intention 
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of following it as a profession^ belîeving 
it more substantial and remunerative. 
Mnsic might perhaps hâve played a sec- 
ondary part in Josef Leschetizky's life, 
had it not been that at the time of Gount 
Alfred's proposition, considérations of a 
very différent nature came to coanterbal- 
ance those snggested by worldly prudence, 
appealing to him with such force that the 
stemer advantages of a légal career were 
unheeded. For, in the close vicinity of 
Lancut resided a lady whose charms 
had played havoc with the young man's 
affections and résolves. Thérèse von 
Ullmann was one of those peculiarly fas- 
cinating women who, in early youth, seem 
made to draw men giddily on to the brink 
of despair ; but who later prove that they 
hâve in reality led them safely to a haven 
of rest, where their gentle, unobtrusive 
ministrations of physical comfort and en- 
lightened advice are the source and chief 
élément of content in the home, and their 
happiness seems to touch ail who hâve the 
good fortune to come even remotely within 
their influence. The TTllmanns, notwith- 
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standing their German name, are txue 
Pôles, established for centuries in Galicia, 
where they bear titles of nobility in récog- 
nition of their signal services as first im- 
porters of the Si>anish sheep (merino) into 
Polw^ Tbe Potocki enconraged the 
mnion between Leschetizky and the hand- 
/some Thérèse; the yoong couple were 
(married at Lancut, and established in a 
wing of the castle. Of the flrst three years 
of Théodore Leschetizky's life I hâve 
foond no chronicle ; but his memory takes 
np the thread before his fonrth year. ^'I 
was only three years old when my sensi- 
tiveness to musical impressions became 
évident. My favorite playgroonds were 
the grass or gravel walks immediately 
nnder the Windows of the rooms where the 
mnsic-lessons and practising went on. I 
soon leamed to distingnish between the 
playing of the two young countesses. I 
preferred listening to the elder, Julie^ who 
was more diligent than her sister. She 
played sélections from the works then in 
vogue, especially transcriptions and &n- 
tasies by Thalberg from the then very pop- 
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nlar Bellini opéras. When I was taken 
into thc house, my litUe brain swarming 
wlih thèse mélodies, I ezperienced a wild, 
tormenting désire to reproduce them. 
This, however, was a difficult matter, as 
my father, fearing that I might be tempted 
to poiind on it, regnlarly locked the piano 
when not in use, and carried away the key. 
The instrument was an old-fashioned np- 
right clavecin, and I discovered that by 
dnbwing the green silk cnrtains that pro- 
tected the lower mechanism, I could work 
the hammers from below and make the 
strings respond. Seated on the floor under 
the keyboard, I thns made my début and 
eamed my first applause f for my mother's 
heart was filled with joy at recognizing the 
airs that her little ^Dorcio' soon leamed 
to pick ont in this nôvel fieishion. Seeing 
giy^eagerne ss, she final ly_persuaded my 
father to give me lessons. I was "tKëiî 
abouTïïVe years old, and my progress was 
so rapid that my father decided to bring 
me out, and I made my entrée in the 
drawing-rooms of the best families of the 
neighborhood." 
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Among Leschetizky's earliest definite 
recollections is his frienâship for Goont 
Alfred's head steward, on whom rested the 
chief responsibility for the estate's man- 
agement—Pan Stechlinski, a man of ex- 
alted patriotism, absolute integrity, and 
wide capacity. "I loved him/' says Théo- 
dore, ^^for his kind heart, his jovial laugh, 
his clear blue eyes, his sonbomt £ek^, his 
blond, martial mustache, and that pecn- 
liar magnetism by which some men reach 
the innermost recesses of child nature. 

"Stechlinski was a fréquent visitor of 
ours, spending the long winter evenings in 
oar comfortable qnarters at Lancut, where 
by the bright lamplight near the cheery 
log fire he wonld relate many an incident 
from the history of Poland, in which he 
was well versed, dwelling with spécial 
emphasis on ail that bore relation to the 
ancient honse of Potocki, of which he could 
never say enough : of the splendid mar- 
riages with the différent royal Êunilies of 
Enroi)e 5 of the six Potocki who held of- 
fice as Hetman Wielko ko vonny 5 1 of their 

1 Suprême duke, or leader — a military title. 
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wealth and influence y of the nnmerous 
chnrches and monasteries bearing the arms 
of thèse munificent founders. Then, in a 
foll, rich voice, Stechlinski would intone 
some current folk-song (in which I would 
instinctively join), and sing of the prowess 
of the Potocki in wars to which they led 
their private armies against Turks and 
Swedes ; of their high deeds of valor, of 
which pictures and pOpular prints, still 
seen on the walls of the humblest cottage, 
as on those of the richest palace, testify to 
the national pride in the Potocki name. 
And as the night wore on the génial story- 
teller would launch into weird family taies 
to which a régal state lent magie color, and 
where cruelty and tyranny played their 
gruesome part. One story has remained 
deeply graven on my mind— that of the 
stem François de Sales Potocki, surnamed 
King of Little Bussia : at whose court a 
severer than royal étiquette prevailed; 
whose household included représentatives 
of the most aristocratie familles of the 
provinces, glad to serve so great a lord, 
even to pouring ont his wine at table ; who 
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ncvcr entered or left lis own park withont 
the blare of tnimx>ets; and whose dire 
cruelty to his daoghter-in-law is a blot on 
the history of the race. His son lovcd a 
lady of the neighborhood, noble, but be- 
neath a Potocki's ambition. The hanghty 
magnate discovered the secret marriage ; 
he ordered the young woman to be seized 
in the dead of night and borne off to a 
convent. His sinister innuendo, that her 
condition on reaching her destination was 
a matter of no conséquence, was under- 
stood. The unfortunate Countess Ger- 
tmde, smothered with her own bedding, 
was wrapped in agreen silk petticoat and 
thrown into a pond. The spring thaws re- 
vealed the tragedy. And so on, many a 
blood-curdling taie ! 

"Then, seeing that his stories were màk- 
ing too painftd an impression on my sen- 
sitive young mind, Stechlinski would turn 
to pictures of customs 5 telling us of the 
stately Wojewoda :^ who would condescend 
to accept no gentleman's hand to assist her 
in getting out of her carriage, but deigned 

1 Wilé of the govemor of a province — a ciyil title. 
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to sapx>ort her elbow on his closed fist ; 
who exercised such vigilance over her 
maids of honor that she kept two âwarfi 
to spy on their condnet I can remember 
conceiving a deep disgust for thèse tiny 
servitorS; lodging in a pasteboard house in 
one of the rooms of the palace^ and slip- 
ping noiselessly abont in a dainty i>olice 
nniform. Eavesdropping was their chief 
occupation^ and they reported the slightest 
coquettish indiscrétion to their mistress, 
who did not hesitate to snbject the fair 
offenders to the hmniliating chastisement 
of the rod." Pan Btechlinski's audience in 
the simple home circle listened intently 
while the hours flew by, and Dorcio^s bed- 
time was usually long past before he could 
be persuaded to say good night and retire ; 
and when his fond mother came to see if 
he were asleep^ the warm little arms would 
be about hei! neck, and in her car a whis- 
pered question as to the probable destiny 
of such wicked, powerful tyrants. 

Sometimes^ in the absence of the âunlly^ 
Stechlinski would take the boy to the 
armory, explaining the use of the différent 
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weai>ons, even affording him the occasional 
exquisite delight of handling a blade and 
adventuronsly thrusting its point throngh 
the meshes of a suit of armor, standing 
upright and forbidding near the door. 
Dory (as his father called him) bestowed 
on Stechlinski his heart's love and his 
mind's appréciation, f oUowing delightedly 
wherever he was led. And the pictnre- 
gallery, with its long line of family i>or- 
traitS; the stern warriors in ail the panoply 
of war, the proud ladies with the ouUand- 
ish head-dresses and wonderfnl flowered 
damask costumes! -The boy's dreams 
were full of thèse : the ill-starred Komo- 
rowska^ whose melancholy story he Jknew 
by heart^ and whose midnight assassination 
Med his uncompromising young rîght- 
eousness with a thirst for revënge; the 
magnificent Sophie Célice,^ the wonderfnl 
Greek, the shoemaker's daughter risen to 
the State of Ck>untess Potocka, whose love- 
liness^ inspiring a noted painter, has been 



1 A ilftve, boaght on the mvket by Wltte, a ] 
gênerai, her flrat hnaband. It bas been aaserted that her . 
second hnsband, Oonnt Potooki, won her from Witle at 
cards. 
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prodnced and reprodnced till her great ^ 
childlike eyes look down on thousands of 
homes in both hémisphères. 

The impressions received in the seignio- 1 
rial snrroondings of Lancat; where tra- ! 
ditions and legends had become a part of \ 
daily life, hâve left their mark on Lesche- i 
tizky's mind and hâve affected his entire.^ 
personality ; and to them may in part be 
traeed the formation of that spirit of the 
past withont which no modem artist ean 
lay daim to catholicity of thonght or feel- 
ing. Wandering silently about the msy es- 
tic pUe; listening eagerly to scattered bits 
of romance and chivaby^ and on slender 
fonndations of fact rearing marvelons édi- 
fices of fiancy, the dreamy child was uncon- 
scionsly evolving the mnsician and the 
man. 

In the meantime the count's danghters 
were growing up and the family began to 
si)end thewinters in Vienna. "Welived," 
says Leschetizky^ ^4n anold honse on the 
Dreîhnbergassey No. 13. * Among onr inti- 
mâtes were a certain Bourger family, and 
freqnently my father and mother took me 
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along when ihey went to spend an evening 
with thèse charming people. After snp- 
-peTy senred in Yiennese fashion at eight 
o'docky the grown folk sat down to inter- 
minable games at cards. I had a fast 
friend in Herr Bonrger's mother^ a dear 
old lady with a sweet round face framed 
in gray curls. Shé wore spectacles^ and a 
cap trimmed with lace. I well remember 
that room with the light^ ruffled draperies, 
so différent from those of to-day, and the 
great old-fashioned clock. Before settling 
down to his game, the master of the honse 
sometimes bronght me a collection of 
handsome colored engravings ; and, seated 
on the carpet, I examined them with the 
keenest interest Though usually half 
susleep in the depths of her arm-chair, 
Mme. Boorger took pleasnre in answering 
my questions. Borne of the pictures fas- 
tened themselves on my imagination : the 
sailing of Christopher Columbus, the 
priests blessing the flotilla ; then an océan 
scène with a far-away faint shore-line— 
America^ the old lady told me ; the ^Mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew/ and as Mme. 
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Bourger explained that it was the Gatho- 
lic party persecutiDg the Protestant, I 
cried ont, ^Why, they are still at it!' a 
remark which, from my childisli lips, 
seemed to astonisli every one. Another 
p lctnre impressed me deeply—the portrait 
of Charles I of England, who was decapi- 
tated by Cromwell (as I can remember 
afterward relating to a youthM compan- 
ion) ^forhavingbeen naughty."' Butas 
the evening wore on the pietnres be- 
came fainter^ the child fell asleep, his 
head on the open pages of the big book. 
And so his parents nsually found him 
when, the love of the game temporarily 
satiated, they rose to get ready for the 
home journey. 

Dreihnbergasse was not then within the 
city limits : there were no electric cars or 
rapid transit of any klnd ^ and from the 
Bourger résidence it was a long, cold walk 
for the tiny boy, waked from his warm nap 
before the bright fire and uncomfortably 
bundled up in his wraps j a weary way, 
the wind whistling in the trees, the six- 
year-old lad silent and unconsciously nés- 



20 THEODOEE LESCHETIZKY 

iling up to his mother sus they passed a 
stretch of tall grass and bushes toward 
wMcli he gazed fearful, yet cnrions; of the 
fiajitastic shapes sure to loom np in the 
uncertain light. 



CHAPTER n 

Summera spent in Galida— Hnmors of post-tntYeling — 
Mme. Leschetizka*! hats and the polite briffanda— 
Easter aeason ai Lanont — " Great doings *' in the oastle 
Idtchens — The trained lithnanian bear and his domes- 
tio duties— Leachetizky'B regard for Jews— He reada 
Goethe and Schiller at aeyen — Patemal tyranny — His 
flrst love— Prince Mettemich*B snpper. 

THE sum mer j nopths were spent in 
G^îcia,, Leschetizky' saysl "Before 
leaving Vienna, my parents nsually hired 
a large carriage called a herlina; and in 
that we traveled, our Inggage strapped 
on at the back of the conveyance. We 
journeyed by day, resting at night in the 
inns along the road. The trip lasted from 
ten to fifteen days." 

Thèse jonmeys hâve remained a charm- 

ing memory in Leschetizky's mind. No 

doubt the excitement of changing horses 

at the différent stations, the pleasnre of 

21 
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nnloading the well-stocked provision-bas- 
kets and picnicking in the carriage,assumed 
the importance of events in the vivid im- 
agination of the child^ with young nerves 
superior to fatigue. As a matter of feu^t, 
post traveling, still existing in parts of 
Bnssia, offers many advantages over the 
swifter but more prosaic railroad travcl. 
To enter an express-train and arrive at 
one's destination without having had the 
pleasure of looking forward to a séries of 
unforeseen incidents, may be more in har- 
mony with a business âge, but certainly 
lacks the flavor of the sometimes very ad- 
venturous traveling of the past. More- 
over, the necessity of stopping ovemight 
in wayside hostelries is of great value to 
any one wishing to study the divers aspects 
of rural life. 

Viewed from the standpoint of strict 
deanliness, the Tcarczma (Oalician inn) 
cannot be held up as a model. The tired 
traveler, however, manages to sleep better 
than certain livelier occupants of his bed. 
Mine host is frequently a Jew. He waits 
on his guests himself; and spares no pains 
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to make iheir sojoum under his roof 
endurable. He has not many rooms to 
dispose of—two or three at most. The 
curtaiiis lay certain cMms to élégance and 
are apparently fresh, the walls relatively 
dean, the floors less so ; and thongh the 
Jew at first insists that the sheets and pil- 
low-slips are fresh from the laundering, he 
may be bronght to admit, if eonfronted 
witii accusatory creases, that a colonel— 
only one— haSy indeed, slept on them. 
Above the bed hangs a tapestry from 
whichnightmare-inducing lions and tigers, 
with wide*open jaws, stare down on their 
victim. A traveler's dressing-case is by no 
means a luzory, a number of indispensable 
toilet articles being freqnently wanting at 
the inn. A wash-bowl is furnished ; but 
the ewer is omitted— one décanter of water 
being considered qoite sufficient for ail 
bathing pnrposes. According to Lesche- 
tizky's testimony, stopping in hamlets of 
no geographical importance, where one 
could get lodging in a cabin, was, on the 
whole, qoite as comfortable. Of this he 
says : ^^In the morning, after a good night's 
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rest in the coarse sheets amid a pile of soft 
pillows, I loved to lie lazily awake, watch- 
ing the warm sanlight dancing throngh ihe 
small Windows on the flower-pots, of vari- 
ons shai>es and sizes^ipictnresqnely gronped 
on the sill. The road, where dncks and 
pigs dispnted territorial rights and the 
privilèges of the mnrky pool of water be- 
fore the door, was also of ahsorbing inter- 
est. A knodk preceded the entrance of 
the rosy -ËEtced peasant girl, who^ after kiss- 
ing my mother's hand, begged for orders 
relative to breakfast. The arrivai of the 
hissing samovar hastened my rising and 
dressing opérations^ my prospects bright- 
ening as I saw my mother, after making 
the tea, bring from her capacions basket 
an assortment of comforting viands^ which 
she daintily spread on a white napkin near 
the smoking nm. An honr later we were 
roUing on the well-kept pike toward the 
next station." 

The disadvantages of post-traveling are 
amnsingly illnstrated by one of Lesche- 
tizky's anecdotes : " We were halting ; the 
driver^ ail excitement; appeared before ns. 
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breathlessly announcing that our Inggage 
vas stolen—the ropes had been eut and 
everything taken. My poor mother was 
in despair. What should she wear dnring 
the sommer f And her beautifol bats, of 
whieh she was so proudî Everything 
lost ! We were only a short distance from 
Briinn^ so drove there immediately to no- 
tify the police, attributing the theft to a 
party of Gipsies whom we had met on the 
road. Our compMnt filed, we eonsoled 
ourselves as best we could and made a 
brave effort to forget the whole thing." 

But they had not heard the last of it, as 
the sequel will show. The property of 
Mme. Leschetizka's father ac^oined Lan- 
cut, and the visits to Przeworsk, with at- 
tendant rides on his grandfather's horses 
and ponies, were chief among Dorcio's 
sxmimer pleasures. The old man and the 
boy were united by bonds of the liveliest 
sympathy ; they mutually respected and 
confided in each other. I can see the little 
lad, perched on a very high horse, his 
small legs stretched ont over the animal's 
broad back,— precariously so for juvénile 
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dignity,— his sonl exalting in the contem- 
plation of green pastnres and rich wheat- 
fields, with a certain lordly sensé of owner-, 
or at least i>artnershipy his mind bent on 
agricnltnral questions as propounded by 
his grandsire, striving to understand and 
especially to hâve it evidenced that he 
nnderstood; for Dory has always been 
somewhat his own hero, always wiUing to 
enUst worshipers, and at Przeworsk he 
was sure to find a delighted audience and 
spontaneous applause. 

Alas! those golden summer days! 
They flew by ail too quickly^ and little 
Dorcio's first heartbreak was soon to corne. 
One night he woke suddenly trom a sound 
sleepy calling out with a great weight on 
his heart : ^^ You know, mama^ grand&ther 
is dead!" Mme. Leschetizka^ supposa 
ing that her boy was merely the victim 
of a nightmarc; took him in her arms^ 
and tenderly caressed him, till she suc- 
ceeded in soothing him to sleep. But the 
nightmare proved to hâve been a presen- 
timent Early next moming a servant 
from the UUmann résidence brought the 
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news of his master's sndden death. The 
old man had expired dnring the night. 
That summer was a dreary one for ail, 
Mme. Leschetizka inconsolable and in 
deep monming. 

But to return to the stolen-finery story, 
and in Leschetizky's words : "In the feU, 
after our return to Vienna, we received an 
officiai summons, citing my father, mother, 
and the maid to appear in court. I was 
left alone at home, my mother having 
wamed me to be a good boy in her absence 
and attentive to ail her recommendations, 
especially as to keeping the doors closed. 
I hâve never known how long my parents 
were absent, but, at any raté, when they 
retumed they rang without obtaining an 
answer. They rang again and loudly; 
still no response. The door was tightly 
locked and apparently bolted on the in- 
side. Much agitated, my mother sent for 
a locksmith ; but when he arrived he de- 
dared that the key was evidently on the 
other side of the lock and that nothing 
could be donc. Some one proposed fetch- 
ing a ladder and dimbing into the apart- 
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ment from one of ihe Windows giving on 
to the inner conrt Alas ! I had been too 
prudent— the Windows also wcrc locked. 
fTothing remained bat to break a pane and 
draw back the bolt^ thns giving ingress to 
the whole party. They foond me lying 
on the sofieu They ealled, but could not 
rouse me. My mother, now fully con- 
vineed that I was dead, gave up to despair ; 
but my father bent his énergies toward 
reviving me. Under his vigorous treat- 
menty the chief featnre of which, no doubt^ 
was a good shaking, I woke from my 
strangely sound sleep^ opened my eyes and 
rubbed them^ without in the least realiz- 
ing what had occurred. My parents em- 
braeed me^ and soon we were ail enjoying 
a good laugh over a spirited account of the 
ingénions method of effecting an entrance. 
I leamed that the Gipsies were^ as we had 
surmisedy the guilty parties, and that some 
of our luggage had been rccovered. The 
thieves had indeed shown a certain consid- 
eratiou; carrying off only what they cared 
to use themsclves. My mother's hats 
they had courteously left behind, safely 
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bnried in the woods— but without the 
formality of boxes ! You may imagine 
what a State they were in." Théodore stiU 
laughs heartily at the recollection of tiie 
long fiaiees he saw on that occasion. 

Among the many other recollections of 
Lancnt, my brother-in-law has freqnently 
described the préparations that were al- 
ways made for Easter. "I well recoUect 
the great goings on in the castle kitchens 
and in my mother^s. It is cnstomary in 
Poland^ at Easter-time, to bake différent 
kinds of delicious cakes, snch as haba^ 
plcuiMy mazurhi (a national cake made of 
nnts and fmits), and also a qnantity of 
marchpane. The table, groaning nnder the 
weight of cold méats, ham^ a boar's head 
stnffed and beribboned, wines, liqnenrs, 
and confectionery, is beantifuUy set, and 
trimmed with brightly colored eggs and 
flowers. When ail is ready, the priest 
comes and blesses the whole. At that time 
neighborly calls are ezchanged ; indeed, a 
nnmber of persons who ordinarily do not 
call— physicians, notariés, employées, and 
others; provided they be known at ail— arc 
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then received. A visitor has soarcely ar- 
rivcd when hc is oonducted to the well- 
fdmished board; and a hard-boiled egg is 
broken into four parts, and eaten as a sym- 
bol of peaoe. Then ttie master and mis- 
tress of the honse offer their guest, and 
themselves partake of, other dishes to 
express good will. In Bnssia it was cns- 
tomary for àll, men and women alike, to 
embrace, saying, ' Jésus is risen.' But now 
the salutation is pronounced without the 
kiss, which has fallen into désuétude ex- 
cept with the middle and lower classes. 
After that every one eats as much as he 
can of everything. TJsuaUy a number of 
ihese calls are made in a day ; and, as it is 
considered discourteous to refuse refresh- 
ment in any house, many persons suffer 
severely from indigestion after a few 
days, and are reduced to an invalid diet. 
Nevertheless, every one rejoices and every 
housekeeper takes great pride in her 
^blessed spread' (called BénU, on account 
of the priest's bénédiction), and gives up 
her time to the préparation of the festival." 
Speaking of thèse préparations, a very 
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active member of some Bussian and Polish 
honseliolds might be mentioned : I mean 
the trained Lithuanian bear^ who at Easter 
and at ail bnsy times distingulshes himself 
in the oulinary department. Everybody 
has a hand in his éducation ; bnt he is an 
apt pnpil and assimilâtes ail théories. 
Under the cook's instruction, he learns 
to handle the mortar, poonding sngar, 
nnts, and almonds to satisfactory fineness. 
Seated on a chair near the kitchen table, 
he fulfils this dnty with an eamestness and 
stolid philosophy amnsing to witness : nor 
are his déprédations of sufficient impor- 
tance to warrant his dismissal from service. 
He may indeed forget his fortitnde in 
présence of a tnmblerfùl of cognac intended 
for flavoring a pudding ; but he is, in the 
main, considerate, for he takes it down at 
a gulp and does not break the glass. He 
tums the spit, incidentally buming his 
paws ; for in this case he is again not al- 
ways absolute master of himself and can- 
not resist an occasional reaching after the 
delicious dripping fat. The house watch- 
man teaches him the use of the double 
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wood-saw; and he manages his end of the 
tool as skilfnlly bs a man. Becognizing 
the dignity of labor, he stands erect while 
workingy and^ with a stont yoke from 
which hang two buckets over his shonlders^ 
proves a conscientious and efficient water- 
carrier. On wash-days he bears away the 
soapsnds and brings fresh water from the 
river or spring, balancing his weights by 
the use of his paws and never mistaking 
one pail for the other. If a small boy sac- 
cnmb to the temptation of throwing peb- 
bles or dirt into his fresh- water snpply, 
Bmin growlingly empties it, bnt always 
refiUs it patiently, till he sncceeds in 
bringing a clear bncketftil to the honse. 
He carries billets of wood for the fires, ac- 
cepts any borden put npon him, and^ when 
he has faithfnlly performed his alLotted 
tasks, goes qnietly oflf and sits down on the 
kitchen steps to await farther orders^ and 
the dainty titbits that his good condnct 
has led him to hope wiU supplément his 
ordinary feed of oats and gmel. Show him 
a rope, he understands that he mnst to the 
woodpile ; his yoke, and he is prepared to 
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start for the water's edge. Esteemed for 
his intelligence^ he is also respected for his 
strength; esi>ecially by the knee-breech- 
wearing yonngsters^ who know fall well 
that pranks at the expense of their hairy 
Mend are best indulged in from a safe dis- 
tance. If well treated by the children he 
grateftdly redprocates with clomsy dém- 
onstrations of affection ; while for dogs he 
has only contempt, his occasional playfcQ 
condescensions being received with dis- 
tmst by the canine contingent of the 
honsehold. 

But I hâve intermpted Leschetizky's ac- 
connt of his Easters at Lancut. '^It was 
yacation-time for the children^ who were 
alway delighted to assist in the kitchen, 
peeling and grating almondS; shelling nnts^ 
whipping cream, etc. The work was car- 
ried on with the greatest zeal and energy^ 
the delightfcQ prospect of continuai tasting 
only adding zest to the labor. Idke other 
children, I used to help my mother in the 
manufacture of her goodies. I remember 
an incident which occurred in my seventh 
year. I was sitting on a low stool, busily 
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engaged in sorting and picking off the 
stems of a heap of raisins. My mother was 
maJdng marchpane, when Jacob, an old 
Jew who freqaently came to ihe castle on 
business and never failed to walk over to 
our qnarters to call, entered our kitchen. 
After saluting my mother respectfuUy; he 
stood silent for a few minutes, then re- 
marked in his drawling Oriental accent : 
^I see, madame, that yoa are qnite bnsy 
making good things ; yon will bave a fine 
festival.' My mother, who was fond of 
Jacob on accoont of his good nature and 
wit, answered : ^ You might àlso bave your 
shiu% in this same festival if you wouM 
believe in the Son of Qod and be baptized.' 
The old Jew shook his head ; then, with a 
malicious smile : ^ Why should I believe in 
the Son, since the Father still lives in 
heavenf'" 

This rejoinder Leschetizky often re- 
peats to his friends. As a child he was 
exceedingly fond of this Jacob, whose 
intelligence and honesty were in vîvid con- 
trast to the illiteracy and shrewd malprac- 
tice of so many of his despised brethren. 
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The Polish Jews are looked npon as the 
worst type of the race^ and are the victims 
of ridicule and sarcasm on accoant of their 
appearance. The long-tailed coats, worn 
even by twelve-year-old boys, and the long 
cnrls,— hangingon both sidesof the&ceim- 
mediately in front of the ears, often fram- 
ing a hideons conntenance, and seeming 
to absorb ail the attention they dévote to 
their toilet,— make them conspicuous and 
instantly recognizable. The costume was 
imposed by Casimir the Great, who, at the 
eamest solicitation of his Hebre w mistress, 
the beantiftil Esther, allowed the Jews to 
settle in Poland, bat only on condition of 
retaining a distinctive garb, which is seen 
to this day. The coat varies in cleanli- 
ness according to the more or less distant 
epoch from which it dates— always as far 
back 85 a grandfather. It bears stain npon 
stain, the cloth looking more like shiny old 
leather ; it is torn in many places, but, in 
the estimation of the owner, quite wear- 
able. The condition of thèse Jews is as mis- 
érable as their costume : whatever may be 
their rights, they hâve few, if any, privi- 
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l^es. It oughty perhaps^ to be said hère 
that Leschetizky shares noue of the in- 
grained prcôadioes of the Foie for the Jew 
as a race. On the contrary, he has always 
been attracted by the combined talent^ 
persevering diligence^ and concentration 
of pnrpose i>ecnliar to this gifted people. 
The high estimation in which Leschetizky 
holds the Jews is aptly demonstrated by a 
saying of his in regard to his now cele- 
brated pnpil, Mark Hambonrg. He finds 
in him the same elemental causes of 
strength as in Anton Bnbinstein; and 
comparing the two, remarks that Ham- 
bonrg has ^^two of the gigantic artistes 
yirtnes : he is a Enssian and a Jew." 

To retnrn to Lancnt and Theodore's 
earlyyears. Wefindhimonthethreshold 
of boyhood grappling with the first bitter 
lessons of life and art Happy, he, with 
so gentle a guide to help him over the 
hard places ! I hâve his mother's picture, 
and as I look into the sweet^ resolute face, 
ail that her son has so reverently told 
me mingles with my own intuitions, and 
raises up a vision of ail that is highest 
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and strongest in womanhood. Mme. 
Leschetizka's educational System tended 
to bring ont the best in her boy. Bealiz- 
ing that by coercion nothing coold be 
gained^ she confined herself to well-timed 
advice, alloving Dorcio to develop him- 
selfy with small insistence on what seemed 
contrary to his nature. His was a sensi- 
tive, caressing disposition^ full of poetio 
sentiment and natnral amiability^ eager 
for sympathy and appreciating his mo- 
ther's love, of whicli he speaks witli émo- 
tion to this day. Nevertheless, his latent 
strength of character at first revealed it- 
self in indomitable obstinacy, which often 
made Dory insupportable. The paternal 
views were stern and uncompromising ; 
unpleasant scènes fréquent ; cruel punish- 
ment, often blows, conséquent. For the 
most trifling offense, a spot on his clothing, 
a small négligence, the boy was sure of 
severe chastisement, and, revolting at con- 
tinuai tyranny, would fly to an obscure 
corner, there to weep ont his sorrows un- 
seen. If a visitor happened to call, the 
father, proud of his son's talents, would 
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go in search of him, and, flnding him vin-: 
dlctively rétrospective^ drag him from his 
hiding-place and csjole Mm into a bettei^ 
hnmory trying by soft words and caresses 
to obliterate the sensé of injustice from the. 
ofFénded child's sonl and rekindle therein. 
ihe sacred fire. The artist's impnlse was. 
"already strong. Dory was usnally willing. 
enoogh to play and, in playing, forgot hiis' 
woes. 

There still exists a picture of Lesche-. 
tizky as he was at that period, with his 
blond cnrlsy the pride of his mother^s 
heart^ and no doubt the distress of the boy/ 
condemned to cnrl-papers at night. The 
reproduction given hère is ts^en from^ 
the original oil-painting by the English 
portradtist Morton. 

As a child Leschetizky's precocious in- 
telligence resented discipline. At sevea 
he was aiready acqnainted with Goethe 
and Schiller^ and preferred reading to 
practising. Bat his Êtther, an excellent 
taskmaster, began with the flrst lessons to 
incnlcate a realization of the value of reg- 
ular sustained effort; exacting two hours a 




Leschetizky at the âge of six. 
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day of conscientious, hard work, and re- 
quiring in ail things a self-control far be- 
yond the boy's years. IJorj^was allowcd 
notoys, and hîs jU^^iab^dâjîJL^^ 

^Eiïife..!|[^€-^JîS±aî3flî;.2?^ sharply criti- 
ciz ed. Josef Leschetizky Vas not âïways 
just and seldom consistent His narrow- 
ness exclnded insight into cMldish needs ; 
his constitntional dissatisfaction fonnd^ 
vent in continuai and bitter sarcasm. If 
his son, whose original talent developed 
early, seemed to be in the mood for com- 
position, the father would decry his efforts, \!/ 
assuring him that it were far better to in- 
vest his energy where there was more hope 
of return ; if, on the other hand, his books 
tempted the child away from the piano, 
he was subjected to such satirical remarks 
as, "I see ! That is what is going to bring 
you bread and butter." If, finally, Dory 
was particularly diligent in piano practis- 
ing, the elder Leschetizky would exclaim 
in cutting tones : "That 's what one comes 
to when there are no brains I You play 
and play, and forget that without compo- 
sition you will never be an artist," J 
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P^^'^^ Théodore obtained his first regular 

schooling at 8t Anne's in Vienna, and 
entered the CrymnaHum of the Bénédic- 
tine Fathers (the Paters Schotten on the 
Freyung) in his tenth year. At the same 
time he began to stndy French. His prog- 
ress in ail branches was so rapid that at 
one time his fisither seemed inclined to sé- 
lect for him some other than the musi- 
cal profession. Bat Mme^ Leschetizka^ 
with a keener^ broader realization of the 
future, was determined that her son's 
marked talent should be developed to the 
utmost ; and during his hours of practice 
the devoted mother's car was always on the 
alert, fearftd lest some opportunity of 
being helpfal should be lost And while, 
taking the best as a matter of course, she 
seldom bestowed praise ; her true instinct 
led her unerringly to the most enlightened 
criticism. Dorcio was at that time study- 
ing the Italian school principally, and 
every one remarked the taste and senti- 
ment displayed in his playing. 
^ :>^ Leschetizky made his public début at 

\ -j^ ' the âge of nine. The circumstances of this 
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initial appearance hâve remained in Yns 
mind and he relates them as foUows : ^'My 
Êbther took me to Leopole [Lemberg] to 
take part in a concert. I was to play 
Czerny's concertino with orchestra nnder 
the bâton of Wol^ang Amadens Mozart, — 
a son of the immortal Mozart,— then musi- 
cal director in Lemberg. The theater 
was misérable barn-like structure. More- 
over, it was infested with rats, and during 
the rehearsal I noticed a number of thèse 
abject quadrupeds running about in the 
body of the house. The concert was a 
grand affair. I was myself transported 
with delight by the admirable reading of 
the great Polish actor BogumU Dawison 
who decladmed a number of pièces with 
which I was familiar. He was at that time 
already quite celebrated, especially for his 
incomparable interprétation of brigand 
rôles. After the concert, the friend at 
whose house we were stopping presented 
me with a real little gun, and next mom- 
ing I went back to the theater to hunt 
the rats." The net results of this expédi- 
tion hâve not been recorded. 
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Leschetizky's first love was a cousin of 
hîSy Mincia Merkl; a charming blne-eyed 
blonde. The whole ardor of the boy's na- 
ture went ont to this ethereal little being, 
and aJl his thonghts tnmed to lier and to 
what he might do to serve her. His vi vid, 
chivalrons imagination was ever creating 
adventnres in which she was the central 
figure— he, of course, not fer away, playing 
the hero's part in delivering her from ail 
kinds of dangers and troubles. The theft 
of his mother's hats had made a deep im- 
pression on his mind, and that adventure 
he lived over— but the traveling-carriage 
was Mincia's, and he, arriving at the cru- 
cial moment, put the brigands to flight, 
and as reward received a tender kiss from 
his beloved. He was not yet eleven years 
old, but he had his little lover-like ways, 
and was never without some pretty, high- 
flown speech with which to greet his 
heart's idol. In his ffwn words : "I was 
always overjoyed, in the spring, at the 
prosi)ect of retuming to Lancut to see 
again my little cousin Mincia Merkl, for 
whom I sighed. She was beautifcQ with 
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an angelic beaaty. Alas ! she was soon to 
join the angels. She died at the âge of 
twelve." Tliis fidry-llke romance of the 
iiBU*-away past has left its impress on the 
master's nature. 

My brother-in-law relates with keen 
enjoyment the circumstances of a certain 
evening when, as a child, he played at the 
apartments of Prince Mettemich^ then 
chancellor of the empire. As usnal^ his 
performance excited enthnsiafim^ and he 
was overwhelmed with caresses and kisses 
by the ladies^ ail of which the little fellow 
took qnite naturally, ascribing it to his 
handsome velvet suit. Later on, when 
Champagne was served at snpper, he drank 
some and found it exceedingly to his taste. 
Metternich, who enjoyed drawing the boy 
ont, said to him : " Well, Théodore, whom 
wonld yon wish to marryt" The child, 
somewhat nnder the influence of the wine, 
fizing his bright eyes on one of the bottles, 
cried ont enthnsiastically : "Veuve Clic- 
quot, your Highness," an answer eliciting 
much applanse. The prince exdaimed: 
"That surely deserves a reward ; choose 
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whatever pleases you bcst in this drawing- 
room." Leschetizky says : "My father se- 
creUy hoped my choioe would fidl on some 
prioeless vase or handsome clock. His di^- 
apx>ointmeDt was severe when he saw me 
sélect a common pasteboard jumping-jack 
hanging to one of the cnrtainS; and left 
there probably by Mettemich's sons, lads 
of my own âge. I hBd never been allô ve d 
to l^ve tojSj" condodes^Eej^afitgr^^^ 



CHAPTER in 

LeKhetizky oomes xaidet the tuitioii of Karl demy — Beo- 
oUectioiis of Liszt, Thalberg, and Fanny Ellsler— Dor- 
cio spends some of his finit eamings on Vienna rolls 
with a nearly fatal resnlt— Le8chetizky*8 ftiendshlp for 
Anton Babinstein — How Dordo spoiled his yoice — He 
plays before the Bmperor Ferdinand. 

DOECIO'8 development was rapid. 
Before he was eleven years old, besides 
being generally well advanced in ail his 
stadies, he had acqnired very considérable 
fluency in reading mnsic. His father^ who 
watched his progress closely, nsed to take 
him to the orchestra concerts^ snmamed 
"Greistige Concerte." Thèse concerts date 
back to the days of Beethoven, when they 
were organized under the directorship of 
Baron Lannoy, who conducted the over- 
tnres and symphonies under the com- 
poseras immédiate influence, and, with the 
47 
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increasing intensity of Beethoven's deaf- 
nessy standing where he oonld be seen by 
the players only, often directed concerts 
the master believed he was himself direct- 
ing. After Beethoven^s death his disciple 
remained his MthM interpréter^ adher- 
ing dosely to tradition. 

When Dory had attended a concert he 
was always fÂled to overflowing wiih the 
mnsiCy and next moming he and his fftther 
wonld sit down to play the overtnre or 
symphony heard the evening before. In 
two years the child had been throngh 
mnch of Beethoven's mnsic^ and this exer- 
cise was of great value to him ; for the 
m*chestral rendering had made so deep an 
impression that he was able to reprodnoe 
it on the piano with great fidelity regard- 
^ingtempianddynamics. Leschetizkyhas 
remained a fervent admirer of Beethoven^ 
whom he has interpreted in the broad 
spirit of the composer as revealed by his 
Works in gênerai^ and with deep révérence 
for the emotional contents of each compo- 
sition^ rather than servile fidelity to so- 
called tradition. 
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As Theodore's technique developed, he 
seems to hâve felt the necessity of fresh 
stmmlns. He says : " At the âge of eleven 
I had conceived an ardent d^irolo^meet 
the greatj^edagggneJS^illOzerni[^of whom 
Y~&â3liéard so much ; and in the fall my 
father took me to play for him. I played 
Gzerny's concertino^ and the so-called 
^Alexander Variations' by Herz. My 
finther had had lessons from the renowned 
teacher, so that I was well prepared to 
dérive immédiate benefit from his valnable 
instruction, and my new master seemed to 
take a lively interest in me. I went every 
Sunday to take my lesson. Czemy oc- 
cupied rooms in a house on the Petersplatz. 
He was rather short in stature, with woolly 
hair and bright, expressive brown eyes, 
which Êdrly shone behind his spectacles. 
His was a high order of intelligence ; he 
was deeply interested in politics, and 
spoke seven languages. Though of Bohe- 
mian parents, he was born in Vienna. 
j Ozerny was a pupil of Beet hoven and 
dfiXQenti, and, besides being himself an 
éminent pianist, was, with Hummel, at the 
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head of the school of piano-playing 
founded by Mozart. Ithasbeensomewhat 
the fiashion to nnderrate the services this 
really great man rendered to pianism ; bnt 
we hâve only to point to the list of distin- 
gnished virtuosi who hâve corne to him as 
to a fountaln-head— Liszt, Thalberg, Dôh- 
1er, KuUak, and an array of lesser names. 
His fifccility for composition was phénom- 
énal. Besides his published works, he has 
left in ail several hnndred piano pièces 
in mannscript and many transcriptions. 
His writings may lack depth ; but no one 
can deny that they show a great knowledge 
of form, of the resources of the instrument, 
and of aJl pianistic effects. His stndies are 
very valnable. He may well be called the 
Father of Virtuosi. He was never mar- 
ried, and lived alone with much simplic- 
ity ; so simply, in fact, that, though he 
spent large sums in behalf of needy artists, 
he left a fortune in charitable bequests. 
Beethoven had the highest confidence in 
him and often consulted him. He also 
made some of the Liszt cadenzas. I re- J 

member well how he wrote. His peu liter- ( 
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ally flew along the paper. He put down 
his musical ideas quite as if he were writ- 
ing a letter or taking down a dictation. 
His manner of teaching wos somewhat that 
of an orchestral director. He gave his 
lessons standing, indicating the différent 
shades of tempo and coloring by gestures. 
The chief aim of my father's instruction 
had been the development of musical feel- 
ing and taste : Czernyjnsi sted pri ncipally 
qn__aççura«yj_brilliancy, and pianistic ef- 
fects. I played a gréât deal of Bach under 
him, some compositions by Alkan, some 
by Thalberg, and, above ail, those of Bee- 
thoven. Czemy taught that Beethoven 
should be rendered with freedom of de- 
livery and depth of feeling. A pedantic, 
inelastic interprétation of the master made 
him wild. He allowed me to play Chopin 
just as I pleased, and though he appre- 
ciated the great Polish writer, he some- 
times said his compositions were sweetish. 
Again he would become enthusiastic, and 
say that they were ^famose Musik.' One 
day he showed me a criticism in which 
Chopin's Works were compared to sweet- 
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ened water, flavored wiih paprika. 
Czemy did not fully recognize the value 
of the later Beethoven sonatas ; Mendels- 
sohn he nnderstood. I remember study- 
ing the ^Songs Without Words ' almost as 
soon as they appeared. Czerny's lessons 
cost five florins ; but the florin of those 
days was of less value than that of to- 
day. 

<^My master was extremely fond of cats^ 
and always kept a number (varying be- 
tween seven and nine) bs pets. One of the 
rooms of his apartment was reserved for 
them, and he made every effort to flnd 
good homes for the numerous progeny. 
He once gave me a kitten, and I remember 
being somewhat burdened with the gift, 
as my mother disliked cats and I dared 
not take it home. Not knowing what else 
to do with it, I let it loose in the street. 
Czerny, however, did not lose sight of the 
little animal's £Eite ; he inquired about it, 
and as frank confession would certainly 
hâve jeopardized my position in his good 
grâces, I was obliged to invent some story. 
I therefore assured him that the kitten 
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was in excellent health and a great 
fovorite at home; in fact, we were so 
fond of it that we expected to take it 
with us when we left Vienna for thc 
summer." 

It cannot be denied that Dory was not 
a trathfnl child. The fEither's ill-goided 
severity had borne its natural fruit : the 
boy had learned to take refuge from bru- 
tality in stratagem and prévarication. 
Another of his expériences with Czemy 
may interest the reader : "On a certain 
occasion^ after playing a Beethoven sonata 
in public, I had the gratification of leam- 
ing from a friend that my master had 
spoken of the performance in high terms 
of praise. In the evening Czemy told me 
to corne to him next day, and that whatever 
I might ask he would certainly grant. I 
was naturally somewhat inflated by this 
promise, and early in the moming went to 
Czemy's house. When I stood before 
him, I began by thanking him for having 
expressed himself so favorably on my 
playing. My friend's delightful words 
still ringing in my ears, I was naturally 
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mnch snrprised to hear my master ex- 
claim : *I— you stnpid booby I Not in thc 
least. How can yon imagine snch a 
thingt' Somewhat taken aback, bnt de- 
termined not to be abashed, I proceeded : 
^Then why did you hâve me oome hère 
for a rewardt^ ^Well, well,^ answered 
Czerny, good-natnredly, *since I hâve 
promised it to you—' Now was my 
chance— now or never ! For a long time 
I had had something on my mind which 
womed me considerably^ and I was deter- 
mined to clear np the matter. The story 
I had heard had often been the thème of 
sarcastic comment from my companions^ 
delighted to attack me in my most vulnér- 
able point by casting aspersions on the 
master I venerated. To me it seemed 
incredible. So^ after a moment's hésita- 
tion, I went on boldly : *I beg of you one 
favor, only this— teU me the truth. Is it 
a fact that your master —Beethoven — ever 
boxed your earsf ' It was Czemy's tum 
to hesitate. He stood a moment, gazing at 
me silently, the look of surprise merging 
into one of embarrassment Then, smiling 
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snâdenly^ he answered : ^It is true and it 
is not. This is what happened. I was 
playlng a Beethoven sonata. The master 
ordered me to make a cadence^ which I 
endeavored to do. My attempt was evi- 
dently inadéquate. I trîed, agaln, with no 
better success ; this time it was too short. 
Finally I let my fingers run in three 
octaves of brilliant passage- work. At that 
moment I felt a violent shock. Beethoven 
had gripped my shonlder with ail his 
strength and was screaming : ^'That 's too 
much!" For weeks I suffered severe 
pain in the spot where the iron hand had 
borne down on me.' This interview," 
continues Théodore, "comforted me, and I 
went away much relieved in my mind. 
About that time I was going over the 
'Moonlight Sonata.' Ail serions students 
of form must hâve noticed that in the last 
movement there is a passage which, oc- 
curring in one key, has the regular eight 
bars, in the other only seven. The dis- 
crepancy had caused me an uneasy feeling, 
—I felt even before counting the bars that 
something was wrong,--and, having sifted 
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the question more thoroughly, mentioned 
the matter to Oxemy, Whether he was 
nnwiUing to admit even the slightest flaw 
in Beethoven, or whether he chose to re- 
main silent for some other reason, I never 
knew; he merely stared at the i>assage 
withont answering. Dnring the winter 
my master presented me to Liszt, who had 
expressed a wish to hear me play." 

A significant event in his career, this 
meeting with Liszt I and, walking along 
by the side of Czerny, litUe Dory vas 
thrilling with a great sensé of the solemn 
occasion. Something wonderf ni was abont 
to happen! The world was a différent 
world! The very i)assers-by— even the 
streets, had lost mnch of their daUy prose 
to become a part of his pageant And the 
honse he was stopping in ! Every stone 
thereof was glorified ! 

The boy's serions eyes looked np into the 
eagle eyes of the master. This was the 
man who had revolutionized the art of 
piano-playing ; whose meteoric passage 
throngh Europe had paled the record of 
every artist known to famé 5 whose gen- 
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erosity had so nobly corne to ihc relief of 
the Pesth water-famine victims in 1837 ; 
whose mnnificence had passed into a prov- 
erb ! The moment had come when Dory 
wonid hear him speak^ and on his small 
concems,— prononnce judgment on his 
small doings ! The child donbted not the 
words would hâve talismanic power. 

"Notwithstanding the gigantic propor- 
tions of his intellect," says Leschetizky, 
^^ Liszt had a charm of manner, a certain 
gracions cordiality withont a tinge of con- 
descension; he seemed to see into every 
one's mind and feel with him. He was 
most a£fectionate with Czemy, who natn- 
rally took great pride in his illustrions 
pnpil's tremendons snccess. To make my 
seat comfortably high, Liszt pnt some mn- 
sic on the chair. I was abont to sit down 
when he stopped me, saying: *Wait a 
moment, my boy ; notice this name atten- 
tively.^ I read tîie name Bichard Wag- 
ner. The book was the score of 'RienzL^ 
*That man,' pnrsned Liszt, ^will some day 
make the world hear from hinL' 

"Liszt," says Théodore, "made a deep 
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impression by his powerfol individnality; 

his cfaeery manneis^ and that indescribable 

smiley oontrasting with the pierdng look 

in his cyes. His Vienna débnt opened the 

door to a séries of nnparalleled trinmphs. 

He was remarkable in everything he did, 

and, though nndonbtedly it is a trifling 

thing to note in so colossal a genins, it 

jmay not be nninteresting to remark that 

^^ \ he was the first to play in public wîthout 

(^^^usic." 

T^tr wmfi igtr Théodo re played fo r 
berg. He says : ^'The great man was 
yery kind to me. He was handsome, re- 
fined in his manners and very aristocratie 
in his waySy thereby betraying his origin. 
He was the illegitimate son of a grand 
dnke. Thalberg gave me a lithograph 
pictore of himselt He even wrote his 
name on it." 

That picture is seen in the extensive col- 
lection of antographs still careftdly pre- 
served in Leschetizky's villa. 

At the âge of twelve the yonng artist 
had àlready made many Mends, in whose 
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homes he was cordially welcomed. In 
later years lie has spoken of the JoelsohnSy 
throngh whom he had frequently enjoyed 
opportonities of meeting the world of fash- 
ion ss well as many celebrities attracted 
to that hospitable house by the delightfal 
entertaînments for which it was well 
known. In givlng an acconnt of a chil- 
dren's masked bail Théodore says : "The 
Joelsohns had a charming litUe black satin 
snit in Lonis XV style made for me. My 
long hair was canght behind my head and 
fastened with the traditional bow. I be- 
lieve this costume was thonght to be very 
becoming. I was obliged to play several 
pièces; and bonbons, cakes, and fruits 
were showered upon me. Among the 
ladies, one attracted my attention. She 
was tall and slender, her expressive face 
shaded by beautifal light brown hair. It 
was the celebrated dancer, Fanny Ellsler. 
The gentlemen surrounded her and begged 
the favor of a dance. But she dedined. 
Suddenly, fixing her radiant eyes on me, 
and bestowing one of her bewitching, 
never-to-be-forgotten smiles, she said: 
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^ Yon, litUc onc, will you dance with me f ' 
At the bottom of my heart I was sorry to 
leave the pretty litUe girl to whom I was 
engagedy bat I conld not well refuse the 
reqnest of the reno wned daaghter of Terp- 
sichore^ so I thanked her for ihe honor 
and we took ihe floor together. MUe. 
Ellsler's dancing did not corne np 
to my ezpectations that evening. She 
danced slowly— like any one else in a bail- 
room. But she made np for it next day 
by sending my i>arents a box in the front 
row of the theater, where we conld ail sit 
commodionsly and enjoy her really won- 
derful performance." 

Théodore played a nnmber of times in 
Prince Esterhazy's drawing-room, and was 
generally paid ten dncats for his services. 
In other distingnished honses he received 
siZ; no insignificant snm^ at that time, for 
a lad of his âge. Idke most boys^ he was 
fond of jingling change in his pockets ; bnt 
I must add that what portion of his eam- 
ings he was allowed to retain was nsually 
spent for pleasure ezcnrsions or innocent 
feasts, in both of which his nnmerons 



OEGY OF VIENNA EOLLS 61 

Mends were participants. On one occa- 
sion the featnre of the orgy wos a large 
parcel of fresh roUs^ considered a delicacy 
in Viennese families of moderate meanS; 
who commonly use rye bread. The rolk 
were porchased on the way home from 
school, and, according to his habit, the mu- 
nificent Dory gave his share away. One 
of his companions, a certain Henry Stohl, 
who beeame a skilful painter, and of 
whom I shall speak again, ate so heartily 
that by the time the gay party reached the 
point where the roads diverged he was al- 
ready feeling ill and had to be escorted 
home by two of his friends, who secretly 
put him to bed, then, boy fashion, with- 
drew hastily, for fear of embarrassing 
cross-examination. Stohl's mother hap- 
pened into his room, and, finding him lying 
in bed ghastly pale and speechless, sent 
in great alarm for a physician. In the 
meantime the assembled family diligently 
questioned the boy, without obtaining any 
due to the alarming symptoms. He re- 
mained mute and momentarily grew 
worse. During the excitement Stohl's 
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father chanced to look ont of the open 
windowy and noticed a fresh roll floating 
in a rain-water barrel. The circnmstance 
stmck him as pecnliar, and^ notwiihstand- 
ing the prevailing confusion, he mentioned 
it alond ; at which the sick lad, making a 
suprême effort, called ont : "It 's the twen- 
tieth. I conld n't manage it" Needlessto 
add, the administration of efficacious remé- 
dies promptly followed this déclaration, 
and investigation leading to the discovery 
that Dory had fnrnished fnnds for the ban- 
quet, our magnificent youth was roundly 
scolded by his good friend Mrs. Stohl. 

The habit of lavishly spending money 
seems to hâve pursued Leschetizky 
through life. He eivjoys sharing his means 
with others, and especially delights in or- 
ganizing pleasure trips, often assuming the 
entire traveling expenses of a party of 
fnends. 

The summer of 1840 was the last that 
the Leschetizkys were to spend in Lancnt. 
On July 3, 1841, the Conntess Julie Po- 
tocka married Prince Francis lichten- 
stein, and a few months later her sister 
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wa5 onited to Connt Ditrichstein, ambas- 
sador at London. 

It happened that Prince Schwarzenberg, 
looking abont for a playmate for his son, 
a boy of Dory's age^ and hoping that the 
little artist's indnstry might serve as saln- 
tary stimulus^ invited him to stop some 
months at Leibnitz. Theodore's parents 
consented^ and the whole fomily spent the 
snmmer on the prince's estate. The two 
children studied and played together ; but 
it is doubtftd whether the intimacy had 
the desired effect on the young nobleman, 
content, in many instances, to hâve his 
bright little companion work ont his 
thèmes and problems; for Dory, whose 
abnormal facility made thèse things child's 
play for him, wbs often weak enongh to do 
his friend's work. 

When Josef Leschetizky left his situa- 
tion in the Potocki family, he received a 
pension of some three hundred ducats. 
This, with his wife's property, amounting 
to about sixteen thousand florins, and the 
lessons he continued to give, afforded him 
a comfortable income. 
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A 

The year l842_b rmgs us to the meeting ! 

oLLeschetizk y and the K TiMmtitînffj who, 
accomi>anied b]^..Jli^ teacher Yilloîng, 
had corne to JTienns^ A &5t Mendship I 

sprang up between Anton a nd T héodore, * 

thongh the latter's mother, disapproving \ 

strongly of young Bnbinstein's rongh j 

ways, his not particnlarly refined lan- i 

goage^ his precocions and frankly ex- 
pressed cynicism,— especially regarding ^ 

women^— and his disposition to borrow | 

money, openly discooraged the intimacy. 
Already; at the âge of thirteen, Anton was | 

a fine pianist. In fact, his technique, al- i 

ways phénoménal, had in those early years 
a brillianoy which was later, to a certain 
extent, temporarily obscured by rough, 
careless, inaccurate playing. I say to a ^ 

certain extent, and advisedly ; for Bubin- | 

stein was always Bubinstein. | 

As a child, Théodore had a sweet, pure 
soprano voice. His flexible organ seemed 
specially suited for coloratura, and he sang 
airs from Donizetti and Bellini like a little \ 

opera-singer. He sang also in church, 
often takmg solo parts, even reading them 
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at sight during mass and other services. 
The celebrated ténor Salvi^ then engaged 
at the Vienna Opera^ having heard the in- 
teresting little chorister, took a great 
fiEuicy to himy and delighted in giving him 
lessons and in exhibiting his talents 
whenever opportnnity presented. Dorcio 
enjoyed vocal mnsic with a passionate en- 
joyment, and his favorite récréation was 
going over scores, singing the différent 
parts, dedaiming with great energy, and 
accompanying himself on the 'piano. In 
this way he became acqnainted with a vast 
nnmber of lyric and operatic works. His 
voice had become very popular in the dif- 
férent honses that he freqnented, his nat- 
oral amiability leading him to sing when- 
ever he wa5 asked. When he had attained 
his fonrteenth year, Salvi wamed him that 
if he wished to retain his voice he mnst 
be very carefcQ not to strain it— indeed, 
mnst tum a deaf ear to àll who wished to 
hear him. One evening, however, Dory 
had the weakness to listen to persuasion, 
and sang in the open air in a forest at 
Maner, near Vienna. He sang unaccom- 
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panied some Schubert songs and several 
airs from différent opéras without experi- 
encing the slightest £a»tigae. In the morn- 
ing he discovered that his voice was gone 
— hopelessly, irreparably gone. The loss 
W3S a great grief to the poor lad, whose 
musical sonl felt the need of that expan- 
sion which vocal mnsic alone can give. 
His cooragC; howeyer^ did not désert him^ 
and he applied himself more devotedly 
than ever to the piano, now his ail. He 
played much and often in public, and, 
despite his youth, became a well-known 
and beloved artist in Yienna. 

Donizetti was then directing a troupe 
of Italian artists for the so-called fstagione 
in Yienna. The author of " Lucia di Lam- 
mermoor" had often heard Dory when, as 
a mère child, he played at the Joelsohns', 
and took a deep interest in the boy's prog- 
ress. "He was kind enough," says Lesche- 
tizky, "to be judge of my immature efforts 
at composition, and his criticisms and en- 
couragement were of the greatest value to 
me. The slightest praise from him made 
me exuberantly happy and ambitions to 
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deserve more. Donizetti also took charge 
of conveying me to Sehônbmnny where I 
played for the Emperor Ferdinand and 
the Archdnke Charles." The illustrions 
brothers were both mnsical^ and not only 
reqnested Dory to play his compositions, 
but even themselves played them on sub- 
séquent occasions. His Miyesty and His 
Imx)erial Highness expressed themselves 
eulogistically, and Théodore was invited 
a number of times to take part in the im- 
périal concerts, an honor highly esteemed, 
and conferred only on the best artists. At 
one of thèse he had the pleasure of meet- 
ing Calzolari, whose incomparable render- 
ing of the part of Nemorino in "UElisire 
d' Amore " has left so deep an impression. 
The older artist immediately recognized 
superior merit in the budding talent before 
him. Aftertheconcert,-— inwhichbothhad 
takenpart,— astheywereseatedtogetherat 
supper, Calzolari said, bringing his glass 
nearer Theodore's : " We shall meet often, 
I hope. Let us drink together in Bruder- 
schajïy and be friends." 



CHAPTEE IV 

Dordo ai the âge of f oniieen is Btlf-KappotUng — A Gip«y '■ 
prophecy— HiB adontton of Mlle. Angri— Gimffel, the 
princely tailor ^ Leechetizky and Wagnerism — Bohiil- 
boiTs playlng and ito effect on Leachetisky — He makes 
a Mend of Grillpaner, the plajwright. 

NOTWITHSTANDINQ numerous con- 
cert engagements^ and his success as 
pianiste Dory was still studying assidu- 
ously under Czemy. At tjie sa me time he 
wa5 teachingy many of his^pnpilsjbeing 
oider tianTamsel£_ 'His first pupil was a 
certain Kossi, father of the gifted violinist 
Bossi, whose early death has been so 
deeply deplored in musical circles. 

Theodore's independent spirit led him 
to be self-snpporting at a time when few 
yonng men hâve considered life's problems 
earnestly. As soon as his pupils began to 
^^ng him snffîcient income^ he rented two 
:.; 68 
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rooms immediately a^joining his father's, }^' 
and atj ^ âge oQour teciLJga&Alieady ' '^ 
^taWished m_Jiis_own qnarters. So as to 
hâve ready access to his parents, he had a 
door ent throngh into their apartment, and 
took àll his meals with them. The ar- 
rangement proved satisfactory to both: 
Josef Leschetizky was no longer distnrbed 
by his son's practising, and the latter en- 
joyed the sednsion and quiet so necessary 
for serions stndy and so impossible to ob- 

^ tain when piano-lessons and the coming 

and going of pnpib form the ehief featnre 
of each day . 

Théodore looks back with pleasnre to 
this period, and to his connterpoint-lessons 
from Simon Sechter, a master jnstly cele- 

^ brated and to whom Leschetizky has re- 

mained deeply gratefnl. Indeed, he ranks 
this great pédagogue among the world's 
greatest Sechter's ehief merit consisted 
in giving his pupils a solid fonndation, a 
tribnte which Schubert pays him. The 

' immortal song-writer, even after he had 

produced important works and was well 
known, sought Sechter's thorough instruc- 
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tion^ deeming that thereby alone he conld 
attain that certainty in which he believed 
himself to be lacking. Yienxtemps, Dôh- 
ler, Henselt, and Kullak are likewise 
nnmbered among his illustrions pnpils. 

My narrative now lèads me to an incident 
in Leschetizky's life somewhat trifling in 
itself but not withont significance in his 
career. He says : ^'I was at that time 
fonrteen years of age^ and had gone to 
Tarnow to give a concert. A party of ns 
had arranged to take a horseback ride 
during the day. As we were jogging 
along, we noticed a band of Gipsies pic- 
turesqnely camped on the outskirts of the 
woods. Thèse nomads, leading a hand-to- 
month existence, àlways présent an inter- 
esting sight, and we stopped awhile to look 
at them. One of them, a woman, sepa- 
rated herself from the gronp and came 
toward us. The intensity expressed in her 
eyes made a weird impression. She spoke 
to me, saying: ^Young lord, shall I tell 
your fortune t^ Notwithstanding a cer- 
tain uncanniness, the situation was amus- 
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ingy so I ofifered her my palm and she 
began in her professional drawl : ^ Art is 
thy trade. Thon wilt be guided ever by 
thy heart. Thon wilt search for another 
heart responding to thine as thon nnder- 
standest it, and wilt be three times married. 
Thon wilt live many years of thy life in a 
foreign land. Thon '—she hesitated^ and, 
when I insisted on hearing fnrther : ^Oh, 
thon art yonng ; it is still so fer away — ' 
Something nnspoken was on her mind." 

The theory of coïncidence, thongh ade- 
qnate in explaining away many so-called 
prophecies, is not always snffîcient in 
its inflnence over nervous, high-stmng 
organizations,soviûtimized by imagination 
that they are, as it were, in hypnotic 
snbjection to their own fencies, and not 
infpeqnently led on to the fnlfilment of 
what,in the caseof better-balancednatnres 
wonld hâve remained idle forecasts. In 
gênerai, like many Pôles, Leschetizky 
is snperstitions. Notwithstanding the 
breadth and scope of his mind, t rifles affec t 
hi ga p 3infii]iy— Tmni>w»r th&teen, for 
instance, and things eqnally withont 
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import He still spealcs of this youthfiil 
enoounter with the Oipsy fortnne-teller ; 
fhe nnspoken word still preys on his mind. 

Leschetizky was never fortunate enongh 
to meet Chopin peisonally^ bat he feeb a 
neamess to his great compatriot throngh 
his friendship for one of the latter's most 
gifted pnpilSy a certain Filtsch^ who 
seemed destined for spécial lanrels^ but 
was mthlessly ont down by early death. 

'^Notwithstanding my master Czerny's 
rather mild appréciation of Chopin^ I was 
a fervent worshiper at the great Pole's 
shrine. I became acqoainted with a pupil 
of his, a brilliant young man by the name 
of Filtsch, whose nnnsual talents had at- 
tracted the notice of CJonnt Banfi, to whom 
he owed his musical éducation. Filtsch 
was a handsome boy, but of diaphanons 
appearance— a beautifol blond, really too 
refined and délicate for life's stmggle. I 
was very fond of him, and felt, moreover, 
that there was mnch to be leamed from 
him. Barring a certain shade of affecta- 
tion, his poetic playing api>ealed to me, 
and I eamestly endeavored to assimilate 
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ail the good there was in it When 
Filtsch's health began to Ëiil, I felt deeply 
his fast-approacbing end. He himself 
clearly foresaw it, and as parting gift gave 
me an antograph mannscript copy of a 
Chopin impromptu. He gave it to me, 
saying that he believed I, of ail his friends, 
wonld best interpret it I hâve always 
kept his gift as a precions relie. Filtsch's 
death at the âge of fifteen was a real mis- 
fortone for the pianistic world, and a sor- 
row to Chopin, who had built great hopes 
on him as a worthy interpréter of his 
compositions." 

The Chopin impromptu alluded to 
soon apx>eared on one of Leschetizky's 
programs, as is shown by the reproduction 
hère given. 

At fifteen, what susceptible youthhas 
not already suffered from a grande pamon 
— has not met that idéal woman uniting in 
herself ail the loveliness, ail the virtues, 
dreamed of and sung by the poets, whose 
every word is an oracle, whose slightest 
wish islawt 

We find Théodore very much under the 
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influence of a certain Mlle. Angri, a fa- 
mous singer of the period. His admiration 
for her voice and personality^ and his entire 
dévotion; fEÔled to excite resi>onse. The 
gifted lady acoepted his homage as she 
might hâve acoepted a child's caresses, thns 
continnally, thongh nnknowingly, wonnd- 
ing his pride. On one occasion Théodore 
was to take part in a concert at which Angri 
was to sing. He determined that from 
that evening on he wonld prove his man- 
hood, the first step being to lay aside his 
wide collar and velvet coat and api>ear in 
severestbroadcloth. Dreading opposition, 
he commnnicated his plan to none save the 
tailor, and, drawing secretly on his savings, 
had the sait made. With prudent regard 
for economy, he selected an honest, inex- 
pensive workman, and, to avoid lengthy 
discussions with* his parents, arranged to 
hâve the coat brought home the evening 
of the concert. When he awoke on the 
moming of the great day, he was àll ex- 
citement, having dreamed of his splendor 
in the new costume and its efifect on the 
lady of his sighs. In his midnight visions 
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he had seen himself with his hair eut in the 
latest fashlon. This was easy to acoom- 
plish, and the liair-dresser across the street 
soon made the desîred metamorphosis. 
The despair of his mother, proud of the 
soft blond curb; may readily be imagined. 
Dorcio's appearance was by no means im- 
proved. In fact, he was entirely unrecog- 
nizable; and, consnlting his mirror, he 
eonld not bnt mentally admit that he had 
made a blunder. The thonght of his new 
coat ofièred some consolation. No donbt 
theensemblewonldbesatisfibctory. When 
the suit arrived, Théodore pnt it on in 
feverish haste, ezperiencing a painfiil 
shock as he noted that it was not a perfect 
fit. It creased in the back, the collar did 
not lie smooth, the sleeves were aJl awry. 
Pnll and drag as he might, view himself 
from this vantage-point or from that, the 
inexorable mirror reflected the same de- 
fects with hideons persistcncy. It was of 
no nse to get discooraged and no moment 
for discnssing detaUs. The time for going 
to the theater had oome. Perhaps, after 
ail, 8^ wonld not notice small deficiencies. 
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When Théodore arrived the hall was 
rapidly filling and the lady of his sighs al- 
ready ihere. The boy hesdtated a moment 
on the threshold of her waiting-room. 
But she might; after all^ approve of his 
get-np. He wonld take conrage. His 
heart beat fsiiSt as he opened the door and 
stood bcfore her. He had expected to 
make a dramatic entrée. What was his 
surprise to observe that Mlle. Angri looked 
up quite indifferently. She did not even 
recognize him. The poor boy waited ir- 
resolnte, his courage fast oozing away. 
Then, as a look of amused récognition 
changed suddenly into a hearty laugh, he 
broke down completely, the hot tears rush- 
ing to his eyes. Mlle. Angri, as usual, not 
realizing the pain she was inflicting, 
turned him round and round, examined 
his toilet, and scolded him for his shorn 
locks. Ont to the quick, Théodore vowed 
vengeance, and feeling that his only re- 
dress lay in his playing, swore that he 
would outdo himself. Boldly he walked 
ont on the stage ] but agadn he was unrec- 
ognized, nor did the accustomed applause 
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greet him. This was disheartening^ but 
after a few sonnding chords he felt he had 
the audience with him, and began the 
'^Sonnambula Caprice " by Thalberg. He 
sang and stormed ; and as he put his soul's 
passionate rage into his playing, the public 
awarded him a greater ovation than he 
had ever before received. "When it was 
over, stiU much excited and seeking to 
calm himself; he was pacing the floor back 
of the stage, when a taU, elegantly dressed 
gentleman appeared, and, taking him in 
his arms like a child, raised him off his f eet, 
saying: "You played like a god! But 
your coat is a bad fit My name is Gungel, 
and I beg the favor of offering you a suit 
made according to my ideas. You need 
not try it on. I understand coats, and, 
when I took you in my arms, grasped your 
measurements. By five o'clock to-mor- 
row you shall hâve it." And while Théo- 
dore stood stock-still, speechless with as- 
tonishment and deeply hurt, the gentleman 
bowed and retired. The next day, at five 
precisely, a messenger from the great Gun- 
gel tailoring establishment brought a 
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handsome new suit. Still angry, Théo- 
dore nevertheless snccombed to the temp- 
tation of trying it on at once; and, in 
admiring its style and perfect fit^ forgot 
his détermination to hâve nothing what- 
ever to do with the perpetrator of snch 
indignities. He kept the coat^ bnt insisted 
on paying for it^ as he felt that he was 
eaming sufficient to permit himself that 
Inznry. The days were long past when 
his Mher allowed him a few cents for 
every public appearance. His earnings 
were now his own ; he was a man, pre- 
paring for his final examinations at the 
Schotten Gymnasinm ; he was beginning 
to attend the University, and, coaching 
with his nncle, had made rapid progress 
in dassic literatnre. 

The coat épisode led to the most cordial 
relations between the princely tailor and 
the young artist. It mnst be said that 
Herr Gongel was very différent from the 
proverbial tailor, snpposed to constitnte 
jnst one ninth part of a man. Besides 
being well known for large-minded gener- 
osity, the Yiennese merchant was recog- 
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nized as a man of refined taste and libéral 
éducation. The most high-placed and 
most prominent members of Vienna Soci- 
ety were to be seen at his honse, and his 
table was fiamons as a meeting-place of the 
greatest minds of the day : scientists^ men 
of letters^ and musicians sach as Liszt^ 
Bnbinstein^ and a host of others. It was 
at that hospitable board that Théodore had 
the pleasnre of meeting Liszt again^ the 
giant-minded Hungarian once more ofier- 
ing the precious boon of his encourage- 
ment to the youth he had known and 
encouTaged as a child. ^ ^ 

' At that time Théodore had begun to 

work independently at his music^ return- . 1 
ing occasionally to Czerny and Sechter for \ 
advice. The following anecdote illtOs- -^' 
trates hi s facility for leaming. Professer 
Joseph Fischoff was engageST^to play the 

k9 E flat Weber concerto at one of the "Qeis- 

tige Concerte," of which I hâve already 
mode mention. Three days before the 

^ concert he hurt a flnger so seriously that it 

became neoessary to look about for some 
one to take his place. The concerto had 
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been advertised ; the orchestra were fa- 
miliar with the parts : it seemed a pity to 
change the program. Dr. Alfred Bêcher^ 
a Vienna composer^ speciàlly eminent 
as musical critic, snggested young Lesche- 
tizky's name, encouraging the lad to 
nndertake the difficolt task — difficult in- 
deed^ for Théodore was not acqnainted 
with the concerto. However, he accepted 
the engagement^ appeared at the rehear- 
sal three days later, and in the evening 
played with his nsnal certainty of tech- 
nique and memory^ and so brilliantly that 
the audience, acqnainted with the circnm- 
stances, gave him a tremendons ovation, 
and the not nnenvions mnsicians them- 
selves showered congratulations upon him. 
^nl845 Lesdietizky and a number of his 
friends went to^Dresden to assist at the 
première of Tannhâuser. It is prob- 
ably difficult for us, who hâve grown up 
in the atmosphère of the music-dramas, to 
realize the feelings of that time with re- 
gard to Wagner, his new théories and his 
bold methods of expressing his ideas. 
Théodore and his friends retumed to Vi- 
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enna^ enihusiastic over what they had 
heard, hypnotized by the novel sensations 
they had experienced, and Wagner their 
sole thème of conversation. I qnote 
Leschetizky : "But onr state of mind in 
no way represented that of the average 
mnsician. Notwithstanding the snccess 
of ^Eienzi^ and ^The Mying Dutchman/ 
the influence of Italian opéra was so strong 
that it seemed hard to accept this new 
doctrine of art People were surprised, 
impressedy but could not make up their 
minds frankly to déclare themselves for 
the innovator. A certain coldness even 
for Weber and Beethoven became notice- 
able. Liszt, uS might hâve been expected, 
helped more than any one to replace thèse 
giants on their^proper pedestal. Bossini's 
fecundity produced a large number of op- 
éras, which resulted in a séries of triumphs 
for the author. His voluptuous music, full 
of spontaneous melody, appeals directly to 
ail, and is easily appreciated. The super- 
abundance of fioriture cannot be denied. 
Still, when executed with taste by beauti- 
ful, well trained voices, thèse embeUish- 
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ments oertainly please audiences and 
enhance the triamph of the exécutants 
without really iiyuring the composition. 
This highly omamental style is essentially 
in the spirit of the Bestoration. As for 
Bellini^ it must be said that his is the 
music of the heart — suave^ melodious, sim- 
plC; and easily understood.^' As Liszt had 
predictedy Bichard Wagner was exciting 
universal discussion, and in the midst of it 
Bossini's sarcastic witticism ihat ^^Wag- 
ner's music was very deep and no doubt 
very fine, and not to be judged in one 
hearing, but that he, for one, did not care 
for a second/' found an écho in many 
minds. Many, indeed, did not care for a 
second hearing. Leschetizky's early fer- 
vor for the master of Bayreuth was not 
destined to be long-lived. It disappeared 
with his youth ; and^ though he still sees 
much to admire in the music-dramas, 
Leschetizky's Wagnerism is not rabid, 
wherein he dlffers from other essentially 
modem musicians. 

Meantime, Theodore's réputation had 
spread beyond the walls of Yienna and 
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ontside liis native province, GaJicia. In 
1846he^ent to Prag to assist the violin- 
isTï^rdinand Laub, a prodnct of the Bo- 
hemian Conservatory and then a lad of 
twelve. Even in commnnities where the 
wider cnltivation of the best mnsic éle- 
vâtes the taste and broadens the concep- 
tion of andienceS; technical display has at 
ail times excited enthnsiasm. Bnt hère 
were two young performers who, over and 
above advanced virtnosity, conld lay daim 
to scholarly understanding of important 
Works, and matority of feeling not to be 
expected from lads of their âge. Critics 
and pnblic nnited in recognizing a deeper 
merit, and Théodore refers to this Prag 
concert as one of his cherished memories. 
In 1846 he went to Budapest to take 
part in some of Hector Berlioz's concerts. 
The French composer's high encominms 
pleased the yonng artist even more than 
his own indubitable success with the crit- 
ical Pest audiences. 

Berlioz had already made triumphal 
passages through Gcrmany, where he had 
met fervent admirers in Bchumann and 
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liszt For years fhe latter^ with char- 
acteristic generosity, had been working 
for ihe propagation of fhe compositions of 
his erratio bat always idealistic coUeagne. 
Looking back over the history of 
Leschetizky's intense mental activity^ we 
oome across one sonroe of inspiration in 
fhe well'known Bettich femûly. Lesche- 
tizky says : *^As a yonng man I eigoyed 
fhe frienâship of the whole Bettich honse- 
hold, and the society of thèse cnltored 
people and their distingnished intimâtes 
was certainly of the greatest intellectnal 
advantage to me." Mme. Eettich and 
her hnsband; both esteemed actors at the 
Bnrg Theater in Vienna^ were possessed 
of highly interesting personalities. Jnlia 
Gley (Bettich) began her artistic career 
as a mère child. Her snccess was almost 
immédiate^ and continned till Ul healfh 
obliged her to leave the stage in 1863. At 
the time of Theodore's fréquent visits to 
her hospitable home she was still in the 
zénith of her feune, and especiàlly beloved 
in her interprétation, in many cases her 
création, of the principal rôles in Fried- 
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rioh Halm's (Baron Mûnch de BeUinghan- 
sen) nninerotis dramas. The faoility of 
this great artist was sach that on one oc- 
casion she was able to substitate in the 
title rôle of a play of which she had only 
casnally heard a rehearsal. Finding the 
stage-manager in distress on acconnt of the 
sndden illness of his leading lady, she of- 
fered to take her place. She leamed the 
Unes in a few honrs^ and played the part 
with snocess the same evening. Kor did 
the andience detect the slightest nncer- 
tadnty of memory or nneasiness regarding 
the business of the rôle. She was gifted in 
many ways, and was^ moreover, of a high 
moral character^ an idealist in ail things^ 
a true wife, even an excellent housekeeper. 
It is hardly possible to describe in words 
the charm of this good woman. Otherwise 
wonderfolly well balanced mentally^ she 
had one idiosyncrasy. If she chanced to 
go ont alonc; she was qnite sure to lose her 
way^ and so be unable to reach her home 
withont applying for assistance. Théo- 
dore she loved as a son, and was always 
delighted to welcome him to her intimate 
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circle of friends^ eomposed of Friedrich 
Halm, ihe i)oet Banemfeld, the actors 
Laub and Laroche, the composer Dessaner, 
and others. Contact with thèse minds 
necessarily had an elevating influence on 
the yonng man's taste, and became a jk)- 
tent factor in the development of his es- 
thetic nature and the formation of his 
judgment. Inspired by such an environ- 
ment, he conceived a great love for know- 
ledge and désire to meet writers of the 
period ; and ail the time he could spare 
from his spécial work was devoted to solid 
reading. His evenings with the Bettichs 
hâve remained among his most delightfal 
réminiscences. And it is an interesting 
picture as he unfolds it : the cozy round 
table, the eminent actors, men of letters, 
and musicians grouped about the brightly 
radiating lamp, the scintillating conversa- 
tion, the génial host and hostess, ever 
thoughtful of the comfort and feelings of 
their guests. It became the fashion for 
each in tum to contribute an original 
work— whether play, novel, or poem— to 
the gênerai entertalnment. A comic 
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novelette by Leschetizky is to be referred 

to this peripd ^^^ 

Hearing^^hnlhofiuformed an epoch in 
Leschetizky's careér. It was at an even- 
ing réception given by Dessauer in honor 
of the artist who had been so well received 
in Paris and whose concerts were aii- 
nounced in Vienna. " I well remember," 
says Leschetizky; '^that drawing-room^ 
filled with mnsicians and criticS; ail expec- 
tation with regard to the artist of the day. 
He was, of conrse, asked to play, and ac- 
ceded with charming simplicity. After 
trying the piano and preluding a little, he 
began a composition of his— "Le Chant 
du Berger." Under his hands the piano 
seemed like another instrument. Seated 
in a corner, my heart overflowing with in- 
describable émotions as I listened. Not a 
note escaped me. I began to foresee a new 
style of playing. That melody standing | 
out in bold relief that wonderful sonority 
—ail this must be due to a new and en- 
tirely différent touch. And that cantabile, 
a legato such as I had not dreamed possible 
on the piano, a human voice rising above 
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As we hâve seen, Leschetizky, gifted by 
nature with great mechanical &cility, had 
attained marked virtuosity in early youth. 
He maintains that his technique was more 
brilliant at seventeen than ever after- 
ward. Speaking^^f^hispractiâng, he 
says : "While I worked on my exercises 
I never allowed my thoughts to wander 
(6 \ from my task, but kept them strictly fixed 

^ on what I was doing." His early acquired 
habit of concentration stood him in good 
stead, and he daims that thereby he was 
able to accomplish much in a short time^ 
practising only three hours a day at most^ 
even during the weeks immediately pre- 
ceding a concert tour. 

But if he spent fewer hours daily at his 
instrument than many young aspirants to 
pianistic famé, he was not on that account 
idle. He says: "The day was scarcely 
long enough for ail I had to do. My uni- 
versity work took up considérable time. 
I managed to do ail my practising during 
the day, as the law forbids piano-playing 
after ten o'clock ; but I frequently worked 
at my books till far into the night. Be- 
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sides other stndies, I was taking a légal 
conrse, and sometimes in the spring I 
would go with my law-book into one of 
Vienna's many parks. One evening I was 
sitting on a bench in the Molken Bastei 
Gktrden. It had grown too dark for me to 
read^ but I continned to sit there, having 
completely lost track of time. As I was 
about to go, I felt a hand on my arm. I 
looked np, and was startled at recognizing 
the celebrated playwright Grillparzer. 
He proposed that we should take a stroll 
and then walk home together. He was at 
the time nearly sixty years old, and ail 
that he said, thongh uttered in jovial tones, 
had the weight of an oracle for me^ and 
has since been food for thought. Speaking 
of the theater, he asked me how this or 
that of his pièces was played. I looked 
up at him in amazement. ^Why, cer- 
tainly,' pnrsued the poet, ^I ask, for I sel- 
dom go to see my things played, and never, 
for instance, "Des Meeres nnd der Liebe 
Wellen." I don't like it any more,' added 
he. Very much surprised, I described to 
him how much it had impressed me and 
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how well it always took with audiences. 
^ Yes, yes ; that is ail very well. I realize 
that if I had it to do over I could do no 
bctter. Still, I bclieve I wonld not writc 
it at ail now.' " 

With advancing years and vanished 
illusions, expérience ox>ens up new vistas ; 
the same thème receives a new treatment, 
or is laid aside as unfit for use or too dif- 
ficulttohandle. Leschetizkyoftenspeaks 
of this conversation with Orillparzer ; for 
later in life came a poignant realization of 
the old man's meaning—whose words, 
floating down from the distant past, reecho 
so truly in the présent 

Orillparzer wa5 devoted to music^ espe- 
cially the works of Beethoven and Schu- 
bert, and meeting Théodore frequently at 
the house of a mutual Mend, it was his de- 
light to hear the young artistes interpré- 
tations, particularly of the Beethoven 
Sonatas, àll of which Leschetizky played 
frommemory. Thegreatdramatistwould 
ask sometimes for one, sometimes for an- 
other, as his fancy dictated, seeming to 
enjoy ail equally. His sympathies did not 
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extend to Chopin's compositions. He 
compladned of over sweetness : the Teuton 
mind misconceiving as softness the forms 
by which tlie Slav expresses the truest 
pathos ; regarding as weakness and man- 
nerism that élégance and refinement 
which, in life as well as in art, often cover 
up the deepest tragedy, as the thickly 
flowering eglantine masks the approach to 
an abyss. 
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CHAPTEE V 

Letchetizky JoinB the BeTolutlon of 1M8 — He flghto a duel 
and takea the water cure at Oreifénberg— A trip to 
Italy— A thrUling adTentore in Triart with a fluicifUl 
dénonement— A nerve-trying ■ojoum in a Venetian 

[ palace — Leachetisky's mnaloal Italian — Tbe lady of the 
gondola— An idyllic two weeks in the deaerted flsher- 
man*8 hnt 

rpHE Bevolntion, with its attendant 
A horrors, broke ont in 1848. The 
younger and more inflammable génération 
were the first to take arms— suoh arms as 
fell into their hands. Théodore relates 
how he got hold of an '^old stick " that had 
once claimed the title of gon, bat wbs 
sadly fallen from its high estate and unfit 
for practical use. For the first day his 
comradeSy like himself^ had only snch 
weapons as they stombled upon— stones; 
Bjxsy clnbSy and hatchets. The next day^ 
however, the nugority were soitably 
96 
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armed. They were divided into légions. 
The Académie Légion, eomposed of artist 
students, marched against the National 
Gnardy and Théodore saw himself opposed 
to his Mend Johann Strauss, who went as 
band-master to the National Goard. The 
lower classes became guilty of fearfdl ex- 
cesses. A number of persons were hanged 
on lamp-postS; or otherwise brutally exe- 
cuted. 

Mettemich's cynical maxim that "no- 
thing below a baron is human " fully ex- 
presses his policy ; his determined adhé- 
sion to the tenets of absolntism and his 
constant opposition to ail libéral ideas 
made him odious. He was obliged to 
leave the country in order to save his life. 
But the history of the Révolution is too 
well known to admit of detailing in thèse 
memoirs. Insurrection in Vienna was at 
its height when Théodore quarreled with 
a comrade. They fought, and Théodore 
was grievously wounded in the right arm. 
The treatment given him in Vienna re- 
sulted only in congestion of the muscles. 
After two weeks of severe pain he decided 
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to foUow the advice of friencb; who urged 
him to go to Oreifenberg to consnlt 
the celebrated physician Prisnitz, whose 
method of cnring with cold water had 
been making such a stir. The Prineess 
Julie Lichtenstein [Potocka], feeling that 
she owed her Fetum to health to the 
Prisnitz treatment^ strongly urged the 
yonng artist to lose no time^ and gave him 
a letter to the physician. Leschetizky's 
description of the renowned precursor of 
Kneipp is interesting : "I had barely ar- 
rived in Greifenberg when I hastened to 
Prisnitz's honse and was condncted into 
his study. He was tall and laconic. I 
began by telling him that the Prineess 
lichtenstein, entertaining feelings of grat- 
itude for him, had sent me with a letter, 
which I handed him. What was my sur- 
prise to see him throw it on the table 
without even reading it This singular 
behavior on the part of a man who had 
risen from the very lowest shocked me. 
To say the least, it was discourteous to his 
distinguished patroness, not to speak of 
myself. Ilearnedlater that Prisnitz could 
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not read. He did not waste many words 
^ on me^ but immediately arranged for a 

1^ visit, telling me when to expect Mm. I 

was shown to a room on the first floor of 
the Prisnitz establishment. It wos so 
damp that mnshrooms were actually grow- 
ing in it; and I declared that I would not 
^ stay ; but the attendant who witnessed my 

^ dissatisfaction merely laughed, assuring 

me that I would not only stay but be very 
comfortable and eventually cured. Pris- 
nitz had the habit of making his rounds 
on horseback. He was very punctual^ and 
^ precisely at the time he had designated I 

^ saw him alight under my window. After 

( making an examination, he prescribed 

wrapping my whole body in wet sheets. 
It was no use to offer the slightest objec- 
tion. Prisnitz was absolute in ail he said, 
and put things through with the dogged 
^ détermination of the peasant. I was 

forced to submit to the détestable treat- 
• ment, and in flve months was cured. 

When I leamed to know Prisnitz better, 
I was struck with admiration for his re- 
markable strength of character. Many 
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high-placed and eminent people took bis 
cnre^ many * also from the hnmbler walks 
of lifc. Nevcr effnsive with any one, he 
was courteons to ail àlike. Only once did 
we hâve a conversation of some length. 
On that occasion he told me that he was 
perfectly aware of the fact that he was 
consnmptive, and knew pretty mnch when 
the disease wonld carry him off. He spe- 
cified a date. I was in Italy when I read 
in the papers of Prisnitz's death. I re- 
called onr conversation. His prophecy 
had been fcOmied." 

Doring his treatment at Greifenberg 
Théodore had not been idle. Unable to 
nse his right arm^ he had as pastime corn- 
posed a number of pièces for the left hand" 
alone. Among thèse, a fitntasia on ^^Lncia 
di Lammermoor" became popnlar. 

But to retnm to the Révolution. Riots 
were stîU fréquent or dreaded in Vienna, 
and many people of means had decided 
not to retum to their winter quarters. 
Ischl was fidl of aristocratie families. 
Josef Leschetizky, seeing that he would 
hâve no trouble in establishing a [large 



^ 



s- 



< 




A TEIP TO ITALY 103 

dass of pnpils^ decided to remain there 
for the season; and Théodore, when he 
had ftdly recovered the use of his arm, 
WBS seized with an ongovemable désire to 
travel in search of new scènes and nnfar 
miliar faces. His thonghts tomed toward 
Italy, the natoral goal of àll artists. The 
moment seemed propitions ; no opposition 
was raised; and he made his préparations 
with the ardor of one about to realize a 

long-cherished ambition. 

The account of Leschetizky's first jonr-l 
ney to Italy is given as nearly as possible | 
in his own words : "In those days a trip^ ^ 
to Italy was a serions matter; not like 
to-day, when every match-seller thinks he 
mnst nndertake it. At that time he who 
traveled so far was considered a great 
man, and I mnst admit that I was qnite 
conscions of my own importance. For 
part of the way I took the train, in itself 
a pleasing novelty, and at the end of the 
railroad continned the jonmey by post. I 
was delighted by the rich and varied 
scenery along the road, inwardly reflecting 
ihat the monntains I passed were certainly 
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hiding-plaoes for the brigands and bandits 
abont whom I had read so many interest- 
ing taies. I arrived at Triest one after- 
noon, and stopped at the Hôtel Mettemidi, 
now Hôtel NationaL The Italian type 
already prevailed. In the dining-room I 
stadied the sonbomt^ sinister farces. 
Hâte depicted on each oonntenance, 
their eyes aflame^ they seemed to be dis- 
cussing the war and politics, the cnrrent 
topics of the day. I was obliged to draw 
some money in Triest. On my retom 
firom the bank, I lay down on my bed to 
takealittleneededrest. I was dozing of^ 
whena strangenoise ronsed me to ftill con- 
scionsness. I listened attentivèly; the 
noise continued. I realized fally that I 
was somewhat overwronght by the fi^tigae 
of the jonmey ; at the same time I remem- 
bered that there was a considérable snm 
of money in my room, and that the latter 
was sitnated in an isolated part of the 
hôtel. The sonnds continued with gentle 
persistençy . Bome one was working at my 
door-lock with a tool. There was no 
doubt of it— I was abont to be murdered ! 



Y 
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Jumping np from my bed, I seized my 
) Todschlagery^ and with one blow felled the 

door, only to corne face to face with an 
unoffending old woman. The poor thing 
WBS cleaning the keyhole and pollshlng 
np the door-fiastenings, preparatory to a 
banquet to be held that evening in the 
Toom next mine, which was, as I then saw, 
a large halL Quite abashed, I apologized, 
pressing a coin into her hand to silence 
her outcry, 

"Next moming I started for Venice in a 
steamboat. I was èzuberantly happy as I 
stood on deck, drawing in great breaths of 
the invigorating sea air, and contemplât- 
ing the marine sights, so new to me. We 
had not been long out of port when a high 
wind rose, the sky darkened, the waves 
blackened; it began to rain, and in the 
distance weheard the rumblingof a fest-ap- 
proaching storm. Like ail inexperienced 
travelers, I immediately conjured up 
visions of shipwreck. Everybody went 
below except myself. I remained on 
deck, enjoying the wild scène, and trem- 

1 A dnb-like weapon of the period. 

7 
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bling at the same time. Borne of my fel- 
low-pafisengers afterward confided to me 
ihat they had believed their end to be 
near. Bat the storm proved to be only a 
waterspout, soon broken by the firing of 
a eannon from a not distant vessel. Onr 
captain^ by skilfnl manœnyering; steered 
his ship free of danger, and we made for 
the harbor of Venice. The only inconve- 
nience we snffèred wbs a delay of abont five 
honrs. It was àlready dajrk when we 
neared the Biva degli Schiavoni. I sta- 
tioned myself where I could get a good 
view of the shore and the crowd of agitated 
spectators, Mends of the passengers, who 
had been anzionsly awaiting the arrivai of 
the ship. It was quite like a mob scène 
in an opéra, the ever-moving lantems 
held aloft lending phantastîc eolors. In 
the meantime gondolas swarmed about 
our steamer. As they approached, black 
and silent, they looked like hnge aqnatic 
birds &tally doing an enchanter's bidding. 
The charm was broken by the gondoliers. 
As their prows thndded agadnst the ship's 
sidesy they londly proclaimed the advan- 
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tages of the hôtel or lodging-house which 
had employed them. The whole thing 
was so interesting to me that I remained 
leaning against the deck-railing, oblivious 
of the fact that ail were engineering their 
Inggage into the gondolas and preparing 
to land. The graceful embarkations were 
rapidly filling and gliding away, when I 
awoke to the realization that I was not 
invited to spend the night aboard : I also 
must look about for a hôtel. A t that mo- 
ment I began to distinguish among other 
stridentvoices one persistently crying ont : 
'TJna stanza per nna lira in un palazzo snl 
Canal Grande^ ('A room for one lire in a 
palace on the Grand Canal '). I was not 
well acqnalnted with Italian, but it was 
impossible not to understand this an- 
nouneement ; impossible likewise to resist 
the séductions of an offer so well adapted 
to my financial situation. I felt that this 
man was the very man for me, especially 
as the Word palazzo seemed to hold forth 
promises of romantic adventure. Signal- 
ingviolently,! attracted his attention, and 
jumped into his gondola while he busied 
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himself wiih my bags and small box. The 
water reflected a thonsand lights firom the 
shore, and from ihe sky^ once more serene. 
My limited vocabnlary threatened to be 
embarrassing. I felt the need of eommu- 
nicating with my gondolier abont the load- 
ing of my belongings ; so, boldly forcing 
mnsical terms into nse, I entreated: 
'Qnesto pezzo con molto delicatezza' 
('This pièce with great delicacy ') ; and 
seeing that the intelligent Italian seemed 
to understand, I continned in the same lan- 
goage : ^ Andante^ ma non troppo presto.' 
And so we glided along as I indicated. I 
noticed that the gondola was fitted np with 
a certain Inxury which in no way corre- 
sponded to my ideas of a ^one-lire-a-night ' 
establishment. We turned into a small 
canal and stopped before an ancient pal- 
ace. My cicérone hammered with the 
knocker, and, after some considérable wait- 
ing, a key gronnd in a msty lock, and we 
saw an old woman holding a smoky lamp 
in her bony hand. She spoke, and her 
rasping tones reminded me of the key in 
the msty lock : ^TJna stanza per ona lira^ 
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va bene.' I entered, and the heavy door 
closed npon us. It was one of the antique 
palaces abandoned by the partizans of 
Carlo Alberto when they fled from Venice. 
The old woman led me np a broad stair- 
way, omamented, np to the first floor, with 
high statues. Then we walked down a 
hall to a second narrower stairway, which 
we ascended. She showed me a room on 
the second floor. Its ancient architecture 
struck me at once. It contained a large 
bed with antique upholstery and muslin 
curtainS) some heavy clothes-presses, and 
a few chairs. Two Windows looked out on 
to the canal. I set down my luggage^ 
I which I had carried up myself, and being 

in a hurry to visit the Piazza San Marco, 
started out again without further prépara- 
tions. I spent the evening wandering 
about in the narrow side streets wherever 
s I could find a footing and along the Grand 

i CanaL As Iwent lentered several at- 

' tractive-looking cafés and restaurants, and 

I will not deny that I partook heartily of 

' différent wines and other refreshments. 

It was fully 1 p.M. when I started home. 
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My head not absolntely dear, it was ail I 
could do to find my palace. This time the 
old woman had gone to bed for good. I 
knocked and knocked till, about to give 
np in desperation, and conjectnring on the 
necessity of spending the night in the open 
air, I finally heard steps, and, as the heavy 
door tomed on its hinges, langoage prob- 
ably expressive but improbably choice. 
'E troppo tarde per una lira— qnello non 
va' (^It 's too late at one lire— that won't 
do')? she înnmbled, as I again made my 
way np the superb stairs. I remember 
feeling that the statnes mnst hâve become 
phantoms, and when I reached my room, 
I nndressed as fast as possible, and, worn 
ont, went to sleep immediately. 

I awoke with a painfol start: a cold, 
dammy hand was on my foreheadi It 
did not rest there long, but jnst as I was 
noting that it had gone, it came again. 
Transfixed with fear, my body oovered 
with cold perspiration, I nevertheless real- 
ized that I was wide awake and not dream- 
ing. The hand moved above my forehead, 
tonching it slightly every few seconds with 
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I weirdregularity. Wasittheshadeofsome 

e departcd owner of the palace^ or perhaps 

I death itself whose icy Angers snnmioned 

e me to my account t I lay there some time, 

e not daring to move ; but, litUe by little, I 

i gathered my wits and soffîcîent courage to 

^ stretch out my arm and strike a light 

Gently, without shifting the position of my 
bead, I tried to reacb the candie. In a 
moment I was surrounded by fiâmes ! The 
muslin curtains had taken fire. This more 
definite danger appealing with greater 
force, I leaped from my bed, rushed to the 
window, broke a pane, tore down the cur- 
tains, and threw them hissing and sizzing 
into the canal. The room was fillled with 
smoke ; but I had suffîcient air to breathe, 
and went to work, throwîng my jugful of 
water on the singeing upholstery. At that 
moment old Lucia, wakened by the crash- 
ing of glass, came hobbling along to see 
what was the matter. The fire was al- 
ready ont, so ail she could do was to take 
I an inventory of the damage. She became 

; éloquent, and I learned that she was eus- 

todian of the palace, and, during the ab- 
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sence of its owners^ privately tamed an 
honest penny by renting a few rooms to 
strangers. 80 this explained ihe Inzuri- 
ously apx>ointed gondola : the palace had 
tenants ! Oradually the old woman be- 
came calmer. I nnderstood her low lam- 
entations chiefly by her dolefnl accents and 
speaking gestores. She worked on my 
feelings so that I promised to pay for the 
damages. In my tnm, I explained what 
had occasioned them. I was still ezcited, 
andy by means of Qerman, broken Italian, 
and many gesticulations, described the 
cold hand that had so gmesomely awak- 
ened me. Bringing her lamp nearer the 
bed, she showed me two small marble 
hands which weighted down the cords nsed 
to draw into place a netting as protection 
against mosqnitos. In a restless sleep I 
had started their swaying over my fore- 
head. And that is how I spent my first 
night in Venice, in a room for which I 
was to pay one lire, but which cost me 
more than an élégant apartment in the 
most expensive hôtel. I had indeed been 
in an adventnre, thongh not of the ro- 
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mantic character that I had looked for- 
wardto. 

"The ncxt morning I determined to sce 
Yenice and incidentally find another 
room. The day was perfect. Keclining 
lazily in my gondola, I watched the sun- 
light dancing on the bright blue water. 
On either side stately palaces, a marvelous 
testimony of the antique glory and mag- 
nificence of the Yenetian Bepublic, glided 
slowly by, and the Queen of the Sea re- 
vealed herself to me as in a mighty stere- 
opticon. I felt that I must not lose any 
of the gorgeous spectacle, and, leaning for- 
ward, called ont to my gondolier. As I 
hâve said, my Italian was sadly lacking ; 
but my success of the previous evening 
had emboldened me, and an array of mu- 
sical terms again coming to my relief, I 
said, ^ Andante, meno mosso, molto adagio, 
quasi lento,' feeling ail the time that my 
fluency must make an impression on the 
picturesque, deep-voiced Yenetian. When 
it was time to tum back toward my lodg- 
ing, I ordered: ^Allegro vivace e senza 
rallentando sino al fine.' And in this 
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manner I was able to make myself nnder- 
stood dnring the whole course of my first 
voyage through Italy." 

In the harbor of Yenice^ leaning against 
the deck-railing of the newly arrived 
steamer^ young Leschetizky had dreamed 
a golden dream of love. It wbs to come^ 
swifUy, and not without its bitter alloy of 
pain ! The romantic adventure for which 
the boy sighed was destined to strike deep 
down into his heart's depths. He says : 
"I hâve always loved Venice, which holds 
ineffaceable memories for me." Strangely 
ineffaceable indeed^ in a life so strangely 
ftill of stirring incident ! I give the story 
in his own words : "One evening, dnring 
the opéra at the Bossini Theater, I saw a 
young woman whose beauty fascinated me. 
From the moment I first looked on that 
dainty head with its heavy mass of brown 
hair artistically coiled low on her neck^ I 
found it impossible to tum my eyes away. 
I tried to imagine what thoughts might be 
harbored behind the serene marble fore- 
head; what was the cause of the strange 
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melancholy expressed by the long, sweep- 
ing glance of the starlike eyes, shaded by 
magnificent lashes. 8he did not seem in- 
terested in tlie audience, and spoke little 
to her lady in waiting ; but the few words 
she said seemed to reveal a great goodness. 
My young imagination was much dis- 
turbed, and every instant added to my 
excitement. Between acts I rushed out 
into the corridor, hoping that I might 
catch a glimpse of her. The fates were 
with me. The door of her box opened, 
and a handsomely dressed old gentleman 
went in. The young lady rose to meet 
him, and they stood in conversation near 
the entrance in such a way that I wbs able 
to see her face plainly. When the opéra 
was over, I waited to see her pass down 
the stairs. She had a slow, undulating 
walk. As she came ncarer my heart beat 
so loudly that I felt she certainly must hear 
it, and as she passed in front of me her 
glance fell on me like a lightning-flash. I 
can still recall the dizziness that I experi- 
enced at that moment. At the entrance 
she stood an instant, chatting with her lady 
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in waitingy who then left her ; and as the 
gondola of my beantifol unknown glided 
away, I leai>ed into it and sat down at her 
side. I confess tliat my behavior was UtUe 
short of mdenessy and attempt no défense. 
The yoong lady was first amazed, then in- 
dignant ; but finally, seeing my despair at 
having displeased her, womanlike, forgave 
the oifense occasioned by her charms^ and 
consented to speak to me. I leamed that 
she was of Austrian descent on her father's 
side. Her Italian mother led a retired life 
in a provincial town. The old count 
whom I had seen speaking with her had 
known her from childhood; and her édu- 
cation had been his care. Strange as it 
may seem^ our conversation had in a few 
short moments become quite personal. 
Giulia even confided to me her feelings of 
rancor against this man, who, when her 
beauty blossomed into womanhood; had 
taken ad vantage of his intimacy to address 
her in terms that she could not but abhor. 
Ail this she told me in excellent German. 
In the meantime she had given directions 
to her gondoliers in the évident hope of 
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setting me down at some place. Bat it 
was impossible to get rid of me. I was 
determined to flnd ont where she lived. 
As she WBS expected at the old eount's 
honse^ she was finally obliged to allow her- 
self to be taken thcre. Produeing a key, 
she let herself in through a side door. I 
carried my audacity so far as to pni'siie 
her into the secret passage. Oiulia^ 
thoroughly frightened, shoved me into a 
clothes-press, saying in mnffled tones : * For 
(ïod's sake ! My life is in danger if you 
are seen ! ' 

'^I spent a long time in that clothes- 
press,— it seemed an etemity,— standing 
up in the midst of what I discovered to be 
tinsel-braided liveries. The odor of brass 
buttons and garments in daily nse nan- 
seated me, but I waited patiently. I think 
I should soon hâve suffocated^ but at length 
Giulia's light hand gently openedthe door, 
and I was able to get ont without fear of 
discovery. A few minutes later we had 
reached her home. It was long after mid- 
night, but I felt that my persévérance and 
the risks I had run merited some pity in 
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retnriL Ginlia seemed to be somewhat of 
my opinion— at least, she allowed me to 
follow her in. The servants had ail re- 
tired. The lady in waiting admitted ns, 
and, thongh she seemed snrprised to see a 
yonng man, did not question my right to 
enter, and preceded ns to the salon. I can 
still see that beantiftd room, so artistic, so 
ftill of eostlyknickknacks— in the midst of 
ail this a magnificent Erard. I opened it 
and began to improvise. Oinlia stood fia- 
cing me. As she leaned over the piano, I 
noticed a tear sparkling on the tip of her 
lashes. That tear was for me— a star I I 
fell on my knees, and taking her pretty, 
nervons little hands in mine, covered them 
with kisses. But she, with a charming 
gestnre, ordered me back to my seat, say- 
ing, with that bewitching and characteris- 
tic Venetian languor : * You mnst play— it 
does me good. I should like to hear it 
always.^ 

"Day was breaking when I rose from the 
piano and said farewell to Ginlia. The 
city was already awake. Gondolas laden 
with provisions and other wares were cir- 
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cnlating on the canals ; early-rislng honse- 
wives, pretty maidens carrying baskets, 
hurried along the streets 5 the shrill voices 
of fishwomen and the screeching of ponl- 
try indicated that the market-place was 
near at hand. The morning was cool, bnt 
I felt as if ail this motion must wann np 
the atmosphère and melt the frost. I 
leaped into a gondola. I was happy with 
the happiness one enjoys only at eighteen. 
I had but one thought, my whole being 
concentrated on it: she had told me to 
come back. 

"I spent many deUcious hours with 
Giulia. No one opposed my coming and 
going. Her lady in waiting became very 
fond of me, and took me under her pro- 
tection. Giulia's mind wss as fascinating 
as her beauty, and her sensitiveness to 
musical impressions made her ail the 
dearer to me, who saw in her my inspira- 
tion. One day she told the old count that 
she was going to spend two weeks with her 
mother. Her guardian consented, little 
dreaming where she was actually going. 
We lived our idyl on the Isola Madré, in 
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a deserted fisherman's but Oiali% whose 
tact and capability made her exqnisite in 
ail she did, attended to oor litUe honse- 
keeping herself. We were happy with a 
poetic happiness. Alos I it was to last bnt 
two weékSy and with a heavy heart I saw 
approaching the moment of oor sépara- 
tion. In that crisis my career seemed of 
no importance. I wos determined to cast 
ail aside, ànd entreated Oinlia to become 
my wife. Bnt she answered genUy and 
sorrowfoUy that our lives conld not be 
nnited. She even exacted from me a 
promise never to write to her or make any 
effort to seek her ont again. Onr love 
W9S to be like a beantiftQ dreain, which 
takes flight, leaving only memories be- 
hind. Her last sad look enveloped me 
like a veil of tendemess^ and standing on 
the beach; watching the boat that carried 
her off, I wept with the passionate bitter- 
ness of a man's first woe." 
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Leschetizky at the âge of twenty-six. 



CHAPTEB VI 

" T. Leschetixky, I. A. Bâcher, tailors*'— Meyerbeer and his 
red ombrella— Goiint Sandor and his practical Jokes— 
Ijeacheiâzky pays a midnight yisit to the roined Oastle 
of Wildenstein— He calls on Bfilow and forgets his 

own name — "The raviahing Flora S "—Théodore 

goes to St Petersbnrg. 

IH A VE read in history of many instances 
in wMch friendship came to heal the 
wounds inflicted by love. Well it was 
for Théodore that a healthy comradery of 
common purpose and common interests, 
the companionship of a friend, came to 
raise him from his self-seeking grief, came 
to lead him gently back to the paths of 
real life and of duty. In his own words : 
"My friend L A. Bâcher joined me, and we 
concluded to take up our journey through 
the mountains. The road was lonesome, 
and we were obliged to travel to Bormio 
121 
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in a carnage. My friend and I knew per- 
fectly well that as snpposed Anstrians we 
were not particularly welcome in that 
vicinity nor likely to be treated with ex- 
aggerated coartesy^ if good opportnnity 
offered of taking a litUe private revenge 
for Badetsky's victories. In fiact^ it was 
nunored and believed that Austrians ran 
considérable risk of being attacked and 
miserably strangled on the slightest prov- 
ocation. It was with thèse thoughts that 
we were rolling along, when we heard 
whistling from the hills, ominonsly re- 
sponded to by onr coachman. We imme- 
diately nnderstood that we were being 
signaled; and noted with increased alarm 
that onr driver was slowing np his horses. 
The situation was, to say the least, nn- 
pleasant Jumping upon the boz-seat, I 
displayed my Todschlâger^ threatening to 
strike the man on the head if he dared 
whistle again. Then, taking the reins and 
whipy I set our horses to a gallop, and kept 
ùp this pace till I felt that we had passed 
the danger-line. 

"This section of our journey was very 
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exciting; the country was in a state of 
fomentation, the air filled with the odor 
of battle. As for me, my aching heart 
and mind had room for but one image, 
one thought. Bâcher did what he could 
to help me, and, in his true friendship, 
bore patiently with my moodiness and 
fits of dépression. The war really seemed 
an insignificant épisode to me. I was 
at war myself, and the shadowy com- 
batants within engaged ail my attention." 

In the meantime the jonrney was doing 
its good work in restoring Theodore's 
eqoanimity. At eighteen no malady is 
mortal. Little by little the extemal 
world once more became interesting, and 
after weeks of éloquent silence his diary 
again bears record of every-day events. 
One little incident he relates as foUows : 

" We reached Gratz one moming, and 
engaged a small, inexpensive room at the 
Eléphant Hôtel. We had traveled with 
slender Inggage ; and a single suit, made 
to do for ail emergencies, had begon to 
show signs of faithful service. We were 
both in the same condition, onr clothes 
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tom in many places and woeftilly lacking 
as to buttons. My friend, in the spirit of 
eoonomy, proposed that we shonld be onr 
own mendersy and forthwith went ont to 
porchase neoessary materials. On his re- 
tnmy jnst for a lark, he sat down on the 
table tailorwisCy and, giving me his coat 
to work on, attacked mine with great en- 
crgy. Whilc we were thns absorbed, the 
hôtel steward came, according to i)olice 
r^^olation, to get onr names. To onr sur- 
prise, he did not seem in the least aston- 
ished to see us at our un£uniliar occupa- 
tion. We were, however, much amused 
later, and determined to stick to our rôles, 
when, in looking over the register, we 
foundournamesinscribedthus : 'T.Lesche- 
tizky, I. A. Bâcher, tailors.' 

" We were then on our homeward jour- 
ney, and, reaching Yienna^ found the city 
in a State of great confusion. The victories 
of Austria ; her political attitude as op- 
posed to that of Hungary ; the abdication 
of the Emperor Ferdinand in fovor of his 
nephew Francis Joseph, then only eigh- 
teen years of âge— thèse aflbirs occupied 
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him so that he fonnd time for nothing else. 
Abandoning mnsic as a career, he never- 
theless ctQtivated it assîduonsly as a pas- 
time^ and loved to hear others sing and to 
sing himself. It was a real pleasure to 
accompany him, and one I ei\joyed fre- 
qnently. One day, as I rested from my 
practising, watching the birds on a tree 
near my window, I snddenly beheld Nes- 
troy seated on the hedge a few feet from 
the honse. He had a pencil and was 
writingy resting the paper on his knees. 
I called ont that I would bring him a chair^ 
bnt he begged me not to do so. ^This is 
my favorite spot for writing,' said he, in 
his gay, affable manner. 'When I listen 
to yonr playing my ideas come fast, and 
so when I hear yon begin I come and sit 
on this hedge.' " 

In those days Ischl was famons as a 
snmmer resort, not only for fashionàble 
people, bnt for ail persons of note. Yonng 
Leschetizky met there, besides Meyerbeer 
and Nestroy, Dessaner, the poets Banem- 
feld, Mosenthal, and the fetmons Professor 
Unger ; while Bismarck and the celebrated 
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wife and two children. The object of the 
visit to ns was flattering. He had corne to 
ask me to teach one of his daughters. Pre- 
vions to this I had met him at Dessaner's, 
and it was to the latter's recommendation 
that I owed Meyerbeer's confidence. I 
tanght the yonng lady for two seasons. 
Later she married the Êunons paînter, 
Bichter. My relations with Meyerbeer 
were very pleasant, and of great adrantage 
to me. I had tried my hand at writing 
opera^ and my first attempt^ ' Die Brûder 
von San Marco,' I played to him. Meyer- 
beer's advioe was helpfnl and encourag- 
ing. 

^'I fonnd another delightfol acqxiain- 
tance in the celebrated author Nestroy, 
whose plays, 'Enlenspiegel,' 'Der Talis- 
man/ and otherS; are still given. He was 
then living not far from ns. He had a 
magnificent bass voice, and in his youth 
had snng at the Vienna Opéra. He made 
his successfnl débnt as Sarastro in the 
' Magic Flnte.' He might hâve earned his 
lanrels as the greatest comedian of the 
day ; bnt his muse for writing importnned 



♦> 



VIBITORB AT ISOHL 127 

him so that he fonnd time for nothing else. 
Abandoning music as a career, he never- 
fheless cnltiyated it assiduonsly as a pas- 
time, and lored to hear others sing and to 
sing himself. It was a real pleasure to 

» accompany him, and one I eiyoyed fre- 

qnently. One day, as I rested from my 
practising, watching the birds on a tree 
near my window, I snddenly beheld MTes- 
troy seated on the hedge a few feet from 
the honse. He had a pencil and was 

y wrîting, resting the paper on his knees. 

I called ont that I wonld bring him a chair, 
bnt he begged me not to do so. ^This is 
my favorite spot for writing,' said he, in 
his gay, affable manner. ^When I listen 
to yonr playing my ideas come fast, and 

*> so when I hear yon begin I come and sit 

on this hedge.' " 

In those days Ischl was famons as a 
snmmer resort, not only for fashionable 
I)eople, bnt for ail persons of note. Yonng 
Leschetizky met there, besides Meyerbeer 

> and Nestroy, Dessaner, the poets Banem- 

feld, Mosenthal, and the famons Professer 
Unger ; while Bismarck and the celebrated 
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Ck>nnt Bandor represented the world of 
diplomacy. 

Many of Goont Sandor's eccentricities 
probably will not find place in his biog- 
raphy as a man of affairs ; but those who 
knew him personally can scarcely mention 
his name withoat recalling some startiing 
expérience connected with him. Lesche- 
tizky was one day dining at his Mend 
Dessaner's. The apartment was several 
floors np, and the guests were naturally 
not a little sorprised to see the coont rid- 
ing into the dining-room on horseback. 
Indeed, his horses were qoite as well ac- 
cnstomed to climbing stairs as are other 
animais to walking on level gronnd. On 
another occasion Leschetizky, Meyerbeer, 
and again Dessaner were Innching in a 
garden restaurant They had remained 
rather late, and were sitting in a seduded 
spot. Suddenly the sprîghtly countap- 
peared on his favorite pony^ which imme- 
diately jumped up on a vacant table^ step- 
ping gingerly from one to another till it 
reached the astonished trio, who knew not 
what to expect next. Chancing to meet 
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an aristocratie friend ont driving onc day 
Sandor stepped up to her équipage to 
greet her. They remained some time in 
conversation, and wheu the lady finally 
signaled her coachman to proceed, the 
carnage moved not afoot,notwithstanding 
the efforts of the horses, urged by repeated 
lashes of the whip. The lady became 
alarmed, and when her coachman turned 
toward her to reassure her and excuse him- 
self, he saw that Count Sandor's hand, rest- 
ing on one of the wheels, was the cause of 
the trouble. He had been unable to resist 
the temptation of displaying his herculean 
strength in this little prank athis friend's 
cxpense. 

Among the many beautiful and interest- 
ing spots in the immédiate vicinity of 
Ischl, "Wildenstein must offer, I think, 

\ spécial attractions to tourists. The road 

Icading to it is steep and in many places 
rough, but when the spring air is loaded 
with tiie perfnme of naturels best promises, 

^ the long walk under the arching forest 

trees does not seem long ; and the magni- 

^ ficent view that Wildenstein offers to ail 
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intrepid enongh to make its ascent is one 
not easily forgotten, even by the most 
blasé traveler. A savage, rocky ruin 
where once stood a stately casUe dating 
back tx> ihe eleventh century, it takes its 
name from the robber baron Wildenstein, 
who inhabited it in the fonrteenth, and 
whose legendary record still lives in the 
traditions of the Ischl conntry. A yonth- 
fnl réminiscence of Leschetizky is recalled 
by this name. It was on a sommer even- 
ing, one of those very warm evenings when 
not a leaf stirs. A company of yoong 
people were going home after a dance. 
They walked gaily along, langhing and 
joking^ and in the dark stillness trying to 
frighten each other with hints of ghosts 
and brigands. One of the ladies^ precisely 
the one that Théodore most admired, re- 
marked that men toUlk a great deal abont 
courage, but tha| she wonld wager there 
was no one présent who wonld dare go up 
to Wildenstein at that time of night The 
challenge was, to say the least, startling, 
and the insinuation not to be brooked by 
a Pôle, The idea that any one, especially 
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a woman, could doubt his courage; made 
Theodore^s blood boil ; and in an instant^ 
with assumed indifférence, he said : "I will 
go." "What, at this hourt" cried the 
others. "Impossible; we would never 
allow it." "Nevertheless," pursued the 
indomitable youth, "I am going." His 
Word had been given : the more they tried 
to dissuade him, the more determined he 
was. It was calculated that it would take 
about an hour to reach Wildenstein from 
the spot where they then stood, and they 
decided that when Théodore had attained 
the min he should fire two shots from his 
TerzeroV The young people were at heart 
not sorry to prolong the delightful even- 
ing, and for the first half-hour or more 
chatting and joking made the time pass 
rapidly enough. But soon conversation 
flagged somewhat, then ceased altogether. 
The women began to regret that they had 
not forced Théodore to be reasonable, each 
one privately blaming herself or her neigh- 
bor. Theodore's dainty partner inwardly 
inveighed against her imprudent wager, 

lAamaUpistol. 



132 THEODOEE LESOHETIZKY 

now that she clearly saw the frightfol 
conséquences. Anxiety increased^ and in 
low voices they discnssed the varions kinds 
of danger to which he was exposed. With 
tme féminine instinct^ any definite horror, 
as it appeared to each mind, was carefally 
nnuttered ; but they gave voice to spécula- 
tions like the foUowing : the branch of a 
tree might poke his eyes out ; he might 
violently stub his toc and roU downhiU, 
or perhaps see Baubritter Wildenstein's 
ghost and faint from fright More and 
more t'^^rrified, they listened with beating 
hearts. The young men did their best to 
reassure the young women. According 
to them, it was nothing to explore Wil- 
denstein at midnight— a mère bagatelle, 
which any man would willingly undertake, 
but for the necessity of relinquishing the 
charming society of the ladies. Neverthe- 
less, each furtively looked at his watch, 
and, ascertaining that the hour was past, 
fervently prayed for the expected signal. 
In the meantime our hero had gone to 
his lodgings in search of his Terzerol. He 
took the shortest but worst road to his 
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destination^ and climbed lightiy np the 
steep ascenty grasping the overhanging 
branches for support. Disregarding the 
sinister shadows to the rîght and left, res- 
olately stifiing thé dread of the nnknown 
in his heart^ he kept straight on, his cigar 
in his teeth. The unreasoning fears of a 
vivid imagination are severe teste of phy- 
sieal courage, and I am inclined to believe 
that BS he neared the summit and finally 
felt the loose stones which mark the im- 
médiate approach to the ruin roU under 
his feet, Théodore was not sorry that he 
was soon to tum his face toward his com- 
panions agadn. As he stood in the ruin 
he heard a noise, a weird, muffled sound, 
as of one moving in the broken archways. 
On ail sides, like buming coals, fiery eyes 
looked into his. For one fearsome mo- 
ment the screeching of hundreds of night- 
birds and the whirring of owls and bâte 
threw Théodore in a panic. Then two 
pistol-shote were answered by faint shoute 
from below, while the littte kingdom, dis- 
turbed for the first time in untold years, 
raised a vigorous vocal protest, forcing the 
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intrader to beat a hasty^ not nnwillîng 
retreat. The sky was assnniiiig the rosi- 
ness of dawn as Théodore appeared at the 
end of the avenue, to be received with 
plandits and congratulations by his ex- 
pectant friends. 

How many charming memories this pe- 
riod of Leschetizky's life recalls I How 
many names which bring the dear mali- 
cious smile into the kind brown eyes as he 
recounts one anecdote after another I The 
following one seems to throw further light 
on his character. Théodore and a number 
of friends once undertook an excursion on 
the GhafTberg in Wolfgansee. It was a 
beautiful day, and the party walked gaily 
along, stopping only occasionally to enjoy 
the wonderful scenery from several noted 
yantage-points. Nothing was further from 
their minds than the possibility of bad 
weather ; but ail of a sudden the bright 
blue sky took on chalky, yellowish tints^ 
a sharp wind arose, big drops began to fall, 
and soon the rain in torrents. No house 
in sight, and a long way to shelter in either 
direction! It seemed useless to turn 
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back 'y rather better to push forward to a 
restanrant on the top of tbe hiU. The 
earth drenched and slippery, the rain ron- 
ning rapîdly down in gnlleys, made walk- 
ing diffîcnlt ; bntby keeping their thonghts 
intent on the good hot coffee and warm 
room awaiting them, the resolute youths 
managed to keep to their feet They made 
their appearance in the dining-hall of the 
restanrant looking more like <bowned rats 
than the yonng dandies that they were^ 
nsnally conspicnons for their correct at- 
tire. And the innkeeper, with character- 
istic monntaineer good hnmor, nshered 
them to another room, where they took oflF 
their dripping clothes and hung them np 
to dry before a roaring fire. After which 
the gay party, now qnite in the state of 
natnre and in a hnmor very mnch the re- 
verse of cheerfal, hnddled together to 
cover their embarrassment. Never with- 
ont an expédient, Théodore snddenly con- 
ceived a brilliant idea. Why not take 
down the curtains and lambreqnins and 
don them as Boman drapery t The ceiling 
being low, the exécution of his plan was 
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eBsy, and a quarter of an hoor later^ cos- 
tumed like the Druids in "Norma," armed 
with cnrtain-poles bs staveS; they filed into 
the kitchen^ singing in loud yoices. AU 
the guests and servants were soon on the 
soene to witness the strange sight, and the 
restaorant-keeper, in whom the love of a 
gôod joke evidently outweighed the love 
of proi)erty, joined in the hearty laugh 
over the masqnerade. 

Leschetizky became acquainted with 
Biilow probably during the time the latter 
was stndying law in Leipzig. The circum- 
stances of his first visit to the snbsequently 
great interpréter of Beethoven are amns- 
ing. Biilow happened not to be at home^ 
and the maid who answered Theodore's 
ring very naturally asked what name she 
was to give Herr Bûlow on his retnrn. 
Like many others living chiefly in a world 
of abstract ideas, Leschetizky has always 
been absent-minded, and, strange as it may 
seem, at that moment he conld not recall 
his own name. Thrusting his hand ôrst 
in one pocket, then in another, in feverish 
search of a card, and unable to find onC; 



ABSENT-MINDEDNESS 137 
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he realized what a sorry figure he pre- 1 

sented, and made a violent rush for the 

stairs. Reaching the foot, he suddenly 

remembered his name^ and seeing the 

^ maid peering curiously after the strange 

1 visitor, shouted back: "Leschetizky ! " 

Bûlow afterward told him that the girl 
had related the incident with embellishing 
détails descriptive of his wild appearance 
and dishevelled hair, prefacing her ac- 

I* count with : "An idiot named Leschetizky 

^ called to-day." 

About that time Théodore became ac- 
quainted with the génial, whole-souled 

I LitolfF, whose brilliant, at the sametime 

romantic, playing and compositions had 
been exciting interest and enthusiasm 

. through central and western Europe. 

The social instinct at ail times has been 

^ strong in Leschetizky. He has never be- 

longed to that class of musicians who seem 
unable to find companionship or the pos- 
sibilities of wider culture outside the 

y ranks of their craft. We find him, at 

twenty, a fréquent visitor at thé most aris- 
tocratie houses in Vienna, and at those of 

9 
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the great financiftl world—everywhere a 
fitYorite, not only on acooont of his ami- 
able wiUingness to play, bat also for his 
yivacions wit and conversational powers. 
Connt Esterhazy, Connt Taafe, Baron Zed- 
litZy Baron Kônigswarter;— of whom he 
teUs amnsing anecdotes^— the charming 
Mme. de Wertheinstein, her sister. Baron- 
ess TodescOy Baron Wodianer, Baron 
Miinch de Bellinghansen, and Princess 
lichtenstein); whom the reader may re- 
member as a child assidaonsly practising 
at Lancaty are names which recall many 
pleasant evenings of Leschetizky's yonth. 
At the Yilla Fiocola in Ischl there is a 
small portrait^ and I think that every one 
who sees it mnst take the same interest in 
it that I do. It represents a young girl. 
She is more than pretty, with an indefina- 
ble eharm of expression : she looks down 
on you with a melancholy smile, and the 
capricions litUe nose is in piqnant con- 
trust to the serions, pensive eyes; she 
wears a dark high frock, a plain coUar^ and 
a cape ; her hair is dressed simply—an al- 
Inring portrait in its ezqnisite simplicity 
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and grâce. The pîcture is liimg high, and 
I remember climbing on a chair to examine 
it closely and to note the date and signa- 
ture— "Michel Stohl, 1859." Just then 
Leschetizky came in, and I asked the name 
of the lovely original. 

"Ah ! " sighed the master, and his ex- 
pression saddened. "That is the ravishing 

Flora S . I conld not but give her ail 

my thoughts. To her I dedicated 'Les 
Alouettes.' And," he continued, looking 
up at the picture, "how I loved her I She 
played both the piano and the zither very 
well. One of her admirers prided himself 
on having some knowledge of this instru- 
ment and was able to play duets with her ; 
so I determined to leam also, and imme- 
V diately set about finding an instructor. I 

' ascertained that there was a teacher, and 

an exceptionally good one,— strangely 
enough, a washerwoman by trade, — who in 
her spare hours was glad to add to her in- 
come by giving lessons on this weird little 
} instrument of the Alps. I went to her and 

began my studies on the spot. I soon 
found that her réputation was well earned. 
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She had real x>edagogic talent, besides con- 
sidérable natnral musical abiHty. We got 
along famonslj; her honest round face 
broadening with pleasure every time we 
met, and she took note of my progress, 
complimenting me in lier simple language 
on my ready understanding and facility. 
I retaliated by praising her teaching. In 
two weeks I proposed to Mlle. Flora to 
play with her anything she would sélect. 
She was delightfully surprised, and after 
that would play with me only. My rival 
worsted, I remained in full possession of 
the field. We played together a great 
deal, and I was perfectly happy— no ! not 
perfecUy, for I felt that it could not last. 
Flora belonged to a wealthy family. We 
might be allowed to enjoy ourselves for a 
while, but I knew that when the chains 
which bound my heart to hers were irrep- 
arably forged, some one would intervene 
to snap them asunder. It was better for 
me to be off. I realized it fully, and re- 
solved to go far away from Vienna, into 
another land, other surroundings, where 
perhaps my thoughts could find peace." 
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Leschetizky's mother. 
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And thus dosed the second romance of 

I Leschetizky's young life. He felt a tre- 

mendons need of work in another and 
wider field. His thoaghts had turned first 
to England^ but he wos dissnaded from 
this in favor of Rnssia, partiy by an invi- 
tation received from Michel Stohl, an nncle 
of his friend, and aqnarellist at the impé- 
rial court. Stohl encouraged him to come 
to Petersburg, offering as spécial induce- 
ment to give up to him two rooms in the 
apartment which he and the celebrated 
painter Van Haanen shared. In this way 
Théodore could be established comfortably 

I among Mends without severe strain on 

his meager resources. Small things fre- 
quently turn the current of e vents. Theo- 

> dore abandoned the idea of going to Lon- 

don, and decided for St. Petersburg. He 
says : "My mother wept bitterly over the 

» prospect of my departure ; it seemed as if 

she could not be reconciled to the sépara- 
tion. Russia seemed so far away. In 

k order to console her, I promised to retum 

to Austria every summer and go with my 
parenfc ^o Isc l^. My dear mother finally 
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'^I was then nnacquainted with Bnssian^ 
and inunediately realized that the Polish 
sister tongae was of no value. My Menas 
were not at the landing to meet me. Mi- 
chel Stohl had been commanded to appear 
at conrt that day 5 Yan Haanen àiso was 
absent ItwasweUformethatlamgifted 
with independence of thonght and action, 
for I was thrown entirely on my own re- 
sonrces and was obliged to make myself 
understood even withont the nse of si)eech. 
The shrieks of sailors, and other noises at- 
tendant on nnloading merchandise and 
docking, increased my very natnral men- 
tal confiosion. Then came the scmpnlons 
fùlfilling of severe passport and cnstom- 
hoQse régulations, which seem to include 
not only examination of pai)ers, luggage, 
and person, but aiso invasion of the sanc- 
tum of conscience. Finally I had passed 
the Unes, and, by the use of gestures and 
inarticulate sounds, had my movable prop- 
erty loaded on a cab. I was equipped 
with one word of the Bussian language, 
the name of the street where my ûîends 
}i ved, and shouting ^ Karavannaia ! ' to the 
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n 



driver^ I leaned back and hoped that he 
/ wotQd take me there. Safely arrived at 

my Mends' qnartcrs, I found they had 
already done everything to make me wel- 
come. Indeed^ they had generously relin- 
qnished in my fav or the two middle rooms, 
the qnietest and pleasantest of the apart- 
ment I felt at home immediately^ and 
the Society of the painters proved very 
agreeable." 

Théodore fonnd a nomber of Mends in 
8t Petersburg besides the génial artists 
whose quarters he shared : chief among 
them, Anton Eubinstein, then occnpying 
the position of Concertmaster at the conrt 
of the Grand Dachess Helen, sister-in-law 
of the Emperor; Henselt, already es- 
tablished in St. Petersbnrg for fonrteen 
years ; Baron Stieglitz^ whom, as we bave 
seen, Théodore had known in Yienna ; and 
the Princess Ustinov (née Tronbetskoï), 
whom he had met in Ischl, where she oc- 
cnpied a honse in the same quarter as the 
Leschetizkys, and in whose salon he was 
freqnently, I may say daily, to be seen. 
He lost no time in paying his respects at 
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the Palais Ustinov^ where '^the Prinoess 
received me with joyfal oordiality and 
that freedom of manner which is charac- 
teiistic of ihe SnssiaiiSy and goes £eu* toward 
endearing them to visiting strangers." 

"Shc expressed a désire to introduce me 
to the impérial city, and shortly afterward 
I was invited to a gala-evening at her 
I>alaee. I had been asked to come early^ 
bnt arrived as the nomerous lackeys were 
putting the finishing touches to the prép- 
arations in the great hall^ lighted by hnn- 
dreds of waz candies. Passing up the 
migestic stairway^ decorated with exotic 
plantS; I was admitted to the boudoir^ 
where the Princess Ustinov, in full dresS; 
was sitting before her psyché, while her 
maidy kneeling on the floor, ûistened roses 
to her train. She belonged to that dass of 
blonde beauties who, an Italîan poet tells 
ns, hâve been given to the nations of the 
North to console them for the absence of 
the sun. Her pale face was illnmined by 
a pair of magnificent eyes, destined in time 
to assume a hard expression, and her 
haughty little mouth reminded one of a 
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jewel. She was smiling at that moment, 
a charming smile ; and as she sat there, her 
handsome shoulders showing above her 
green velvet bodice, sparkling with dia- 
monds which added splendor to the pearly 
tints of her skin, she was regally beautifal, 
and probably realized her beanty and its 
power. As I crossed the threshold she 
saw me reflected in a mirror, and greeted 
me affably, remarking that it was already 
late, that she had had her piano tnned, 
and that if I were not satisfied with its 
position I should hâve it moved to snit 
myself. ^It is yonr début in Petersbnrg, 
my dear Lesche [so she often called me] 
and I wish yon to be perfectly comfortable 
at the instrument, so that no trifle may 
interfère with your making the best pos- 
sible impression.' She then told me that 
she expected that evening the Countess 
Calergio, who had been a pupil of Liszt 
and Oiopin, and herself a fine artist ; that 
she was very curions to hear me play, but 
as she had the réputation of being slightly 
envions of other performers, it was not un- 
likely she would pick me to pièces merci- 
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lessly. I of course answered that I had 
already heard of the conntess's ability, that 
I was most aimons to meet her, and that 
if she wonld only let me hear her play, I 
was willing to be eut np into bits— in fact^ 
pay any priée for the privilège." 

The Conntess Galergio was a woman of 
imx)0sing présence. She treated Lesche- 
tizky with considérable hantenr. With 
dne regard for her own composure^ she 
kept herself aloof from ail sodety tiU she 
finally advanced to the grand piano and^ 
slowly taking off her long gloves, prepared 
to play. Her musical, and at the same 
time virile, preluding announced what 
her interprétation of selected compositions 
wonld be. She played the '^Norma Fan- 
tasia" of Ldszt, and other nnmbers. She 
had that scope, broad delivery, and large 
tone sometimes supposed to be the exclu- 
sive appanage of masculine readings, bril- 
liancy of high order, and an unusual aban- 
don and certainty. Leschetizky says: 
"After I had warmly expressed the very 
sincère admiration I felt, I remembered 
suddenly that I also would be exi)ected 
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to play^ and made np my mind to offer a 
littie variety, as I felt that the finest pian- 
istic effects would ML flat affcer the distin- 
gnished lady's enthusiastically received 
performance. When my tum came, step- 
ping up to the countess, I said : ^Conntess, 
you are the best amateur I hâve ever 
heard ; but when one plays billiards with 
a professional it is customary to ask him 
for a handicap. Now I propose that you 
give me a thème or two on which to im 
provise.' She selected three : a folk-song, 
^ Wanka Tanka/ an air from ^The Hugue- 
nots,' and one from ^Don Giovanni.' I 
was in practice, with forms and passages 1 
well in my fingers, and, I may add, hâve \ 
always cnjoyed improvising. When I had 
finished I was rewarded by the unmistak- 
able évidences of the pleasure I had gi ven- . 
I then played a number of pièces and some 
compositions of mine, and must say that I 
was not indiffèrent to the approbation of 
the Countess Calergio, whom an artist 
could not but look upon as a colleague." 
The countess, stepping up to Théodore 
and shaking hands with him, asked him to 



152 THEODORE LESCHETIZKY 

dedicate one of his pièces to her^ which 
tbe yonng composer promised to do, cour- 
teonsly adding, ^^ When I shall write some- 
thing too difficult for myself." He after- 
ward oflfered her his "Peri)etuuni Mobile." 
This evening is mémorable for Lesche* 
tizky chiefly on accoont of the number of 
distingoished x>eople whom he met. The 
Princess UstinoVy delighted by the snccess 
of her yonthfal protégé, made it her busi- 
ness to introduce him to ail the notables 
présent, both on that and subséquent occa- 
sions. ^^It was in her salon," says Lesche- 
tizky, ^^that I spoke for the first time with 
Comte de Nesselrode, chancellor of the 
empire. I studied with interest the face 
of this man who had had a personal ac- 
quaintance with the great Napoléon ; had 
signed the treaties between France and 
Bussia in 1814 ; had been party to ail dip- 
lomatie negotiations of his day, the de- 
positary of the most vital secrets— in 
short, played such an important part in 
the politics of Europe. He was very 
small, not impressive in bearing— a dry 
little man, his powerftd individuality 
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showing only in the extremely bright eyes 
sbining behind his spectacles. It was 
there also that I met Todleben; bat in 
looking at the tall; stout man, I could not 
gness what wonders thisgentle,nnassnming^ 
soft-spoken individnal was to work in the 
interest of military fortifications, nor how 
his name would be for ail time gloriously 
linked with the défense of Sebastopol." 

My brother-in-law speaks with pleasore 
of the many other distingnished and 
charming people he met at the Palais Usti- 
nov : among them the Comtesse de Bibeau- 
pierre, danghter-in-law of the grand mas- 
ter of cérémonies at the impérial conrt, and 
the Princess Woronzov, both celebrated 
for wit and beanty. An amnsing incident 
illnstrating the despotism of the Snssian 
govemment may be related hère. Ee- 
toming home one day, Leschetizky fonnd 
a card : "M. Tronbetskoï, née Prince Trou- 
betskoï." The strange signature puzzled 
him. It seemed more like a joke than 
anything else. He learned later that the 
prince had been shorn of his title for his 
andacity in the matter of an elopement, 
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for vcry spécial reasons bitterly resented 
in high places. 

Leschetizky's public début in 8t Peters- 
burg was delayed by an unforeseen and 
unfortunate circumstance. His concerts 
bad already been advertised when Michel 
Stohl fell dangeronsly ill of typboid fever. 
With characteristic generosity^ Théodore 
immediately threw up his contracts and 
devoted himself to nursing his sick friend. 
Garrying him into his own more secluded 
roomS; he attended him constantly and 
deyotedly, giving up ail kinds of engage- 
mentS; and refraining carefully from piano- 
playing for fear of disturbing his patient. 
IJnder his tender and efficient care Stohl 
was soon convalescent, and Théodore was 
able to résume his practising and give the 
postponed concerts. His début at the 
Michel Theater was almost immediately 
followed by oflfers of further engagements 
and applications of pupils ; and in a short 
time Leschetizky's position in St. Peters- 
burg was an assured one. Moreover, his 
f rankness and amiability were e verywhere 
appreciated, and brought him many warm 
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friends. At the house of Baron Stieglitz 
he was looked upon almost as a member 
of the family. He tanght the baron's 
daughter, and the fifteen-year-old girl, ac- 
cording to a cnstom immemorially estab- 
lished among young women, became very 
fond of her teacher, offering him her trib- 
nte in the form of fruits and sweetmeats. ( j 

One day, as Théodore was leaving the ;î 

honse^ he found an enormons orange swell- j- 

ing his coat pocket. Probably he shared .î 

the prej udices of other young dandies with |) 

respect to such unsightly protubérances. ij 

At any rate, as he walked âway he began ]♦ 

peeling the fruit in order to get rid of it j[ 

as soon as possible. As he was crossing a ;î 

bridge opposite the baron's house, he }j 

turned to see the baroness and her daugh- j. 

ter standing on the balcony. He immedi- •• 

ately saluted the ladies, and thus found his 
hat in one hand, the orange peel in the 
other. A moment later he was blushing •« 

deeply to find that in a fit of absent-mind- 
edness he had thrown his hat into the 
Neva, and carefully placed the orange-peel 'l 

on his head. ;| 

10 !< 
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A trip to Flnland— ■ThejByiterionfl singer— Leiclietixky 
ia oomnuuided to play before their Mi^estieB, the Bm- 
perar and BmpNM of Snaii»— He e^Joyi dining with 
thebeftotiftilmaids of honor— -HereftUM topLay on the 
court piano— Attother impérial aiimmona and a cold 
réception— Hls playing imprewes and theIr mB^eaUeB 
are onoe more graciona — A fkahion introdnoed by JSoee- 
phine— Anecdote of Bachel— Leschetizky engagea a 
■errant and baya a team of horaes —AJaz —Théodore ia 
enthralled by the charma of Maacha 8 — He plays 
the part of atate oonrier. 

IN the sommer of 1863 Leschetizky deter- 
mined to take a trip to Finland. Hav- 
ing two free months ahead of Mm, he went 
first to Hekingfors, where he gave a nnm- 
ber of concerts for the benefit of the hos- 
pital. Hethenbonghtasmalltwo-wheeled 
cart, and loaded it with smoked meats^ 
préserves, tea, sugar, and ail provisions 
necessary to a jonmey throngh a région 
where few inns were to be met 
166 
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A singnlar trip to strîke a young man's 
fancy, this solitary drîving throngh an 
endless verdant landscape dotted wîth fré- 
quent melancholy lakeS; where a hnman 
being or liabitation seldom cheered the 
traveler's eye! Nevertheless Théodore 
enjoyed the novelty of the situation^ jour- 
neying sometimes even at night^ which at 
that season was as clear as a shady day. 
The post-stations where he changed horses 
were primitive : a cabin of two or at most 
three rooms, offering no culinary conve- 
nienceS; save a smoking samovar^ by the aid 
of which the traveler was expected to 
make his own tea. Had it not been for 
the provisions he carried, the yonng artist 
might well hâve snffered from hunger. 
Leschetizky relates a strange épisode of 
this jonmey: "It was nearly eleven 
o'clock one night before I descried, far 
away in the distance, the post-station 
where I was to flnd shelter till moming. 
Presently I heard Mnt strains of musiC; 
which seemed to grow louder and louder 
as I neared the cabin. The solitude of 
weeks had become oppressive, and I was 
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overjoyed ; but as I crossed the ihreshold 
of the hnt the sonnds ceased immediately. 
The station-master, a sleepy, stnpid-look- 
ing old fellow, brought the samovar^ and I 
qnestioned him concerning the music and 
the ninsicians. But, whether he really 
could not nnderstand Bnssian or was only 
another instance of the détermination of 
the natives not to communicate in that 
langnage^ he answered nothing; merely 
stood before me, smiling inanely. Mnch 
disgustedy I bnsied myself with nnpacking 
my provisions, and, having eaten my fra- 
gal snpper, lay down on the bed with my 
enriosity nnsatisfied. My head had no 
sooner tonched the pillow than I heard 
the music. I sat up in bed and listened. 
It was an expressive contralto voice of 
beantifal quality, singing a touching mel- 
ody to the accompaniment of a baMajka,^ 
Determined to find ont who the singer was, 
I jnmped up hastily, threw on my clothes, 
and, opening the door, went outside. No 
sooner had I left the room than the sounds 

1 A piimitiTe Buttiaii instnunent, neither gnltar nor 
bai^o, but flomewhat reflembling both. 
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ceased. I searched the honse in vain. 
The old man wbs snoring in a corner. I 
shook him well; loudly singing the melody 
I had heard^ and gesticnlating to make him 
understand that I must know the where- 
abonts of the original singer. Open- 
mouthed; stupéfaction depicted on his 
heavy features^ he listened dumbly. Ob- 
taining nothing from him, I madly climbed 
a ladder leading np to the garret room. It 
was as light as day ; I could see perfectly 
in every nook and cranny. The old man 
had clambered np after me, and was hum- 
bly standing near the wall. I had begun 
to suspect fonl play, and seizing him 
ronghly by the coUar, showed him my 
pistol, explaining that I was determined 
to see the singer. He fell on his knees, 
raising his wrinkled hands in abject sup- 
plication. It was évident that he was 
idiotie and had no idea what I wanted. I 
began to pull up the boards; I rushed 
down the ladder and ont into the air ; I 
searched thoroughly ail around the cabin ; 
then, completely unnerved, gave myself 
up to gruesome conjecture. AU the weird 
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stories of the 'Whitc Lady' and oiher 
phantoms pnrsned one another in my 
brain. Convinoed that some fearM tra- 
gedy had been enacted in that lonely spot 
and that the nnfortonate victim called on 
me for redress, I sx>ent two hours or more 
searching diligently for that voice. Fi- 
nally, quite exhansted^ I lay down^ bnt not 
to rest : the singing began again, clear and 
distinct Believing that I might be the 
victim of an haUncination, almost fearing 
that I had lost my mind^ I took some mled 
papers fix)m my grip^ and wrote the mel- 
ody, with the accompaniment Just as I had 
heard it ; and later^ soothed by that mys- 
terions song repeating itself over and over 
again, I went to sleep. When I woke it 
was ten o'clock and time to be off. The 
events of the night came back to me like 
a dream— but there on the floor near the 
bed lay the paper and the song ! 

"When the old man saw me he fell on his 
knees. His fears somehow restored my 
eqnanimity, and I langhingly tried to ré- 
assure him. I proceeded to hitch up my 
horse, in which opération he assisted with 
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great zeal. He stood on the ihreshold of 
his hnt looking after me as I drove away ; 
no doubt he took me for a madman. I 
had no sooner reached Viborg, the first 
town on my road, than I went straight to 
a mnsic publisher and reqnested him to 
send ail the folk-songs of Fînland to my 
hôtel. To my surprise, I found the mel- 
ody that had so strangely come to me 
doring that never-to-be-forgotten night. 
There it was, but with a less refined 
harmonization. I carried my version to 
the publisher, telling him of my expéri- 
ence. He begged me to leave my manu- 
script, and soon after the song appeared 
in print just as I had heard it" 

This phenomenon occurred nearly fifty 
years ago. Leschetizky has not been able 
satisfEUstorily to solve the mystery. When 
he told the story I asked him to play the 
song, and, rising from the dinner-table, he 
went to the piano in his studio and gave 
it as reproduced on the preceding pages. 

Leschetizky's gallantry toward women 
is illustrated by an incident of this Finnish 
trip. On returning, he found that ac- 
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qnaintancrs of liis i tlie liditentahl 
£unily. of the Êunoos firm of piano manu- 
factnrers) werc spending the sommer at 
Helsiiigfor& As might be cxpected, he 
last no opportnnity of mating himsdf 
agreraUe, ananging walks^ rides, and 
drires for the party. On one occasion the 
Toang x>eople went fishii^. MUe. L— 
was the first to catefa anything, and as sfae 
drew in her prixe she gave it to Théo- 
dore, hàoghingly adding that she woold 
like to see how long he conld keep it 
alive. The next day the Uchtentahls 
lelt for St. Petersboigy Théodore remain- 
ing two weeks longer in Finland. On 
reaching the city of the cxaas, he called 
on the yoong lady and retnmed the fish, 
which she iras natnrally mneh soiprised 
to find alire and prospering in a small 
barrel that Théodore had carried abont on 
his jonmey, ehanging the water himself 
every day. This little incident plainly 
marks a strong characteristic of Lesdie- 
tizky — a certain qnizotîsm in bnrdening 
himself with tronblesome trifles in a désire 
to please his Mends. 
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Leschetizky relates the circnmstances 
attending his présentation at the conrt of 
Nicholas I. " Not long after my return to 
St. Petersburg, I received a snmmons from 
Connt de Bibeaupierre, grand master of 
cérémonies, ordering me to Peterhof, where 
their Majesties, the Emperor and Empress, 
wished to hear me play. I also received 
instructions to appear with a smooth- 
shaven face, such being the impérial com- 
mand for ail presented at court. I wos 
natorally flattered at being invited to 
Peterhof; but the necessity of sacrificing 
my young beard, which had never so far 
felt the razor's edge, and of which I was 
exceedingly proud, vexed me consider- 
ably. At the same time I knew that an 
impérial order is absolute, and resigned 
myself to the inévitable. Nodin, the 
Prench ténor, then in St. Petersburg, had 
likewise been commanded to appear, and 
he came to my rooms to ask me to accom- 
pany him in his songs, which of course I 
promised to do. 

" I started early next moming. Nodin, 
having a rehearsal at the ox>era, was to 
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foUow later. Peterhof is only a short dis- 
tance from 8t. Petersbnrgy and a nnmber 
of boats make the trip daily. When we 
steamed up to the landing, I notioed an 
el^ant carnage with footmen in red^ gold- 
braided livery waiting near the pier. It 
had been sent for me, and I was driven to 
the palace, where I was met by the nuy or- 
domo and conducted to the handsome 
apartment prepared for me. I freshened 
up my toilet a litUe ; then, having nothing 
else to do, leaned ont of a window to con- 
template a splendid view of the park. I 
remember the big trees, their yellow 
leaves in contrast to the Inxnriance of the 
flowers and grass kept np by artifidàl 
means; the fonntains with nymphs and 
Tritons and artîstic waterfàlls, dating back 
to the beginning of the eighteenth centnry 
and carrying my thonghts into Snssia's 
past, to the history of the brutal, energetic 
Peter the Oreat, the first to afford a glim- 
mer of civilization to his semi-barbarous 
people. 

^^ A light tapping at the door interrupted 
my méditations. It was the fourrier corn- 
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ing to inqtiire whether I preferred being 
served apart; or eating at the MarschaUafd 
with the ladies of honor and other per- 
sons connected with the court I hâve 
never been a hennit by choice, so decided 
on the latter, which wonld be livelier and 
where I might see the beautifnl maids of 
honor. The meal was delightfol; every 
one seemed pleased to see a new guest at 
the table; and I myself certainly ei\joyed 
the conversation of thèse cultured young 
wornen^ who chattered reservedly as women 
will with strangers, but knew how to im- 
part a certain flavor of originality to their 
small talk. This was ail well and good, 
but I was anxious about the piano and 
the hall where I was to play. No one 
seemed able to give me any information 
on thèse points. After appljdng in vain 
to a number of persons, I tackled the/owr- 
rierj and ascertained that I was at last 
addressing the proper party. Taking me 
through a park, he pointed out a charming 
litUe building on an island as the music- 
pavillon. I naturally felt that I must try 
the piano. So,atmyrequest,weembarked 
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for the island. What was my disappoint- 
ment to find the instrument so bad 
that playing on it was ont of the ques- 
tion ! I dedared that I would not attempt 
it The/otfrrîeTyStmckdmnbwithamaze- 
ment— what| not play when I had re- 
eeived an impérial oommandf— did not 
seem to hâve any suggestions to offer, and 
I took my departore as rapidly as possible. 
That evening I was in St Peteisborg, 
while Nodin, mnch disappointed at my 
défection, nevertheless sang, to the prob- 
ably inadéquate accompaniment of one of 
the maids of honor. 

"For my part, I felt sure that I would 
be disgraced and probably receive orders 
to leave Bussia at once, this conviction 
increasing a few days afterward on my 
meeting Gount de Bibeaupierre, in whom 
I thought I noticed an alarming stifihess 
of manner. I was therefore much sur- 
prised when, a week later, a red-liveried 
footman brought me a letter in which the 
grand master of cérémonies summoned 
me for the second time to Peterhof. The 
count directed me to go first to Wirth, a 
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^inr. celebrated mannfacturer of the day^ and 

jj^ sélect a piano^ the firm having been noti- 

jj^ fied to send the instnmient of my choice to 

jjjpf Peterhof. Two days later I started again 

^. for the impérial résidence 5 but at the 

^. landing I looked in vain for the carriage 

j^l and footmen^ and was obliged to content 

^ myself with a cab. Beaching the palace^ 

ig a gray-liveried individuel conducted me 

j to a modest little room^ very différent f rom 

' the élégant apartment assigned me the 

first time. As before^ I was invited to the 
MarschaUafèly and; observing a certain 
coldness toward me, was forced to the con- 
clusion that the court were sneezing be- 
cause the Emperor had taken snuff ; that, 
according to Bussian ideas, I deserved 
punishment for having insulted the impé- 
rial piano in the impérial pavillon, and 
must submit to the disdain of the entire 
, Company. At about half-past eight in the 

evening I was conducted to a large hall in 
the palace. The piano was already there ; 
but as I did not dare touch it, I gave my- 
self up to admiring the splendid hall with 
its thousands of wax candies burning in 
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crystal chandeliers and leflected in im- 
mense mirroTSy and its handsome inlaid 
floois and heavy yellow damask window- 
draperies. PresenUy I heard a vagae 
sonnd ; it was like an approaching silence. 
The door was thrown oi>en, and a nnmber 
of pages came in, lining themselyes np 
against the wall to give passage to a lady 
and her attendants. It was the Empress, 
Maria Feodorovna. Her fooe, framed in 
long cnrlS) had been beautifol; the clo- 
quent conntenance ezpressed both pride 
and benignity ; she was tall and very thin ; 
in one of her small gloved hands she car- 
ried a little fiui. WàUdng straight up to 
mC; she held ont the other hand, which I 
kissedrespectfully. Thenshesaid:^What 
are you going to let ns heart Play ^^La 
Chanson dn Pêcheur." ' I played it ; but 
as I began another pièce at the Empress's 
requesty I was interrupted by the soft tread 
of many feet The door opi>osite the one 
which had given passage to the Empress 
opened wide, and Emperor Nicholas 
appeared with his suite. He was tall, 
migestic, and of much x>ersonal magnetism 
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—an idéal mascnline fignre. His brilliant 
nniform of tight-fitting white trousers and 
green coat with red piping made him ail 
the more imposing. According to éti- 
quette, every one had risen. Gk)ing up to 
the Empress and asking her to be seated, 
he remained for some moments in conver- 
sation with her. Then he approached me, 
and in excellent German immediately 
began to speak of the Bevolution of 1848. 
His handsome bine eyes had a candid yet 
scrutinizinglook ; his voice was one of the 
most sonorous I hâve ever heard : ' Yon 
took part in the Bevolution and belonged 
to the Académie Légion. You retired in 
June. You did well— it was then that 
anarchy set in.' ^ Yes, your Majesty ; I had 
had enough,' I replied guardedly, prefer- 
ring not to become involved in discussion 
on the divine rights of kings and emperors 
or the errors of socialism with the mighty 
autocrat— feeling, moreover, that after my 
behavior with regard to the impérial piano 
in the impérial pavilion I had better ac- 
quiesce, at least outwardly, in impérial 
opinions. He asked me a number of ques- 
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tionsy and I confess that I was snrprised to 
meet with so much conrtesy in such a ty- 
rant Then^toming to the Empress^he 
saidy 'We do not wish to interrupt the 
mnsio any forther.' Nicliolas was mnsical 
himself and took a lively interest in ail 
things connected with mnsic ; his présence 
was a stimnlating influence. I played some 
brilliant Liszt nnmbers, and, at the request 
of the Empressy some of my own composi- 
tions. At abont half-past ten the Emperor 
rose, and in taking leave of the Empress 
kissed her on the forehead. Then he 
wfJked away, foUowed by his ministers and 
ail who had corne with him. The same 
impressive sOence that marked his en- 
trance prevailed at his exit— no sonnd 
save the treading of feet on the polished 
floor. After his departnre I continned 
playing for the Empress, and our evening 
was prolonged till midnight. 

"When I was shown to my room, I was 
mnch astonished to find that I had been 
taken back to the handsome apartment 
that I had occnpied on my first visit to 
Peterhof. My grip had preceded me, and 
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a footman in red gold-braided livery was 
waiting to offer me his services. In the 

^ morning I breakfasted at the Marachal- 

tafdy and noted that my treatment was 
yery différent from that of the two meals 

> on the préviens day. 

^^I played twice again at the conrt of 
Nicholas I. On one of thèse occasions Ra- 

, chel, the world-renowned tragédienne, also 

took part, giving La Fontaine's ' Les Deux 
Pigeons/ a reading for which she was 

, jnstly celebrated. It is well known that 

this famons artist's private life was not 
blameless, and Théodore relates that the 
Empress, thongh anxions to hear her, 
offered strennons objections to her présen- 
tation at court. The Emperor's wish, 
however, carried the day, and after the 
reading the Empress herself stepped up to 

} congratulate the incomparable reader. 

According to the fashion introduced by 
Joséphine, wife of Napoléon I, who, to 
conceal her bad teeth, always held a hand- 
kerchief before her mouth while speaking, 
women of fashion were never without 

') costly bits of lace, which they used con- 
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spicaoDsly. In fiact, the most appalling 
eztravaganoe in the qnality of handker- 
chiefs prevailed for a considérable periocL 
During the course of conversation the 
Empress dropped hers ; but Mlle. Eachel^ 
either becanse her gorgeons costume made 
it difficnlt for her to stoop, or for other 
reasons^ pretended not to sec it. Some 
one natnrally came forward ; and the Em- 
pressy offended at her outrageons breach 
of étiquette, immediately tumed her back 
on the queen of tragedy, who stood quite 
nnconcerned and splendid in her nuyestic 
beauty. Théodore was near by during 
this litUe épisode, and reports that those 
were not wanting to remonstrate with 
Bachel for her open disregard of msyesty. 
"And why should I stoop t " was her calm 
rejoinder. When reminded that she owed 
respect to the Empress, if not as such, at 
least as mother of a family, she gave the 
disdainfnl answer which has been re- 
corded : "And I, then ! " ITnnecessary to 
add that Bachel was never again invited 
to court. 
Leschetizky was so well satisfied with 
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the conditions of life in St. Petersburg that 
at one time he thought of settling there 
for good. His numerous concert engage- 
ments and his many pupils brought him 
an income suf&cient to allow him certain 
loznries. He was even able to keep a 
servant, the faithfol Stepane, of whose 
dévotion I shall hâve occasion to speak. 
At that time Théodore bought a pair of 
carriage-horses and later a superb mount. 
He owned also a splendid coal-black New- 
foundland dog which excited admiration 
wherever he went. 

Ajax was his master's pride, and his 
intelligence made him a useful member 
of the household and enabled him to act 
as messenger in carrying written orders to 
a shop in the neighborhood, whence he 
faithfolly brought back baskets of provi- 
sions for the gay little suppers for which 
Leschetizky's bachelor quarters were 
noted. One day Théodore was walking 
along the Newsky Prospect, Ajax foUow- 
ing, when a handsomely dressed man jump- 
ing from a sleigh came up to him and said : 
" Whenever I see your dog I am devoured 
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with jealonsy. Look at my rig ! " Théo- 
dore gazed admiriBgly at the gracefnl 
sleigh and costly bearskin robe, the 
magnificent horse pawing the ground; 
every nerve in his fine limbs vibrating 
with impatience to be off. ^'All that is 
yours," puisued the stranger, "if you will 
give me the dog." Théodore, affection- 
ately patting Ajax's head, answered : "I 
cannot part from my Mend." And àll 
his friends knew well that they conld give 
him no greater pleasnre than by inviting 
his four-footed companion wherever they 
invited him. One day the dog received a 
dainty perfumed note by mail. Ajax 
was politely invited to dinner, and, if he 
thought best, to bring his master with 
him. On the writing-table in thé pupils' 
waiting-room at Leschetizky's villa in 
Yienna is seen a handsome desk-set in 
malachite and bronze, gift of the Grand 
Duchess Helen of Wurtemberg. The up- 
per part of the artistic paper-weightcan be 
lifted to disdose a daguerréotype portrait 
of Ajax ; and in Leschetizky's diary I find 
inscribed the date of the dog's death. 
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My brother-in-law îs very fond of sou- 
venirs of the past. In his mnsic-rooni 
hangs a painting— an interior. I hâve 
heard it said that in a man's environment 
is found the key to his character. The 
elderly man sitting in the arm-chair is 
Mr. Heimbnrger^ one of Theodore's best 
friends. What a charming thought, to 
offer a friend a portrait taken in cozy 
snrroundings where so many pleasant 
hours hâve been spent! This pictnre 
awakens in Leschetizky's mind memories 
of some of the happiest hours of his life. 
It wa5 there that for the first time he met 
Mascha S . 

Théodore was enthralled by the charms 
of that fascinating maiden. She was the 
daughter of a court physician^ and, in 
order to further her musical studies, was 
brought to St Petersburg, where she 
boarded in the family of a Protestant 
clergyman. It was Mr. Heimburger who 
presented the young girl to her future 
teacher. Leschetizky says that Mascha 
was the wittiest person he has ever met 
She had, too, a charm of manner that cap- 
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tivated cvcry onc, cven women— a re- 
markable circmnstance, as she was very 
pretty and the oenter of attention wher- 
ever she went Ontside of lessons the 
yoong x>eople met freqnently at the honses 
of friends and acqnalntances. Among 

Mascha's adorers was a Mr. E y who 

had boasted that he woold make her his 
wife. The yonng girl, however, enter- 
tained only feelings of aversion for^ or at 
best indifférence to, a man singnlarly nn- 
prepossessing in appearance and of noto- 
rionsly profligate character. Begardless 
of her sentiments, or, more probably, 
piqned into persistency by her ntter 

lack of response, E assidnonsly paid 

his court Meanwhile Mascha was dili- 
gently pursning her stndies, and, feeling 
that she owed her rapid progress to Les- 
chetizky, was ever more and more willing 
to be with him. As for Théodore, he was 
soon madly in love with her ; but, either 
because of the bittemess of past expéri- 
ence, or becanse of her innocent beauty, 
inspiring him with peculiar révérence, 
he steeled himself to the utmost reserve 
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with his pupil, contemplating her loveli- 
ness in silence and content if only he conld 
be nearher. In the meantime he was 
preparing to make a joumey to Yienna to 
celebrate his parents' silver jnbilee. It 
hapi>ened that the Anstrian ambassador^ 
Connt Esterhazy^ casting abont for a per- 
son to whom conld be intrusted letters 
for the department of foreign afifairs, had 
snggested Leschetizky's name. A sealed 
wallet containing important papers was 
confided to the yonng artist, who was to 
enjoy the privilège of traveling withont 
ezpense and with the greatest possible 
comfort and speed. A basket of provisions 
awaited him at every post-station and was 
pnt into the light open carriage, halting 
only as long as was necessary for a change 
of horses^ so that day and night the conrier 
sped along. On the fifth day his vehide 
lost a wheel, bnt as state messenger he was 
immediately provided with another by the 
proprietor of the estate where the acci- 
dent occnrred, and reached "Warsaw in 
time to take the train for Yienna. 
On his arrivai at the Anstrian capital; 
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Leschetizky arranged for a litUe banqnet 
at the Hôtel Elizabeth in honor of the sil- 
ver jnbilee of his parents. Besides the 
family, a nomber of intimate friends were 
invited. "My mother," says Théodore, 
^'was at that time still very pretty. She 
had a keen wit and broad intelligence. Al- 
together she was a snperior and most 
charming woman. She was^ moreover, a 
fine honsekeeper. I do not remember 
ever seeing my mother idle. She snper- 
yised every détail, and nothing escaped 
her scmtiny. Dnst she conld not abide ; 
and I still remember the really fascinating 
way in which she was wont to shake her 
dnst-cloth ont of the open window. Some- 
timeS| to tease, I wonld mimic her, scolding 
her for her zeal, as I really feared that on 
some bitter winter day she might catch a 
serions cold. My relations withmy mother 
were still those of my childhood : I adored 
her. I respected rather than loved my 
fEither ; and, whereas I told my mother 
everything, there was no question of such 
confidence between my £ftther and me." 
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The dinner given by Baron StiegUts— Leiohetizky téUs 
Maflcha of his love— A reftunJ— Theodore's Ulneas— A 
charming incident at Strelno— Leachetizky becomes 
ooncertmaster at the court of the Grand Dacheis 
Helen— He giyes leasons to Mlle. Anne de Friedebonrg, 
and fidls in love with her— The scientist Béer and his 
overshoes— The grand duchess's love of goinrip— Lefche- 
tizky and his " breakfast of the third dass "—A nutlo 
iouw»— Leachetizky acqnires a corner in cabs. 

mHEODOEE'8 stay in Vienna was not 
X long, and the autnmn found him back 
in St. Petersburg. Questions relating to 
the Crimean War were then uppermost in 
ail minds. The ontcome seemed nnfavor- 
able to Bnssia^ and the Emperor was ner- 
vons and unapproachable. Turkey had 
powerfhl allies in France and England, the 
Bnssian army was small and not so well 
organized as the enemy's ; the gênerai state 
of affairs, and particnlarly Menzikov's de- 
183 
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feat on the banks of the Alnuiy caused wéH- 
foonded aoxiety. 

Of Leschetizky's private oonœms he 
speaks himself :'^I was contiiiiuillypiiisiied 
by Mascha's image, and ail my thoui^ts 
revolved aronnd tbe moment when I 
shonld see her again. In the b^inning 
I had imagined that it was only a 
temporary infatnation, but tar awayfrom 
her I realized that mine was a mnch 
deeper feeling, and that she was essentîal 
to my happiness. Mascha made no at- 
tempt to conceal her delight when we met 
again« She did not know I had retnmed 
to St Petersbnrgy and had no snspidon 
that I wonld be at Heimbnrger's that even- 
ing ; and when she saw me enter, she ran 
toward me with a little cry of nnaffected 
joy that filled me with happiness ; then 
a most becoming blnsh covered her fEtce 
and neck. As for me, I was like one sail- 
ing on a clond, and then and there re- 
solved to lose no time in asking her to be 
my wife. 

"It was at a dînner given by Baron 
Stieglitz. How well I remember that mag- 
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nificently lighted liall^ the great dining- 
table resplendent with glass- and silver- 
ware, the well-trained servants gliding 
about, the fragrance of hothonse flowers, 
and the delicious aroma of great roasts— 
the men and women in full dress ! Mascha 
sat opposite me— her partner, the detested 

E , feasting his greedy eyes on her 

beanty. After dinner there was dancing. 
Mascha did not join in it ; pretexting fa- 
tigue, she retired to a conservatory, where, 
in a few moments, I joined her. Seated in 
a low arm-chair, surrounded by flowering 
plants, she seemed herself a ypong flower 
made only to be cherished. I sat down be- 
side her, and, taking her hand in mine, said 
with ail the tendemess I felt : ^Mascha, I 
love yon.' But the words froze on my lips. 
I saw her start, and the look of a hunted 
fawn came into her eyes. Mine followed 
hers, now fixed on the door, and dilating 
more and more as though under the influ- 
ence of some evil charm. On the thresh- 

old stood E y his bleary eyes staring 

into her lovely, frightened fieuîe. 
"Some days later, during a lesson,— I re- 
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member it ail so well ; we were playing a 
four-handed arrangement of Mendelssohn's 
^Melusine Ouverture/—! reiterated my 
confession, and, encouraged by her deli- 
cious tremulousness, begged her to unité 
her lot with mine. It was a décisive mo- 
ment The young girl lowercd her eyes, 
and she replied in a voice shalring with 
émotion. 'We are not made for each 
other/ she answered ; ' we are so différent, 
we oould never be happy together.^ " 

For three wecks straw deadened the 
Sound of passing vehides before Baron 
Felleisen's house. The janitor, red-nosed 
and impafisive, standing at the door of his 
lodge, was questioned many times daily as 
to who was so seriously ill in the house. 
The physician had given strict orders, and 
Theodore's numerous Mends and acquain- 
tances were met by the inflexible Stepane, 
who displayed great décision and energy 
when any one sought to force admittance. 
Brain-fever carried Théodore to death's 
door, but, thanks to his good constitution, 
he rallied, and litUe by litUe showed signs 
of retuming strength. One day, still weak 
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and wasted by iUness, he was making an 
effort to sit up in his arm-chair, when 
Stepane, coming in^ remarked mysteri- 
ously : ^^Barine, there is a lady down-stairs 
who says she mnst speak with you. Sbe 
is so thickly veiled that I cannot see her 
face, bût she insists that she has the means 
of curing you." And, before Théodore 
7 could reply, a woman glided in and stood 

. before him. She dropped her mantle and 

raised her veil. It was Mascha, wom and 
pale with anxiety and remorse, and to the 
man more beautiful than ever in her grief 
for him. Suddenly she threw herself sob- 
bing on his neck. "Forgive me— I love 
thee, I am thine!" Théodore, gently 
smoothing the hair on the girPs forehead, 
held her in his arms a moment. Then he 
released her and shook his head : ^^No, 
Mascha^ yon had decided for the best. If 
you will, let us remain friends." 

Mascha's visit had no evil conséquence 
other than a sleepless night for both. 
Theodore^s convalescence was rapid, and 
he was soon able to go about again. His 
illness had been his cure ; love had devel- 
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oped into frienâship. The yonng i>eople 
were often seen together driving, at con- 
œrtsy and at the theater, bat tfaere was 
never even a breath of scandai as to the 
nature of their intimacy. 

That winter iras an eventfdl one for 
Bnssia and ail Europe. The Turks and 
their allies were continually victorioas^ 
and the terrible defeat on the plains of 
Inkerman utterly discouraged Em- 
peror Nicholas. After a severe iUness, 
brought about by anxiety, the monarch 
expired on February 2, 1855. Owing to 
ill health, Menzikov was obliged to give 
up his command after Sebastopol^ and the 
feeling in St. Petersburg was intense. On 
the Emperor's death, Mascha's father re- 
tired from court ; and his fanûly waited 
only for favorable weather to undertake 
the long carriage joumey to Dorpat. 

In Leschetizky's words : '^Mascha said 
to me sadly : 'To-morrow is the day fixed 
for my departure. I am going alone. I 
know that ail myfriends will be at the 
station to see me off ; I wiU hâve to shake 
hands with yon like the others— I shall not 
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even be able to shake hands with you 

It was in the latter part of May, and na- 

' tnre, waking to the kisses of the snn, was 

1^ giving ont her balmiest perfnmcs. Rest- 

[ ing against the cnshions of the carriage 

and dreaming of the friends she was leav- 

ing behind, Mascha bowled rapidly along 

the road to Dorpat. At Strelno, the first 

station where the horses were changed, 

^* she was leaning ont of the window when a 

fignre on horseback appeared before her. 

It was Théodore, who, after bidding good- 

by to his pnpil in présence of her friends, 

had disappeared and secretly galloped on 

ahead. Mascha joyfnlly leaped ont of the 

carriage, and the two yonng people hnr- 

ried to the pavilion of the restaurant, 

where a dainty feast was spread, the chief 

item of which was two half-bottles of 

Champagne bronght by Théodore, one in 

each boot. 

Mascha and Théodore shook hands and 
parted as friends ; but in my heart I be- 
lieve it was not without sighs and perhaps 
a furtive tear. 
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Many years later, Leschetizky met agaîn 
this woman he had loved so welL She 
had £Bioed her life's problem and solved it 
by a loydess union, and fonnd her happi- 
ness in maternai dutieSy in the éducation 
of a daoghter in whom nature had re- 
I>eated the channs and gifts of her mother. 

Baron Felleîsen, with whom Lesche- 
tizky was yery intimate and who was his 
fréquent oompanion on his long horseback 
rides, x>crsuaded Théodore to spend the 
summer at Peterhof, and a few weeks later 
the young artist was occupying a pretty 
daUcha^ which he had rented for severaL 
monthsy expecting to spend not only the 
summer but also the autumn in that 
charming spot. In September, howeyer, 
something oocurred which caused him 
materially to change his plans. As we 
haye seen, Anton Bubinstein had been 
occupying the position of Gonoertmaster 
at the court of the Orand Duchess Helen, 
sister-in-law to Emperor Nicholas. De- 
ciding to go on an extended concert tour, 
he warmly recommended Leschetizky as 

1 j^ BiMBimi vlIljL 
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his successor, advising his friend to accept 
the désirable post. Théodore did accept, 
but only on condition of retaining his 
Personal freedom, especially the right of 
keeping his private pupils and of occupy- 
ing, during the winter, his own apartment, 
conveniently situated near the Michel 
palace. His duties were to consist in ar- 
ranging everything relative to music at 
court, and in directing the vocal studies of 
the Grand Duchess Catharine, daughter 
of the Grand Duchess Helen, and of Mlle. 
Anne de Friedebourg (Carlowna), one of 
the ladies of honor, a young woman des- 
tined to play an important part in his 
life. She was not beautiful, but there was 
remarkable distinction in her appearance 
and manners. She sang wonderfully. A 
pupil of Viardot Garcia, her method was 

^ perfect, and as for the depth of sentiment 

she expressed, I can only repeat what 
Anton Rubinstein said : "That voice was 
a tear." It was the grand duchess's wish 

^ that her gifted young protégée should be- 

come acquainted with the songs of Schu- 

^ bert, Schumann, Mendelssohn, and others 

12 
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of the Oerman school ; and it was with 
great zeal that Leschetizky undertook his 
task. Friendship was the inévitable eon- 
seqnence of thèse studies, a friendship 
whichy matming into a warmer fecling on 
one side, was not to lead to happiness for 
either. 

The Orand Dnchess Helen was a woman 
of sai>erior intellect and, what is proba- 
bly rarer, of good common sensé. Her 
active mind assimilated àll subjects. She 
took a keen interest in science, and was 
a devont admirer of the arts, espedally 
mnsic Her great wealth made her conrt 
as splendid as her brother-in-law's, the 
center of ail artistic enterprise and the 
meeting-place of the wits, men of science, 
and artists of the day. She herself was 
the most interesting fignre at the court of 
Rnssia, and played an important part in 
politics dnring the reign of Âlexander II, 
who succeeded his fEtther Nicholas I. 
There is an amnsing incident illnstrating 
her cordiality toward men of parts. The 
scientist Béer, whose work in ichthyology 
won for him the cognomen Fischbeer, was 



i 
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always welcomed by the grand duchess, 
who received him at any time. One day 
she carried her condescensîon so far as to 
meet him in the antechamber. Surprised 
by the sadden appearance of the distin- 
guished lady, Béer, in his anxiety to make 
himself présentable as soon as possible, 
kicked off his heavy overshoes with such 
energy that one of them, flying at a tan- 
gent, narrowly escaped striking the grand 
duchess in the face ; and while the man 
of science, nearly beside himself with em- 
barrassment, inwardly cursed his awk- 
wardness, the proud représentative of 
the most despotic court in Europe only 
laughed at his discomfiture. 

The Grand Duchess Helen and her court 
spent the summers at Oranienbaum, on the 
Gulf of Finland. The palace was built in 
the beginning of the eighteenth century 
by the prime minister of Peter the Great, 
Prince Alexander Danilowitsch Menzikov, 
and was confiscated when the disgraced 
favorite was sent to Siberia, with his fam- 
ily, to expiate his almost unprecedented 
rise from the lowest origin to the highest 
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officiai position and his misappropriation 
of State fands. The palace became the 
résidence of the impérial family and later 
passed to the Grand Duke Michel. 

Théodore took possession of a little 
apartment on the first floor in one of the 
wings of the palace. Besidenoe at Qrani- 
enbaom was delightfnl, and the yonng ar- 
tist had within a short time won his way 
to every one's sympathy. The conntry 
and the snmmer season were taken as pre- 
texts for relaxing the rigidity of court éti- 
quette as it existed at St. Petersbnrg, and 
a considérable degree of freedom pre- 
vailed. The grand dnchess, who was 
very fond of conversation, freqnently in- 
vited Leschetizky to breakfast or to lunch 
with her and odc or more of her maids of 
honor ; and whenever he came to reoeive 
her commands she always detained him 
for a little chat. Notwithstanding her su- 
perior intellect, she indnlged in petty gos- 
sip; and the witty Théodore knew well 
how to amuse her, often, no doubt, at the 
expense of others. She was continually 
asking him to tell her ail the news j nor 
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were small items of scandai beneath her no- 
tice. Sometimes it happened that Lesche- 
tizky hesitated on the threshold of a shady 
story 'y but he was always encouraged to 
proceed : "Gk) on, my dear Lesche, go on ; 
but not too broad, you know, not too 
broad." She delighted in hearing taies 
setting forth the weaknesses of her ac- 
qualntances, as is shown by one of Lesche- 
tizky's anecdotes. "One day I ventnred 
on a bit of gossip that had leaked ont, as 
thèse things often do, through a seamstress 
working for the singer Mme. Soloman 
Nissen, whose close-fistedness was well 
known. Mme. Nissen had ordêred a 
bascMyk,—Sb sort of Russian hood,— and 
fornished as material an old pair of her 
hnsband's trousers. This story amused 
the grand duchess highly. In fact, she 
langhed until she cried, and her maid, 
Franlein Schiebl, coming in at that mo- 
ment, I was obliged to go over my narra- 
tion for the benefit of this excellent but 
somewhat prudish spinster; she listened 
respectfully, not daring to disapprove but 
equally determined not to smile," 
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The grand duchess took a lively inter- 
est in the well-being of ail retained at her 
court, and sometimes inqnired of Lesche- 
tdzky whether he were well served and 
comfortable. One day she leamed throngh 
some of her maids of honor that Theo- 
dore's servant came every morning on 
horseback, and, stopping nnder a certain 
window, handed a basket up to his master. 
The grand duchess sent for Leschetizky 
and inquired if his coffee were so bad ; for, 
as she said, the mysterious basket could 
contain nothing else than his breakfast. 
" Your Impérial Highness, yes," answered 
Théodore, laughing ; " it is a botUe of cream 
that Stepane brings me, as well as some 
roUs of a kind I specially like. My coffee 
I prépare myself in the Viennese feshion," 
The grand duchess remarking that she 
would like to taste some of this superior 
coflfee, Théodore solicited the honor of 
serving some to her Impérial Highness on 
the spot. It was decided, however, that she 
would give a picnic a few days later, when 
the young artist might prove his culinary 
talents for the benefit of the whole court 
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Early next morning; his footman, in 
formai red, gold-braided livery, bronght 
Théodore an enormous breakfast-tray. It 

i was magnificently fumisbed with tea^ 

I coffee, and chocolaté^ a snperb assortment 

\ of cold méats, butter, rolls, and biscuits 

piled higb upon the finest gold-decorated 
porcelain. Théodore, amazed, was gazing 
silently at this apparition, when the foot- 
man, in unusually deferential tone, ad- 
dressed him as Excellency. It was the 
same man who, clad in the gray (so-called 
vice-Uvrée), had heretofore nonchalantly 
brought ttie bad coffee that Leschetizky 
was in the habit of giving to Stepane. 
Not in the least understanding the change, 
Théodore exclaimed :"Whatisthematterf 

{ Why this parade— this marvelous break- 

fast t " " Your Excellency," answered the 

^ servant, respectfully, "has heretofore re- 

ceived the breakfast of the third class, and 
now, by order of her Impérial Highness, 
receives the break£ast of the first dass," 

;, Still mystified, Théodore asked how he 

came by the title of Excellency, and ascer- 

* tained that having orders to serve a break- 
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fast of the first class, due to exoellency 
alone, the man felt he conld not separate 
the tiUe from the service. Âmosed at this 
logic^ Théodore inqnired further if, with 
the improvement in his breakHast, he had 
corne to be an important personage. ^' Cer- 
tainly, your Excellency/' answered the 
valet, with conviction. "Very flattering 
for me," rejoined the young artist, "but 
how did you speak of me formerlyt" 
"Your Excellency, your Excellency," 
stammered the man, "formerly— formerly 
—I said— the— the—musician." 

A few days later the grand duchess, 
remembering Leschetizky's coffee, fixed on 
the foUowing day for the picnic, and Théo- 
dore asked x>crmission to bring a friend 
who was to add his clever imitation of the 
Viennese Volksànger to the gênerai enter- 
tainment. Thèse street-singers are cele- 
brated in Vienna, where they follow the 
vocation from father to son. Certain fam- 
ilies hâve established a réputation not only 
for musical ability, but for the wit and brio 
with which they render their highly enjoy- 
able couplets, corresponding somewhat to 
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the English topical song. They sîng in 
the streets of the city, and at the varions 
subnrban points where excnrsions are 
nnmerons. 

Fortnnately the weather was favorable, 
and the woods themselves seemed to hâve 
made ready for the picnic. A clearing 
snrronnded by oaks was agreed npon as 
the meeting-place, and the grand duchess 
and her danghter arrived in an open 
carnage, followed by light carts with the 
gàily dressed maids of honor. AU was 
ready for their réception, and on the green 
two cooks were bnsy near an enormons 
coffee-pot, whose fragrant content spread 
its aroma through the forest. The ladies 
seated themselves on plaids spread over 
the grass, and one of the cooks, assnming 
the dnties of host, waited on every one 
with a characteristic janntiness and grâce 
that made his disgnise inefFectnaJ. When 
ail had been served, an individual, till then 
hidden behind a bnsh, was brought for- 
ward ; and while the women noted his well- 
worn overcoat, gorgeons with its large 
brown check, his wide floating red cravat, 
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his tiny cap, blond mnstache, tnmed-up 
nose, and good-natnred mien, he sat down 
on a taJlen log and, accompanying himself 
on his gnitar, began singing comic songs 
in the Y iennese dialecte in perfect imita- 
tion of the Yolksanger. Every one was 
delighted, especially the grand dnchess, 
who, appreciating Leschetizky's devcr- 
ness in devising this rustic javsay^ conld 
not snfficiently praise the arrangements. 

Another anecdote fnrther illustrâtes 
Leschetizky's OTerflowing animal spirits. 
He and his friend Michel Stohl had been 
spending the evening with Mme. Tschi- 
kovanoY; whose danghter later became 
Anton Snbinstein's wife. On leaving the 
honse they were assailed on aU sides by a 
nnmber of izvogtsehihiy soliciting the honor 
of driving the yonng men home. The 
izvostschik is well known to foreigners as 
a peculiarly Bnssian institution. The 
horsc; small and emaciated, with ragged^ 
nntrimmed tail, lays no claim to beauty. 
In summer he works in the fields; in 
winter he earns his meager feed in the 

1 Vienneoe tenu for aftemoon tea. 
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capital; where he is often the sole sup- 
port of his peasant master. The light 
vehicle, whose dimensions allow of two 
passengers if neither be too stout, runs 
smoothly and is quite comfortable ; and 
the picturesque driver in his long blue 
cloth, sheepskin-lined nantie, is a most 
interesting study. He is not exacting in 
the matter of fées, but takes whatever he 
can get for his services— fifteen, twenty, 
thirty copecks and upward. Théodore and 
his friend were soon gliding rapidly over 
the new-fallen snow in one izvostschik, 
Leschetizky calling out to the disap- 
pointed drivers that he would give any 
one following him a griweniJc. It was not 
necessary to repeat the offer : ail followed j 
and as the procession sped along, each 
passing izvostschik washailed byhisfellows 
and invited to join in the race— "the kind 
lord would reward ail." When Théodore 
reached his apartment he found that his 
suite comprised seventyizvostschiki,oblig- 
ing him to disburse seven rubles. Never- 
theless, he felt amply repaid in his boyish 
delight at noting the mystification of 
passers-by. 



CHAPTEB X 

Laaehetlsky's Uni nuuTiage — A oeremony of mncli pomp 
— Letchetisky arrangefl entertainments for the yoang 
Bmpreas — Early imperionmen of Alezander m — Car- 
nMn Qylva—The Bmpre« appoints Leachetizky miul- 
oal inipector at 8molna~The qystem of Vorbenib&r 
—The death of Mme. Leichetiska. 

rpHE winter of 1855-56 brings ns to 
X Leschetizky's first marriage, entered 
into with so mnch hope and destined 
to be franght with so mnch bittemess. 
Mlle, de Friedebonrg seemed indeed emi- 
nently qnalified to fill the position of an 
artist's wife ; her wonderfol gifts had exer- 
cised a powerfnl influence over many^ 
among others Anton Kubinstein^ who at 
onetimeaspiredtoherhand. Leschetizky 
says that hers was the most beautifol alto 
he has ever heard. It had a snperhnman 
qnality and went straight to the heart; 
202 
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but while she intoxicated thé souls of her 
listeners, the deep sympathetic quality of 
her art found no other expression, and 
apart from her singing, she never warmed 
to enthusiasm. The best artists at the Ital- 
ian opéra had predicted a brilliant fdture 
for her if she would only give herself up to 
its exactions ; bnt she was too indolent, too 
fond of her ease and convenience, to under- 
take anything so ardnons as an artistic 
career. Always graceful, but always cold, 
she was not made to create happiness 
around her. She was one of those natures 
that by mère force of passivity inflict 
suffering they cannot, apparently, under- 
stand. 

The Grand Duchess Helen, who took a 
deep interest in both parties, did not coun- 
sel or speciàlly encourage the union. She 
foresaw the diffîculties sure to arise from 
a cold, prosaic disposition on the one side, 
and an ardent, volatile tempérament and 
lack of stability on the other. Théodore 
Leschetizky and Anna Çarlowna were 
married February 16, 1856, in the chapel 
of the palace. As we hâve seen, the young 
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bride was more gracioiis ihan beaatîfdL 
Her small aristocratie hands and feet, her 
andnlatiiig walk and fine figure, were her 
chief attractions. No donbt she made a 
charming pictore as, dad in her bridai 
gown and long veil, and leaning on Connt 
Esterhazy's arm, she walked np the aisle 
to the altar. 

The marriage was oelebrated wîth 
pomp. Connt Seeeny, Ck>nnt Nastitz, and 
a nnmber of distingoished Anstrians were 
présent. After the nuptial bénédiction, 
the bridai party repaired to the palace of 
the Orand Dnchess Helen, where a ban- 
quet had been prepared to oelebrate the 
occasion. 

Leschetizky and his bride were estab- 
lished in a cozy litUe apartment in St. 
Petersburg, where a son, who lived only a 
few months, was bom to them. 

Musicales, tableaux, and private theatri- 
cals lent life and color to the court of the 
Orand Duchess Helen. Thèse entertain- 
ments had often to be arranged in a great 
hurry, as, for instance, when a visit from 
the young Empress was announced; so 
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Lcschetizky was obliged, whenever he left 

r his apartment, to leave word where he 

i Gould be found. He frequently responded 

to a summons accompanied by the French 

^ actor Dupuis, who had a singular capacîty 

for improvîsing ail kinds of theatrical sur- 
prises. As Leschetizky puts it: "First 

^ there was an interview with the grand 

duchess, who^ agitating a small fan, would 
say exdtedly, ^Arrange something— any- 

^ thing: mnsic, tableaux, whatever you 

wish. Her Majesty enjoys thèse things.' 
Then she would ring for her maid, Frâu- 

r^ lein Schiebl, whom every one liked for her 

cheerful countenance, brighteyes, and 
pink cheeks, every one respected for 
her sterling virtues, and every one teased 

^ for her little peculiarities. She always 

wore a head-dress made of lace and colored 
ribbons 5 she had a small, round waist, a 

^ queer, mincing walk, and a slightly affected 

I manner of coming forward to get her or- 

ders. The fact is, she felt her importance 

^ as custodian of stage properties ; and we 

were obliged to foUow her humbly into 

I the hall, where, taking ont an enormous 
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bnnch of keys, she opened her presses^ 
warning as in a voice like the tone of an 
ancient spinet not to soil or crease the 
costomes. 

"Comic opéra, vaudeville, and even 
more serions works were performed at 
thèse entertainments. The exécutants 
were amateurs as a rule— for instance, 
Princess Bielossieiski, Princess Manvelov^ 
the son of Lablache, and others ; but the 
performances often reached a high artistic 
standard. ^ Le Domino Noir,' ' Le Sabot de 
la Marquise,' 'Martha^' and other ox)eras 
in the same style, were well given and bore 
testimony to the proficiency of the distin- 
guished amateurs. The grand duchess, 
with her crochet work, assisted in person 
at ail of the rehearsals." 

Leschetizky relates an amusing expéri- 
ence connected with a rehearsal of Brom- 
berg's "Kinder Symphonie," which, under 
his direction, the young grand dukes were 
to perform with toy instruments. "Duke 
Vladimir, at that time about seventeen 
years of âge, not wishing to take the 
trouble of counting the bars, amused him- 
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gave the sympl^ony. I cannot say that it 
was as complète a suceess as the perform- 
ance of the same work in which I had 
taken part in Y ienna in 1845, when Berlioz 
directedy Ernst played first violin, Des- 
sauer the cuckoo, with Stephen Heller, 
Haslinger, and Castellini among the other 
players," 

One of the most interesting persons 
Leschetizky met at the conrt of the Orand 
Dachess Helen was her nièce the Frinoess 
of Nenwiedy later Qneen of Bnmania. 
Even in early yonth this princess at- 
tracted the attention of men of parts by 
her remarkable common sensé, intelli- 
gence, and enthnsiasm, combined with a 
highly poetic imagination. She was tall, 
slender, and pretty, with a wonderfully 
expressive face; and her candid brow 
was shaded by light brown, wavy hair. 
Her natoral amiability endeared her to ail. 
In later years Carmen Sylva expressed 
her admiration for Leschetizky's teach- 
ing, and among his most treasnred mé- 
mentos I find pictureS; photographs, and 
verses testifying to her friendship for 
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him and his second wife, Annette Essipoff. 
One little poem especially has appealed to 
me. The illustrions queen, whose snbtle 
fantasy expressed itself throngli so many 
channels^ has illominated the margin of 
her poem. The whole is artistically 
framed and signed ^^Elizabeth/' and, apart 
from its literary merit, is precions as a Per- 
sonal offering from a great-hearted, high- 
minded woman. 

As has been made évident, the grand 
duchess was fond of Leschetizky. Bnt she 
considered his views too libéral. ^'You 
are a red," she often said to him. He 
frankly voiced opinions shocking to her, 
and was never able to stoop to that servile 
flattery so highly in favor at conrt, bnt 
not always a proof of loyalty. Speaking 
of Henselt in this connection, he says : "I 
was an admirer of Henselt and his style of 
playing, the charm of which lay chiefly in 
his admirable legato. He played with 
sentiment and nobility, and had, besides, a 
beautifol clear piano technique. But I 
never nnderstood how he conld bend his 
pride to court manners. He was pianist 
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to the Empress Maria Alexandrovnay and 
was ail humility before his sovereign." 

In 18S8 Leschetdzky became connected 
wiih the Smolna Institate. He says: 
'^'Dne day, after I had played before the 
Empress, she gradonsly said to me : 'How 
is it that yon are not attached to oor ser- 
Ticef Wonld you like to bet' ^I ask 
nothing better, yonr Miyesty/ was my 
yery natoral resi>onse. It was then that I 
received my appointment as musical in- 
spector at Smolna," an institution for the 
éducation of the daughters of the higher 
nobility. Hère they receive a solid train- 
ing and one suited to the rank they are 
destined to occupy in life. They are in- 
structed not only in the arts and sciences, 
but in divers branches of housekeeping. 
The institute is under the immédiate pro- 
tection of the court, and ail the maids of 
honor of her M^jesty are drawn from the 
ranks of its pupils. In former days the 
Empress was a fréquent visitor within its 
walls ; in tact, she was so intimate with the 
young ladies of Smolna that they habit- 
ually called her maman. On that &tal 
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day in March, 1881, when the Emperor 
Alezander II received his mortal blow, he 
was carrîed to Smolna from ihe scène of 
the tragedy. 

The pupUs are snrrounded with a cer- 
tain élégant simplicity, and are expected 
to wear a costume uniform in style, but 
differing in color according to âge : the 
youngest dass wearing dark blue; the 
next higher, green ; the highest, tan. The 
dresses are made with low neck and short 
sleeves for ail seasons, so that the wearer 
may become inured to the exigencies of 
full dress. During class hours a batiste 
collar or cape is worn, but, beyond the 
small puff at the shoulder, no sleeve.^ 

Leschetizky's duties at Smolna corn- 
prised examination of ail new students of 
music, a gênerai supervision of the depart- 
ment, and private lessons to such as he 
might deem specially gifted. But the 
quantum of work the institute offered him 
was ïiot suffîcient for his energy. He felt 
the necessity of extending his pedagogical 

iWe quote the uniform regnlationB ezistiiig dnring 
liOMlietizky'B term of office. 
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horizon, of facilitating the development of 
pianism for many. In bis private stndio 
he b^an to assemble a nnmber of pupils 
to whom he gave dass lessons, ihe priée 
being snited to modest means. The name 
of Lesehetizky was soon a name to eonjnre 
with for many young artists sonl-eager 
for knowledge. From the provinces, and 
even great distances, pnpils flocked to him. 
Théodore still laughs heartily when he 
speaks of those '^ strange tyx>es, most of 
them, knowing little or nothing, the best 
will in the world being ail they had to 
oflfer." He was shortly obliged to hâve 
assistants, and his pupils Van Ark, Sino- 
vieff, and Lnscheck became preparatory 
teaichers. 

To this day, Lesehetizky feels the 
System of VarbereUery^ which he has never 
relinquished, to be advantageons to both 
teacher and pupil, especially the latter ; 
and that through it the most satisfactory 
results are obtainable. The Vorbereiter 
and scholar stand more or less on a footing 
of equality, or at least on a plane where 

1 Preparatory teachers. 
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intimacy may exist— an encouragement to 
candid qnestioning^ and a freedom from 
the élément of fear, valnable later, but 
dangerous in the beginning, when the first 
difficult steps are accomplished only by 
patient, carefal itération and without the 
impediment of unsteady nerves. More- 
over, the master is there for the benefit of 
the greater number— to do a work which 
he alone can do. It is therefore necessary 
that the ground be prepared so that he 
may not waste his time on preliminary 
training conducted as well, probably bet- 
ter, by another whose narrower mental 
horizon implies less répugnance for the 
discussion of détail. Further, this method 
means a considérable saving in the cost of 
tuition. 

Leschetizky and his wife spent the sum- 
mer of 1860 in Ischl with Theodore's 
parents. Mme. Leschetizka's health was 
faUing. She clearly foresaw her rapidly 
approaching end. Calling Théodore to her 
side, she said : "My son, you hâve a duty 
to perform. Go ; do not wait hère to see 
me die," As she had lived her life in the 
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foll stxength of yonth and matnrityy she 
lived it in the last sad months when she 
prepared her seul for its suprême triaL 
There was no repining over ihe inévitable ; 
only an increased onselfishness and con- 
stant r^ard for the feelings of others. 

It was with a heavy heart that Théodore 
took leave of his beloved parent, and, nors- 
ing a hope he felt to be nnreal; started for 
Berlin. There he again met Meyerbeer, 
who warmly enconraged him to give his 
time to composition and to take up his 
abode in the Pmssian capital. Âllnring 
prox)Ositions were made the yoni^ com- 
poser, but the plan seemed impossible of 
realization. Later, Théodore receivedflat- 
tering inducements to associate himself in 
pédagogie labors with Eullak ; but this 
also seemed impracticable, as he conld not 
bring himself to ask his young wife to take 
up a life of probable hardships in new sur- 
roundings, abandoning the comforts to 
which she was accustomed, and that, with 
his assured income in St. Petersburg, he 
could always provide. In after years 
Théodore ha;s had resison to regret not 
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[^ having accepted the wise Kullak's offer ; 

I and I may add that this is one of several 

f instances where Leschetizky's better 

. jndgment was overruled by sentiment. 

Nevertheless he has proved by his gener- 

ally successfol investments that an idéal- 

I ist may be gifted with business ability. 

I At that time Leschetizky gave a nnm- 

ber of concertSy often assisted by his wife. 

She sang at the Philharmonie concerts^ in 

the drawing-room of the Grand Duchess 

Sophie at Ischl^ and in other places. 

Everywhere she was successfdl. But her 

warmth was assnmed; her coldness only 

was real : and as years roUed on it became 

more and more évident that the artist pair 

were hopelessly ill-mated. 

Hardly was Leschetizky settled down to 
his work in St. Petersburg when he re- 
ceived the news of his mother^s death. 
That date, October 9, 1860, has never bcen 
forgotten ; and to this day, on each sad 
anniversary, Théodore wears monming in 
révérend memory. 
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THE formai opening of the St Peters- 
bnrg Conservatory of Music occurred 
in September, 1862 j but its real origin 
dates farther back^ when the nucleus of 
the présent conservatory was formed of 
Leschetizky's private school and that of 
Mme. Saloman Nissen for voice-training. 
The conservatory was founded with the 
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assistance and nnder the protection of 
the Grand Dnchess Helen, who assnmed the 
title of président, Anton Bubinstein be- 
coming musical director. A bouse on a 
Street called Mojka was rented, and tbere 
j later, as resnlts seemed to jnstify the out- 

^ lay, the government granted fands for a 

larger and more snitable building. 
Among the notable teachers at that 
period may be mentioned Villoing, whose 
réputation rests on his having taught the 
Bubinstein brothers 5 Gerke, Wienawski, 
Dreyschock, and, for composition, Za- 
remba, who numbers Tschaikowsky 
among his pupils. 

In 1864 a twelve-year-old girl was 
brought to the conservatory, a slight, ner- 
vous little person with expressive green- 
gray eyes and a precocious intelligence. 
It was Annette EssipoflF. Her excellent 
ear, fine memory, and other marked musi- 
cal gifts immediately attracted attention. 
She entered Van Ark's preparatory dass, 
and a year and a half later played a Bee- 
thoven Sonata (C major, 2 Op., No. 2) at 
the examination held before the board. 
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The grand dncheas, presiding, armed with 
her inévitable crochet work, asked Lesche- 
tizky what he thonght of E^poffs talent. 
/^That little one has the very Old Kick in 
her/' he answered« ^'She will be a great 
artist" EssiiK>ff was promoted to Lesche- 
tizky's dassy and made rapid strides; 
thongh for a long time a shade of amatenr- 
ishness^ dne to a lack of discipline^ cost 
her master many a stem effort to over- 
come, and impeded her advance toward 
yirtnosity. As an Ulnstration of this may 
be narrated a short anecdote. In prepar- 
ing the Chopin O minor Ballade for an 
ezamination, she had been hoi>elessly nég- 
ligent in leaming the notes ; and, thongh 
she played the correct mélodies and har- 
monization and maintained the proper 
rhythm, relying on her natnral fiMsUity, 
she gave the accompanying figures more as 
her fimcy dictated than in accordance with 
the composer's notation. This was really 
too mnch for her critical master, a bold- 
ness and impertinence deserving pnnish- 
ment, and rising in his wrath, he pnblidy 
threw the mn3io at the disoomfited girl, 
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informing lier that slie was to consider It 

\ ail over between them. Later, of course, 

he thought better of it ; and it may be re- 
marked hère that almost ail his gifted 

» pnpils since then hâve had at some time 

to go throngh a like dismissal, with the 

I subséquent relenting. 

\ It is related of Annette that she habitu- 

I ally spent the dass hours oontemplating 

her dainty litUe foot, which shé brought 

^ ont from under her skirts, apparently en- 

tirely absorbed in moving it about, admir- 

i ing its fine shape and gracefol poses. 

f Nevertheless, do what he might, no 

teacher was ever able to convict her of 
inattention, her apparent absent-minded- 
ness in no wise preduding a strict consid- 

^ eration of the matter under discussion. 

In 1869 Essipoff and Tschaikowsky took 
their final examinations, Annette playing 

^ the Beethoven G major Concerto and 

transposing the piano part of the Schu- 
mann Quintette before an audience of four 

^ hundredpeople. Bothwereawardedgold 

medals, the first ever offered by the Con- 
servatory of 8t. Petersburg. That summer 
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Essipoff joined the Leschetizkys at Ischl, 
and made her début at the Salzbarg 
Mozarteum with the Chopin E minor 
Concerto. 

A charming x>ainting by Michel Stohl, 
representing Essipoff as she was at that 
time is still in Leschetizky's iK)Ssession. 
No longer the frail, nervous school-girl^ 
Annette had developed into a lovely y oung 
woman. The firm, well-molded figrire^ 
the brilliant complexion^ the bright eyes 
in the pictnre are those of a healthy^ ac- 
tive^ well-matnred physical nature. She 
wears an evening dress, no doubt the one 
she wore on the night she enjoyed the first 
of a long séries of triumphs. I myself 
hâve frequently heard Essipoff play^ and I 
belieye that her great charm lay in her 
poetic interprétation. It was ail so won- 
derfally shaded ; indeed^ the fine subUety 
of her shading has excited the admiration 
of the greatest musicians ; and besides this 
she had a great deal of verve and style. 
While it yras paâsionate, she says herself 
that her playing was not particularly 
powerftQ at that time. Strength was a 
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y much later development ; for lond play- 

^ ing had not been reqaired of her, her 

jy natural quantity of tone being effective on 

accoimt of her forceful contrasts. She 
I was above ail things essentially musical. 

[ Annette's success at Salzburg was com- 

plète. The Grand Duchess Helen, présent 
at the concert, sent for the young artist 
and publicly congratnlated her. Lesche- 
tizky himself conld not but express his 
gratification, adding : "Now ail you need 
is to continue in the same path/' at which 
the débutante, seizing his hand, endeav- 
ored to kiss it as she answered : " Without 
you I am only dust." At that time Lesche- 
tizky loved his brilliant pupil Nelly, as 
he called her, as one loves a child. In 
fact, he undertook to find a suitable 
husband for her. He continued to take 
a lively interest, not only in her musical 
training, but in her gênerai éducation, 
providing her with reading, particularly 
the poets Gtoethe, Schiller, and Shakspere. 
Annette's active young mind eagerly 
drank in knowledge from ail sources, 
especially poetry, which she assimilated 
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witboiit effort Gratefdl for ail his kind- 
ness^ Essipoff offered her master a warm, 
ehildlikc affection, and Leschetizky con- 
tinned to give her private lessons, de- 
yeioping in her the most exqnisite refine- 
ment of the pianist's art 

litUe lyy litUe his jiersonal ambition 
became merged in the career of his gifted 
pnpiL Nor did he hesitate to dévote his 
best energiesy and even large snms of 
money, to bringing her ont at home and 
abroad. 

Mlle. Essipoff's phénoménal and rapid 
sncoess is known to alL She played to 
enthnsiastic andienoes in the principal 
cities of Enroiie and America^ and in 1885 
was named pianist to the King of Pmssia. 

As we hâve already intimated, Lesche- 
tizky's marriage with Anna Oarlowna had 
not been happy. Years of conjugal life 
did nothing to cernent the union between 
two he^rtSy never intended for each 
other. Inthemeantime^slowlybntsnrely, 
what had been affection became love ; and, 
with characteristic frankness, Leschetizky 
admitted to his wife his tme feeling for 
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Annette. The divorce suit lasted two 

years. In Leschetizky's diary I find this 

entry: "1871— December 21. To-day 

Anna Friedebourg leaves my honse, in 

I wMch she bas reigned nearly sixteen years. 

I How much mnst I yet undergo before 

I reaching complète happiness— if, indeed, I 

) am destined ever to attain it I " 

L Among Lescbetizky's private pupils in 

St. Petersbnrg may be mentioned Mlles. 

f Katherine Karnowitsch, Stettinin, Kawe- 

lin, and Volborth, whose mother had been 

I a pupil of Field. The Volborth résidence 

\ was frequented by a number of artists, 

j^ including Anton Eubinstein, who com- 

I posed a cantata to celebrate the silver 

wedding of M. and Mme. Volborth, Lesche- 

1 tizky contributing for this occasion a 

charming duet for two sopranos, based on 

Chopin's often-played stndy in F minor 

^ (Op. 25, No. 2). 

Reverting to the subject of Smolna, I 

r feel I mnst relate an incident, in itself not 

' remarkable, but seeming to throw light on 

Leschetizky's natural kindness of heart. 

The directress of the institute one day 

' 14 
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spoke to him of a young girl^ a consnmp- 
tive who, it was believed, had not many 
months to live. Indeed, it was feared she 
would die with the spring roses. This 
poor child's dearest wish was to become 
Leschetizky's pupil ; bat it was not con- 
sidered advisable to put her under his 
charge, as in ail probability it woold be 
time lost Bhe was diaphanonsly white, 
like a flower reared in the shade, with 
expressive great bine eyes, to which hope 
lent splendor. Théodore realized imme- 
diately that her mnsic conld serve merely 
to brighten her few remaining days. 
Nevertheless he accepted her withont 
demur, and set to work to devise si>ecîal 
stndies, giving her the necessary exercise 
withont making serions demands on her 
"strength. Thèse stndies consisted, in 
great part, gf wrist movements, and the 
young girl applied herself zealously to fol- 
lowing the advice of her master, who, in 
turh, devoted as much eamest thought to 
her case as though he expected to bring 
ont in her a new virtuose. In the spring 
her health was already improved. Able 
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to take the examinations reqnired at 

I Sinoln% she retorned to her famlly^ bat 

continned to study privately nnder 

^ Leschetizky. One day Anton Bubînstein 

called dnring her lesson. Théodore left 
her at the piano, and, closing the door, 
went into the next room to talk with his 

I f riend. After a few minutes' conversation 

* Bnbinstein asked Leschetizky why he had 

the Chopin F minor study played by two 

f pupils. SofUy opening the door, Théodore 

showed him Mlle. Djimkowska playing it 
in octaves. She was indeed entirely re- 
stored to strength— serene happiness in 
her work had brought her physical health ; 
and for once, at least, Theodore's kind- 
heartedness had not been unrewarded. 

Another Smolna pupil of Leschetizky 
whose name deserves to be noted is the 
Princess Dolgoruki, later united in mpr- 
ganatic marriage to Emperor Alexander 
II. After she left the institute she con- 
tinned to receive instruction from Théo- 
dore, who went to the palace, where she 
took her lesson in her private boudoir, 
on an upright piano, that she preferred 
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to any one of a nninber of grands at her 
disposai. It seems she was not par- 
ticularly tidy abont her moming toilet, 
and that her long haïr, which nnbonnd 
reached to the floor, wonld often Êill over 
her shonlders wlthoat cansing her any 
embarrassment. Leschetizky relates that 
one day, after giving the princess a lesson, 
he was going throngh a dark passage lead- ' 
ing from her room, when he ran against a 
man evidently on his way to the Dolgo- 
rnkPs apartment. Hearing the clank of 
a saber, he conclnded it was some officer^ 
and proceeded withontoffering any excuse. 
Beaching the entrance of the palace, he 
found the main doors thrown wide open 
and the servants in gala livery. He in- 
qnired the reason of this nnnsnal parade, 
and was informed that the Emperor had 
jnst arrived. The relations of the Dolgo- 
mki and Alexander, even before the 
marriage, are a matter of history. The 
man in the passage was none other than 
his Majesty. 

Another incident connected with 
Smolna gives an idea of the absolutism 
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pre vailing in Eussia in ail ranks of anthor- 

ity. Some of the puplls of the institute, 

^ school-girMike, had complained of the 

' quality of their food, and rumors of their 

complaint reached the ears of the Em- 

peror, who ordered the Duke of Oldin- 

( burg, président of Smolna, to look into 

i the matter. "I was not very fond of his 

^ Excellency," says Leschetizky. "He was 

I a man of soor disposition — taU^ thin^ quick 

and angnlar in his movements, with little 

blinking, beady black eyes that took note 

of everything, and his nose in every- 

y body^s business. The Emperor's command 

* was no sooner issued than Oldinburg started 

for Smolna, arriving just at dinner-time. 

Stationing himself not far from the kit- 

' ehen^ he awaited the passage of the soldiers 

on duty in the dining-room. Presently 

two went by, carrying a soup-tureen. ^ Set 

' that down on the floor and fetch me a 

[ spoon/ thundered the duke. The soldiers 

( looked up in évident surprise, but, too 

well disciplined to speak except in answer 

to a question, obeyed; then stood sub- 

missively awaiting further orders. The 

i 

^ 
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duke, wearing a severely ciitical ex- 
pression of Êu^, dipped the spoon in the 
gray, morky liquida bat had no sooner 
tonched it to his lips than he angrily 
rejected it, shrieking: ^Why, it 's dish- 
water!' 'As your Highness says,' an- 
swered the terrified soldiers. And so it 
was— dish-water being carried away in a 
cast-off soap-tnreen nsed for washing 
knives and forks." Theodore's malicions 
enjoyment of this story is not entirely 
withont retribntive justice. He relates : 
"On one occasion, in my early Smohia 
days, I was to play in a concert The 
pompons président met me, and in- 
qnired snperdlionsly : * Why are yon not 
in nniformf 'I hâve none,' was my 
prompt answer. 'The uniform is obliga- 
tory with ns— yon are required to hâve 
one,' objected the martinet. Now this 
idea of wearing uniform was exceedingly 
distastefol to me. The Emperor was prés- 
ent at the concert and very kindly compli- 
mented me on my pla3ring. In thanking 
him for his graciousness, I remarked that 
I had come near not appearing at ail. 
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Conséquent qnestioning revealed the story 
of the nniform, and his Msgesty laaglied 
^ heartily, exdaiming ; ^ An artist in nni- 

f orm ! How absnrd ! ' 

^^ And so I found myself in possession of 
the highest warrant for not wearing the 
state livery, and had, moreover, the sat- 
isfaction of beholding the discomfitnre of 
' the haughty Oldinburg, who stood by 

wrathfdlly chewing his lip." 

Leschetizky enjoyed the friendship of 
the composer Alexander Dorgomyschsky, 
j who, notwithstanding his high officiai po- 

1 sition, had found time to develop his ge- 

^ nins first in smaller f orms, later in dramatic 

Works, and whose "Esmeralda" and "The 
Nymph" are highly esteemed as spéci- 
mens of Bnssian mnsic. He met also the 
engineer composer Gaesar Cni, and Alex- 
ander Berov, distingoished first as state 
conncilor, but whose réputation now rests 
principally on his Bussian opéras, his 
treatise on Bussian mélodies, his criticisms, 
and his able défense of Wagner's doctrines 
and reforms. 

During Leschetizky's sojoum in St, 
I 
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Peteisbarg a coterie of artists formed a 
Society for the private performance of 
new compositions. The authors them- 
selves freqaently took part and foreign 
opera-singers temporarily stationed in 
the capital were often présent: thns 
Mario, Calzolari, Debassini, Bonconi, La- 
groie, Delagrange, and others, besides a 
number of scnlptors, painters, writers, and 
I>oets. Many gifted amatenrs figored as 
X>erformers, a certain informality giving 
I)ecnliar charm to thèse joyons evenings. 
Leschetizky's friendship for the Italian 
artists proved of great advantage to the 
Smolna Institnte. Up to this time the 
entertainments given there had consisted 
in i>art of exhibitions of prestidigitator 
skill and other amusements of the same 
grade ; but Theodore's friends, in récogni- 
tion of his courtesy in helping them in 
their rehearsals of new mnsic and in ac- 
companying them, were, in tnm, very glad 
to assist him in getting np concerts and 
opéras at Smolna. Thèse were patronized 
by the court and the Emperor himself 
often presided at the Champagne supper 
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served the artists after fhe performance. 
Speaking of the delightfnl comradery he 
enjoyed with painters, Leschetizky relates 
an incident of the days when he shared 
the qnarters of Yan Haanen and Stohl. 

At a breakfast given by the former the 
conversation tonched on the great facility 
attained by certain adepts at painting, 
Yan Haanen wagering that he himself 
conld begin and finish a picture within 
four honrs. The wager was taken np by a 
wealthy Bnssian^ who promisedto purchase 
the picture, provided it were made in his 
présence. The painter selected a canvas 
fifty centimeters by sixty, and choosing a 
scène on the Neva from his sketches, began 
the work immediately. Leschetizky un- 
dertook to entertain the company by play- 
ing and improvising ; and Yan Haanen^ 
in no wise disturbed by the mnsic, 
completed the painting within the pre- 
scribed limit of time. He had won his 
wager and five hundred rubles, the price 
offered by his gênerons friend. 

Among Leschetizky's acqnaintances was 
a certain pianist, Engel, who had a large 
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number of pnpik bdonging to the better 
families of the merchant dassy much re- 
spected in Bossia^ as elsewhere, on aooonnt 
of iheir wealth and characteristic indnstry. 
Thèse merchant millionaires^ rising from 
the ranks of the x>easantry9 are to the end 
of their lives simple and kindly in manner, 
and often preposteronsly ignorant. One 
day Bnbinstein, Henselt, Minlnis, the 
esteemed composer of ballet mnsic^ 
Leschetizkyy and others were taking Innch 
together and enlivening the meal by nar- 
rating their varied expériences. Engel 
related that a wealthy grocer^ wishing to 
arrange lessons for his danghter^ had in- 
vited him to Inncheon, sajdng that it was 
pleasanter to specify the tenns of a con- 
tract over a comfortable meaL The 
good-natnredy rotnnd lavashniky with his 
red shiny fioce, his hair neatly cnt, i>arted 
in the middle, and well plastered down on 
both sides, was typical of his dass. His 
wifC; a bnxom fignre with an insignificant 
conntenance, and his tall, thin, vacnons- 
looking danghter were introdnoed. And 
when Engel had taken a small glass of 



A GROCER'S BARGAIN 237 

spirits and was supposed to feel perfectly 
at home^ ail sat down tx) the table, whcre 
caviar and a succession of well-prepared 
dishes and Champagne were served. His 
hnnger appeased, the master of the honse 
desired to enter immediately on the 
subject of the price of lessons. "Five 
rubles," answered Engel. "Five ru- 
f blés!" exclaimed the host, shaking his 

head. "Five îs a great deal." Then, his 
small gray eyes assuming a look of cnn- 
ning, "I will tell you what can be donc : 
my daughter will not be an artist— teach 
her for three. She need not leam to play 
on the black keys." Rising from the table, 
Engel sat down to the piano and played 
the Chopin study in Q flat, sometimes 
called the Black Key Study. The bargain- 
loving merchant was caught in the snare. 
Standing near the instrument, his arms 
akimbo, wagging his head from side to 
side, he watched the pianist's fingers with 
absorbing interest. With the last note he 
cried: "The devil take the two rubles! 
She also shall leam to play on the bladc 
keys." 
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An amusing incident connected with 
Anton Bnbinstein oocnrred doring Lesche- 
tizky's sojoom in Pctersbnrg. He says : 
^^The passport régulations^ as every one 
knows, hâve always been severe in Bossia. 
Now Bnbinstein^ having no diploma fix>ni 
any conserratory, was simply put down as 
A. Bubinstein, son of a merchant. Strange 
as it may seem, this insignificant circum- 
stance had been a serions annoyance to 
the great artist One day he said to some 
of his friendSy professors at the conserva- 
tory, ^ Pleine look at this abominable thing, 
my passport I Ck)uld anything be worsef 
Gentlemen, give me an artist's certificate.' 
Highly amusedy we nevertheless pretended 
to take the matter seriously, and informed 
our world-celebrated comrade that if he 
wanted a certificate he must eam it, as 
others did, by taking the prescribed exam- 
inations. So we àll assembled in the con- 
servatory hall, and Bnbinstein, not with- 
out mock tremulousness, went through 
the ordeal. Then, after mature délibéra- 
tion, we decided that the certificate 
should be awarded, and Dreyschock and I 
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signed the docmaent, and wiih due pomp 
I and solemnity, presented it to our friend^" 

^ Dreyschock and Leschetizky were one / 

'f day discnssing pianistic effects. The ■ 

former enlarged on the difficulties to be i 
overcome before attaining a smooth glis- ; 
sando in the Weber Coneertstûck, and 
then immediately sat down and executed <^ 
it flawlessly. Théodore, who stood be- ; 
hindy eomplimented him highly, and, in his ' 
tum, ripped oflF the glissando without i 
trouble. He then requested Dreyschock I 
to play the passage again, malicionsly in- < 
sisting that his friend must hâve some \ 
original method of accomplishing the feat. ^ 
Dreyschock consented; but as he sat| 
down Leschetizky held his hand tighUy. 
Then their eyes met, and each knew that 
the other was possessed of his little secret, | 
the very innocent device of moistening the 1 
thumb, but at the proper moment, and so l 
dexterously that the audience does not see 1 

the hand carried to the mouth. ) 

This period (about 1870) may, perhaps, 
be considered the most brilliant of Lesche- 
tizky's virtuoso career. He gave numer- 
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ons saccessfiil concerts in St Petersbnrg, 
Moscow (in one of whioh he was assisted 
by Wienawski), Yienna^ Ischl, Baden, 
Leipzig (at the Gewandhaus), in other 
German dties, and in London. 

On the occasion of one of his London 
trips, Théodore again assnmed the re- 
sponsibilities of state conrier. The safety 
and facilities of travel had greatly in- 
creased since his first exx>erience of the 
kind in 1854 ; nevertheless^ his joomey 
WBS not withont incident. " At Cologne,'^ 
says Théodore, ^^I presented my pass to 
the station-master, who appointed a spé- 
cial gnard to keep watch over my grip 
while I went into the restaurant to get 
my dinner. It wbs nearly 11 p.m. when I 
entered my compartment, finding myself 
the sole occupant; but the train had 
scarcely begun to move when a man un- 
locked the door opposite the platform and 
dambered in, evldently without the 
knowledge of Ûie guard. He was a robust 
individual, dad in common trousers and 
a workman's blouse. He carried a short 
club and a bundle tied up in a handker- 
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chief. I reflected that snch a person was 
decidedly out of place in a first-class car- 
nage, and probably there for no good pur- 
pose j moreover, his manner bore out my 
suspicions. He sat down in the corner op- 
posite my valise and watched me closely. 
Pretending to be asleep, I also kept my 
companionunder constant observation, and 
noticed that he was gradually shifting his 
position so as to get nearer me. Suddenly 
he got up and made an attempt to draw 
the lamp-shade in such a way as to throw 
himself in the dark. Feeling that the 
crucial moment had come, I rose to my 
feet and, staring him full in the face, 
brought out my revolver. M" ot daring to 
turn my eyes from his even for an instant, 
it was impossible for me to reach the 
emergency signal behind me, so ail I could 
do was to terrorize him by the force of 
my will. The agony was long, — ^I after- 
ward calculated that it must hâve lasted 
an hour,— but finally I could see that he 
was weakening, and as the train slowed 
up he ox>ened the door and jumped off. I 
tugged violently at the signal, and, when 
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the conductor and gnard appeared, ex- 
plained what had happened bs well as my 
excitement wonld permit. The villain 
had sacceeded in escaping, and the train 
proceeded to Aix-la-Ghax>elle. I after- 
ward leamed that a former employée of 
the roady sinee his dismissal become a 
desperate charaeter, had been seen lurking 
about the station at Cologne. He had ob- 
served the spécial attention bestowed on 
my gripy and had hoped to become master 
of it by first stnnning me with his club; as 
he had a number of other victims." 

In London Leschetizky was associated 
in concerts with the great violinsts Auer 
and Sarasate. 

The visit to London is also mémorable 
for Leschetizky's meeting with Charles 
Gtounod^ who received him with the large- 
hearted cordiality that, whatever may be 
said to the contrary, characterizes men of 
genius. The two mnsicians were much 
and often together^ and it was there that 
Théodore met the beantifol Miss Weldon, 
who so cruelly retumed Gounod's friend- 
ship by suppressing the score of "Poly- 
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eucte/' which neither a lawsuit nor any 
inducement or threat was able to wrest 
from her, so that the composer was obliged 
to begin his work again from the begin- 
ning. Gounod was to accompany Patti in 
one of his songs, and invited Théodore 
to be présent " You must come," he said. 
"I want you as near me as possible." But 
this was a diffîcnlt matter to arrange, as 
ail the seats were already disi)osed of ; so 
at the last moment Leschetizky snggested 
sitting on the stage and tnming the pages 
of the mnsic. "But I will not use any," ob- 
jected Gk)unod. "Never mind, maestro," 
answered Théodore ; "we will put up some- 
thing else and I will prétend to turn." And 
the génial composer finding the idea 
excellent, the knotty question was solved. 



16 



CHAPTER Xn 

Théodore «nd BHipoff are both stiicken with typhold — 
They more to Vienna— Mme. Varette Stepanoff— Lea- 
chetlxky reçoives a TiBit firom LisEt — He meete Lamperti 
—The TonkAnsUerrerein— Paderew8ki*8 débat— His 
studios imder Leschotizky — Leschetisky terminâtes his 
Tirtnoso career — EssipoiTs daots wlth Paderewtki 

WHEN, after a séries of concerts^ 
AntoD Bnbinstein retnmed to St. 
Petersburg, Leschetizky immediately re- 
signed his post at the court of the Grand 
Dnchess Helen, for whoiu he retained àl- 
ways the deepest regard. A slight cloud 
passed over the friendship of the two ar- 
tists. It is well known that Sabinstein, 
who had so little reason to be so^ was en- 
viouS; and morbidly sensitive to criticisni; 
even the best-intentioned. When he had 
finished his D minorConcerto^he played it 
for Leschetizky^ intending to dedicate it 
to him. As was natoral, Théodore can- 
244 
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didly expressed his opinion ; to the effect 
that notwithstanding the impressiveness 
and force of the composition, it was faulty 
in some parts in respect of fullness. The 
great Anton had a pecnliar habit of snck- 
ing his thnmb while weighing a remark, 
and in this attitude he listened to the 
criticism ; but the work was not dedicated 
to Leschetizky, nor was any other 5 which, 
considering their life-long friendship, 
seems unaccountable. Strained relations 
were, however, of short duration. 

In 1874 Leschetizky received the Franz- 
Josef Order from the Emperor of Austria, 
then on a visit to St. Petersburg. The 
other décorations which hâve been given 
him are the Anna and Stanislaw orders, 
the Gustav Yasa, and the Bumanian 
Order of Commandeur. 

In 1878 Leschetizky and Essipoff were 
stricken with typhoid fever at the same 
time. Notwithstanding the fearfully de- 
bilitating effect of the dread malady, 
Théodore nursed his young wife himself, 
rising from his couch in a room adjoining 
hers to administer the remédies prescribed 



246 THEODOEE LESCHETIZKY 

by the physician ; and I may add that this 
tendemess for Annette in her illness, this 
never-feôling dévotion under trying con- 
ditions, is qnite consistent with Lesche- 
tizky's character, which at times reaches 
to a sublime thoughtfdlness of others, and 
again stoops to the most i>etty selfishness. 
tlnder his loving care Annette was soon 
perfectly well, but the disease had made 
serions inroads on Theodore's constitution 
and his strength returned but slowly. 
Many considérations urged him to retum 
to y ienna and settle there. For one thing, 
his father, grown old and peevish, imperi- 
ously demanded his son's society to comfort 
his declining years. In order to satisfy 
him, Théodore determined to sell his fur- 
niture and move to Vienna. He wound 
up his affairs ; and the pension that he re- 
ceived as retired member of the faculty of 
the conservatory was made over to Essi- 
pofTs mother. 

He bought a villa on Sternwârter Strasse 
in Wâhring Cottage, a district situated on 
a level higher than that of the city proper 
and giving a fine view of the magnificent 
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I 
i KaMenberg. Cottage was at that time 

[ but thinly settled. The honses were snr- 

^ rounded by large gardens, and the unpaved 

I streets, shaded by wide-spreading chest- 

nut-trees, gave it a rnral aspect. The 

beauty of the vicinity has endeared Wàh- 

^ ring to Leschetizky. Later he purchased 

a second villa, connected by a garden with 

the first, which was rentedto Hans Eichter.' 

I This second villa, on Karl Ludwig Strasse, 

fomished with spécimens of Marie Thérèse 

and Benaissance art and decorated with 

souvenirs of thepast and tributes of the 

I présent, has been visited by the mggority 

f- of this century's artists, and is beloved by 

hundreds of students from ail parts of the 

world as thfiir source of inspiration and 

I knowledge. 

Some référence to Mme. Varette Step- 
angfl^ who has so ably repxasented'Uesclie- 
I tizky^s teaching in Germany, seems a 

[ necessary part of my narrative. Married 

I at the âge of sixteen to a Eumanian offîcer 

f and early left a widow, she met the Lesche- 

i tizkys for the first time in 1877, at Aigen, 

near Salzburg. A warm friendship sprang 
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np between Mme. Essipoff-Leschetizky 
and this charming woman, whose dassic 
beaaty and fine intelligence immediately 
won ail hearts. Severe mental strain had 
aiready imi>aired her health^ and the phy- 
sicians prescribed wintering in Crimea 
as the best means of récupération. The 
Leschetizkys prevailed on her to foUow 
this advice, and when she reappeared in 
St. Petersbnrg she was completely trans- 
formed. The admirable Crimean climate 
had effectnally donc its work. Highly 
gifted by natnre and aiready mnsically ad- 
vanced; she applied herself zealonsly to 
higher virtuoso stndies^ and her progress 
under Leschetizky wbs so rapid that she 
was soon able to entertain solid hopes of 
adopting an artistic career. In the mean- 
time, she was invited to stop with the 
Leschetizkys in Vienna, and her gratitude 
for the kindness shown her expressed it- 
self in a thonsand ways, in matters rela- 
tive to house-keeping and in the care of 
the children whenever their parents were 
obliged for professional reasons to absent 
themselves from home. She herself made 
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snccessfnl concert tours in Germany, Eng- 

landy and Anstria^ and, as Leschetizky's 

} jssist anj^eveloped the marked pédagogie 

I ability for which she is now known in both 

hémisphères. 

In 1882 my brother-in-law eiyoyed the 

privilège of receiving a visit from Liszt. 

Théodore was to leave Yienna the same 

^ evening to attend the flrst présentation of 

his opéra ^^Die Erste Faite " in Mannheim. 

In fact, when the master of Weimar was 

announced, Leschetizky was in the act of 

getting his grip ready for the jonmey. 

' Noticing the préparations, Liszt wished 

> to eut his visit short ; but Théodore, over- 

! joyed at seeing him again, detained him 

first onder one pretext, then nnder an- 

I other, while, over a box of cigars and a 

glass of sherry, the hours flew by till, look- 

ing np at the dock, Liszt rose hastily to 

go. Train-time was long past, and seeing 

jj a shade of embarrassment on his friend's 

conntenance, Théodore exclaimed : ^'Snre- 

ly, dear master, yon will believe that 

taJking with yon is a greater pleasnre 

for me than being présent at the Mann- 
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heim première of my opéra ! " Three 

days later Leschetizky started for Mann- 

heim^ and the next night^ from the gai* V" 

lery of the theater^ assisted incognito at 

a i>erformance of "Die Erste Falte.'^ 

The participants^ entering into the spirit 

of this charming bit of rococo style^ gave | 

a présentation satis£Btctory to the com- 

poser^ who had, moreover, the pleasnre of ^^■. 

noting that the audience nnderstood and i 

appreciated his work. Followiûg the 1 

ezàmple of a nnmber of Gterman cities, 

Yienna bronght ont Leschietizky's opéra j 

but this production, thoUgh under the 

direction of Hans Bichter, so eminent in s \ 

his conception of heavier music, was not 

specially successful. Several of the cast 

wëre not certain of their parts ; Mme. 

Lucca, who wa5 to hâve sung the Mar- 

chionesS) was unàble tô api>ear : in fact, 

this Viennese i)erformance has àlways ] 

been fegarded as a failure and a stum- ^J 

bling-block in the carèer of the work. 

The friendship existing for years be- I 

tween our family and Leschetizky induced 
him to make another joumey to Italy and 
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Villa on Karl Ludwig Strasse. 
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to corne to Cemobbio, where we were stop- 
ping on account of my stadies under Pran- 
cesco Lamperti; and the pleasure of 
introducing the great pédagogues to each 
other fell to my lot. The Lamperti honse- 
hold was interesting in many ways— first 
from the standpoint of extrême old âge. 
There was the master himself, eighty-two 
years old ; his father-in-law, ten years his 
senior ; his mother-in-law, a very ancient 
dame ; and the cat^ which^ having attained 
the respectable âge of twenty-three years, 
surveyed the world from her post at her 
master's feet, homping up her back crit- 
ically at the approach of strangers. Mme. 
Lamperti; a handsome blonde, and the 
only young person in the family, governed 
the honse and managed the school, endear- 
ing herself to the scholars by her tact and 
charming manners. Iiamx>erti was de- 
votedly attached to roses, and had a num- 
ber of plants, the growth of which he 
watched with the keeitest interest, taMng 
a childlike delight in each one. Early 
every morning he conld be seen walking 
gingerly between the bnshes, holding the 
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. ] 

branches aside to give passage to the cat, ^ 

who freqnenOy acoompanied him on his 1 

expéditions. Inthegardenstoodadainty 
pavilion entirely o vergrown with dimbing 
roses. One day the maestro took me to 
show me a gigantic half-ojiened rose hang- ^ 

ing her lovely head near the entrance. 
The next day was a stormy one—the mag- 1 

nificent rose had disappeared. I was ae- ^ 

cnsed of having placked it; the porter I 

had, in &ct^ seen me steal np to the pavi- | 

lion, and away, carefolly hiding something -^ 

(which of conrse was not true). In vain 
I confided in Mme. Iiami>erti, assoring 
her that, had I snccumbed to so grievous a >' 

temptation, prompt avowal wonld hâve 
followed ; nothing availed— I was obliged 
to sabmit to a scène. Forther investiga- 
tion, however, brought the tmth to light, , 
and a day later the master received me 
with a friendly little tap on the cheek, , 
begging pardon for his onjnst suspicion. I 
"And who was it who took the rose!" 
"My father-in-law," indignantly answered 
Lami>erti ; "he picked it, and to carry to > 
a pretty girl in Como." It was true j the 
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old man, in whom âge had not diminished 
the fires of youth, was still capable of uû- 
dertaking a daily walk of several honrs 
on a gallant errand. 

Lamperti was very glad toJmeet Lesche- 
tizky, and the visit seemed to be a mntnal 
delight^ though neither was conversant 
with the langoage of the other. I served 
as interpréter. We went to see the time- 
faded lithograph pictures of Lamperti's 
pnpils, and the maestro pointed to each 
with a stick, mentioning some character- 
istic, bat nnable to recall the names, even 
of the most celebrated. Standing before 
Ortolani Tiberini's picture, he remarked 
on the excellence of her voice production, 
her warmth ; on AlbanPs coloring of sns- 
tained notes, her single tones "like fialling 
stars," and how, after she had traveled as 
an artist, she came back to him to beg for 
lessons on the trill. And so on about many 
others, always turning to me to give the 
name of each. It was a charming pictnre : 
Leschetizky, in smiling récognition of 
many old friends— Delagrange, Cruvelli, 
Lagroie, Stoltz, the Artot sisters, bringing 
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back his early days in St Petersburg ; and 
Lampertiy actoally blnshing with pleasure, 
his dear &ded eyes brightening at this new 
proof of the world celebrity of his pnpils. 

In the evening Leschetizky joined in the 
game of loto, of which the maestro wbs 
very fond, thongh it was always necessary 
for some one to watch his card, as, notwith- 
standing his désire to win, he frequently 
forgot to cover his nnmbers. 

Iiami>erti was very prond of his collec- 
tion of cnriosities : iK>cket-books, porcelain 
cnps, and a nnmber of things dear to him 
for association's sake, which he kept 
locked np in a cabinet, in company with 
two stnffed parrots, one green and one 
gray, relating the sad history of the latter 
to every visitor. The master asserted 
that, from having heard mnch singing, this 
intelligent bird had become an accom- 
plished singer, actnally rendering the aria 
"Casta Diva," with ail the shading and 
coloratnre he had heard from Albani. It 
seems that for several years he had his 
perch close to the pédagogie chair ; bnt as 
at one time he had nndertaken to bite ail 
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persoDS approaching his master, it became 
necessary to banish him to a distant room. 
One morning he was found dead. A post- 
mortem examination showed heart-di- 
sease; the physician maintaining that 
vexation (grief, Lamperti used to call it) 
had cansed his death. It was tonching to 
hear the white-haired maestro speak of 
his feathered friend. 

In his old âge Lamperti became irrita- 
ble. Indeed, it sometimes happened that 
his stick beat a tattoo on an embryo artist's 
shonlders. Seated in an arm-chair (in 
winter well wrapped np in a mnffler, 
woolen cufEs, gaiters), his bâton in his 
hand, he listened to his pupils. He was 
sometimes very noisy at lessons, rising to 
insert his generally snnff-stained Angers 
in the pupil's rosy mouth to show her 
where the tone shonld strike, gesticnlating 
to imitate the violin-bowing, singing the 
melody in his iK)or cracked voice, and 
shrieking : " OUo^ olio ! A voice that has no 
legato is no voice." He vas fond of em- 
bellishments, often enlarging on Italian 
arias. Nor was it possible to évade thèse 
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difficalties ; for objections on the gronnd 
tfaat Bossini, for instance, might resent a 
tampering with bis work, were al ways met 
with some sach answer as : ^^I suppose I 
hâve a right to dispose of this cadenza^ 
sinoe I myself made most of them for my 
friend Sossini!" And the angmented 
cadence and discomfitnre remained. 

It was very warm dnring the whole of 
Leschetizky's stay in Cemobbio, so that 
he made a habit of employing an oarsman 
to row him ont on the lake at night, say- 
ing that thns only conld he enjoy the 
beanty of the spot. The cahn noctnr- 
nal scène, to which thonsands of fireflies 
lent magie effect, impressed Leschetizky 
deeply. It was there that he oomposed 
his six piano pièces called ''Souvenirs 
d'Italie" and dedicated to ''Her Majesty 
Qneen Elizabeth of Bnmania." Qf the 
gronp, the gracefol scherzo ''Le Lncciole " 
is the most esteemed. 

Once firmly established in Yienna, 
Leschetizky's spirit of enterpnse led him 
into many nndertakings. The now cele- 
brated Tonkûnstlerverein owes its exis- 
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tence in great measnre to his far-reaching 
energy in proposing the matter to his col- 
leagnes and helping to organize the So- 
ciety. It originated in 1881 in weekly 
meetings for the bnnging together of ar- 
tists and the production and discussion of 
new Works. Latterly the society has de- 
voted itself very largely to the works of 
BrahmS; during his life always the great- 
est among ns at the Tonkiinstlerverein. 
Many times Brahms wonld join ns when, 
as was cnstomary after the musiC; we re- 
paired to a neighboring restaurant^ form- 
ing into groups at the small tables to 
discuss the evening's events. He was 
grave and rather pondérons in his manner. 
His voice was low^ solemn, a little hnsky ; 
but what he said was not devoid of wit and 
fun, and he had a very kind smile. Ko one 
is without a vulnérable point. Brahms's 
weakness was his décorations ; he was vain 
of them and liked to hâve them spoken of. 
The musicians of Vienna had haUed with 
joy the founding of the Tonkiinstlerverein, 
which gave an opportunity of hearing not 
only the best products of their fellow- 
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townsmen, but also those of foreigneis, 

▼ho, when iMssible, were always invited 

to take parL I lemember the night that 

Leschetizky brooght oat his brilliant papil 

IgDBOC FSaderewskL His performance of 

an original thème and variations was not 

greeted with spécial &yor. Indeed, some | 

local mnsicians were heard to remark that 

the '^yonng man did not seem to promise 

mnch.'' But his keener master opposed 

envions critlcism with the now nnanswer- 

able statementy "Ah, my dear ^ yon 

will hâve to get nsed to hearing that y oung 
man's name.^ Yet, as he stood noncha- 
lantly in the passageway, his tawny head 
resting against the wall, those who foresaw 
his great future were probably few. 

He came to Yienna to stndy with 
Leschetiz kyjnlggS. Of ail his pnpils, the 
master daims that Fladerewski was the 
most docile. There was no remark so in- 
signiflcanty no détail so small, as to deserve 
less than his whole passionate attention. 
In his two modest rooms in No. 46 Anas- 
tasias Gmngasse (rooms which for mo- 
tives of sentiment he retatns on a life 
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lease)^ with a slender wardrobe and scanty 
comforts, he patiently laid the foundation 
of his brilliant career. 

On the evening of my first introduction 
to Paderewski, he told me something 
which I hâve found food for thought. "It 
is not the first time I hâve seen you, ma- 
demoiselle— I saw you once when you were 
only a chUd/' he said ^ and went on to 
narrate that at a certain concert in Dwinsk 
he had seen me with my parents. We had 
come, natorally^ in our own équipage with 
liveried servants. In our country thèse 
things always prodnce a certain effect that 
is perhaps to be deplored. It seems that 
Paderewski had been asked to play at this 
concert, but could not accept the engage- 
ment because— he had no evening dress ! 
And there he stood in the doorway, un- 
noticed, unconsidered, possibly looking up 
with a certain déférence to the représenta- 
tives of an aristocracy who in so short a 
time afterward would come to look up to 
him sus one of Poland's greatest glories. 

In Vienna we became well acquainted^ 
and Paderewski came often to our apart- 
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ment, where he was always informally i 

weloomecL My mother was very fond of 

him and loved to hâve him corne in nn- 

announced; whidi he often did, sitting 

down at the piano while the table was 

being hdd for dinner, going over diffîcnlt ^^ 

passages in compositions he was stndying, I 

or improvising with sach bravnra that 

my mother wonld langhingly insist our ^ 

pianino conld not possibly resist the 

terrifie onslaoght. 

Paderewski has a wonderfol gift of mind- 
reading; and his accnrate and immédiate 
response to any possible suggestion has 
been a matter of surprise to many. He 
has what might almost be called a genius 
for devising impromptu amusements ; and 
when a number of young people were as- 
sembled at the master's house, he and An- 
nette Essipoff were always the life of the ^ 
party^ entering into the spirit of the games 
with childlike enjoyment. Paderewski 
would sometimes laugh so heartily that, 
through sheer exhaustion, he would sit 
down on the floor, and with no symptom of 
embarrassment at his undignified position. ^ 
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Since he hss made a fortune; he has 
abundantly proved to the world that 
sympathy and great-heartedness, known 
only to his friends in the days of his pov- 
erty. Walking along Wâhringer Strasse 
one evening, I noticed Paderewski stand- 
ing before an open booth, and was sur- 
prised to see him purchase a Christmas 
tree gaily decorated with pink paper roses 
and shining green leaves, a box of sweet- 
meatS; and a quantity of toys. Corning 
closer, the mystery was solved. Two small 
ragamuffins, standing with legs far apart, 
hands deep in pockets, silent but for an 
awkward, inarticulate gratitude expressed 
on their faces, were to be the récipients. 
Paderewski explained that the hungry- 
eyed urchins staring at a prospérons 
housewife making her Christmas pur- 
chases had been too much for his stoicism. 
And how many are the other instances of 
generosity in small things and in great ! 

Paderewski studied continuously in Vi- 
enna for two years. He received lessons 
from Mme. Essipoff and many from 
Leschetizky himself. Thèse he took ir- 
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regolarly, sometimes one a week^ some- 
times twO; and generally in the evening 
from seven to nine o'clock. After teach- 
ing for a year in Strassborg, he came back 
to y ienna for another season ; but his les- 
sons were interrupted by his concert 
engagements in Paris^ Germany^ and 
Switzerland. 

In 18 87, on the 4th of March^ Lesche- 
tizky terminatêd his virtuose career at 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, playing £Ee" E 
flat Concerto by Beethoven under the 
direction of Desshof. This concert, the 
last of the long list of public appear- 
ances, has remained indelibly fixed in his 
memory. He had made up hismind to 
retire and dévote himself entirely to teajch- 
ing, and the décision must hâve been a 
painful one. He himself says that he was 
saddened by the thought of abandoning 
the excitement of concert-giving and the 
applause of the public, so dear to every 
artist. He relates a little expérience con- 
nected with this last appearance. After 
the recalls and the congratulations of the 
musicians, declining their urgent invita- 
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tion to supper, he slipped out by a side 
entrance, intending to join Desshof at a 
modest restaurant and go over with him 
alone the events of the evening. Well 
wrapped in his furs, he mixed with the 
orchestra-players and others who stood in 
an ill-lighted passage, discussing the inter- 
prétation. The Teuton eannot be assailed 
with impunity in his fortress of the always 
has been, and loud were the clamors 
against a reading that might be artistic, 
might be beautifol, but Beethoven— never ! 
Some few, indeed, dared to wax enthusiastic 
over the unusual but soulful interpréta- 
tion. Hère a t.btst was fiieedom from pe- 
dantry, hère was the true spirit .ûf..the 
master ! But the opposition was not to be 
so^ëasiiy convineed, and Théodore, amused 
and interested, listened in silence till, un- 
able longer to resist the temptation of 
breaking through his incognito, he burst 
in with : "Right y ou are, gentlemen— ) 
Leschetizky is no Beethoven-player." 

Mme. EssipoÔ's high culture, intellect, 
and warm personality won me, as they 
did many others ] despite the différence 
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in onr years^ we became so intimate that 
we reciprocally used the familiar du. She 
^vc hersclf without reserve to lier 
friends ; on the other hand, she made no 
effort whatever to be agreeable to persons 
who did not appeal to her. I hâve never 
seen Annette Essipoff idle. When her 
hours of stndy were over, she bnsied herself 
with flAncy work of a kind pecnliarly her 
own. Shecomposedherownsketches^exe- 
cuting them partly in embroidery, partly 
in painting. She loved to decorate porce- 
lain ; and hère, also, she had her sx>ecial 
style, very délicate and perfect in détail. 
She wsus fall of delightfnl contrasts : an 
artist and a woman of the world ] serions 
and witty ; interested in science and de- 
voted to childlike games. She was fond 
of entertaining, and, when at home, the 
villa on Karl Ludwig Strasse was always 
hospitably gay. She loved to see yonng 
people dance, and played dance music won- 
derfnlly. Her improvisations, alone or 
with Paderewski at another piano, were so 
beantiftil that they made one wish not to 
dance at ail; bnt rather to sit by and listeu. 
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I remember a performance of Haydn's 
"Kinder Symphonie" arrangea by Essi- 
poff. Bhe herself played a wooden clap- 
per^ I a pasteboard flute^ Paderewski at 
the piano and one violin being the only 
serions instruments. Notwithstanding the 
pecnliar combination^ our audience was 
kind enongh to enjoy the performance; 
we were even asked to repeat it some 
time later. 

I once asked Essipoff how she managed 
to play with such tiny hands, and she an- 
swered that they served her perfectly, that 
larger would be cnmbersome. Her hand 
was strong and nervons, but neither soft 
nor whitC; like so many aristocratie hands 
that hâve never donc anything for hn- 
manity. Baised slightly above the key- 
board prepared to grasp a chord, it 
strangely reminded me of an eagle's claw. 

We can ail testify to her phenomenally 
qnick and retentive memory. On her con- 
cert tours she never carried a sheet of 
music with her. On one occasion she was 
to accompany Gregorowicz, who, as a 
childy spent a winter with the Lesche- 
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tizkys. At the last moment the piano 
part was nowhere to be fonnd ; but An- 
nette, who in the previons year had casn- 
ally accompanied the boy in this number 
(a Wienawski concerto), sat down and 
played it perfectly from memory. 

Over and above ail her mental gifts, she 
is a gênerons, frank, impulsive woman, one 
made, as it were, to radiate happiness. 
Nevertheless, her union with Leschetizky 
is only another proof that marriages be- 
tween artists are seldom happy. In 1892 
Leschetizky and Essipoff were divorced, 
the latter returning to St Petersburg, 
where she busied herself with teaching and 
prexMiring herself for further concert tours. 
^ in 1894 Leschetizky married my sister 
JEugénie (née de Benislawski). 



I 



CHAPTER Xin 

Last meeting of Bubinstein and Lesclietizky— Babln- 
stein'8 Cydns ai Vienna in 1894— Leschetizky's yiews on 
life, art, and religion — His love for animais- TKhai- 
kowsky and the white kitten — Minkns and Schfltt 
—Cari Goldmark and the " Qneen of Sheba." 

TT7HEN Rubinstein gave his Cyclus at 
▼ f Vienna in 1894, a number of stn- 
dents had been nnable to procure tickets, 
the honse having been sold ont long 
before the date of the concerts. Lesche- 
tizky was grieved that his pupils shonld 
be deprived of so great an opportnnity, 
and mentioned the circmnstance to Ru- 
binstein, who generously offered to give 
a private concert for their benefit. 
The aftemoon of the 15th of April was 
fixed upon, and elaborate préparations 
were made at the villa on Karl Ludwig 
Strasse. As I look back a charming pic- 
ture présents itself : the large drawing- 
269 
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room deoorated with flowers, the grand 
piano oovered with wreaths^ the young 
people gaily dressed in light colors, carry- 
ing bouquets loosely tied with white rib- 
bon, and filled with joyons eagemess to 
meet the hero of their chosen instrument. 
Mr. Albert Gutman^ Bosenthal, Orûnfeld, 
Bchutty and other artists, besides a few in- 
timâtes, were also présent Kubinstein ar- 
riyedpromptlyattwelveo'clock. Btrange 
to relate, he seemed nervous, and retired to 
Theodore's private sitting-room to recover 
his equilibrium. Leaning back in an 
arm-chair, a cigarette in his mouth, the 
vétéran yirtuoso confided his feelings to 
his friend. "Do you know, my dear Théo- 
dore, I am quite anxious. This is not like 
an ordinary concert, where there is no- 
thing to do but to go out and play for an 
audience. Ail thèse embryo artists are 
surer than I. There is no denying it : if 
my memory plays me fàlse, I shall be un- 
able to cover it up ; and you know how 
many blunders I make even in my own 
compositions." 
When Bubinstein stood on the threshold 
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of the drawing-room, the audience rose to 
greet him and a shower of flowers fell at 
liis feet, so that a fragrant carpet was 
spread from the door to the piano. Per- 
haps this was done by preconcerted ar- 
rangement ; nevertheless, I believe it was 
the spontaneous impulse of those young 
hearts. Touched by the unusual ovation, 
Rubinstein opened with an improvisation 
in hisown léonine style. Then he began to 
play one pièce after another as suggestions 
came from the listeners. Only one who has 
heard Rubinstein and can remember that 
velvet touch transforming the soulless 
piano into a thing of life, that wonderf al 
sonority, that sorrow-burdened, heaven- 
soaring tone, that grandiose delivery 
which made technical faults themselves 
msyestic, can form an idea of the effect 
produced on the impressionable young 
disciples of art sitting spellbound around 
him. Rubinstein was at his best, and what 
witchery in those short, heavy fingers, 
what strength in the massive, destiny-de- 
fying brow ! When it was over, I think no 
one realized that two hours had gone by. 
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He was to leave Yienna in the evening, 
and a second ovation awaited him at the 
station. The enthnsiastic audience had 
separated only on condition of meeting 
once more to do him honor. Lesche- 
tizky's i>arting with Bubinstein was made 
donbly sad by a presentiment^ alas ! too 
soon to hâve its folfilment. They never 
met again. Bubinstein died in November 
of that year. 

Leschetizky says that Bubinstein was 
the greatestpianist that everlived. How- 
ever numerous, at times, his technical in- 
accuraoiesy his impressiveness wsus never 
lessened. The intensity of his expression 
was greater than his own playing, if I may 
be allowed such a paradox; and above 
everything, he had, in Leschetizky's 
words^ <^a magie ail his own^ an art leamed 
from no man." 

Leschetizky has never been a great pa- 
triot : in him^ cosmopolitanism has smo- 
thered the love of country. In gênerai he 
has little good to say of Poles^ maintaining 
that they are underhanded and ungrate- 
fol 5 indeed, without being able to advance 
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any plausible argument in support of his 
suspicionSi he views ail his countrymen 
with more or less distrust. He has be- 
Gome a Hungarian subject. In order to 
marry Essipoff he left the Catholic Church, 
because^ by its laws, as a divoreed man he 
was debarred from remarrying. Speaking 
of the most poetic of religions, he says : 
^^It is the best suited to an artistic nature. 
Christ's majestic doctrine leads the soûl 
into higher paths and ennobles it; but 
men with their flnite reasoning, so weak 
compared with the greatness of tnith, 
hâve marred the beauty of religion. I 
became a Protestant ; but the dry forms 
and austère pedantry of this belief are 
antipathetic to me. Eevolted by the 
puerilities of worship, but filled with 
adoration for the Creator and admiration 
for the création, I am forced to a sort of 
natural religion. 

"The Catholic Church has always been 
the best fiiend of the arts and sciences. 
She it was who inspired the great painters, 
developing idealism in art and ennobling 
the créations of their imagination. 
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'^Seeking beaaty more in the human 
form and less in ihe expression of the sonl, 
scnlptnre bas profited less than painting. 
To her x>agan snbjects hâve been more nse- 
foL As far as history and science are 
concemedy we owe mncb to monastic 
chronicles." 

Leschetizky adds that mnsic àbo owes 
her developmentinmany ways to the pro- 
tection and encouragement of the Catholic 
Church. Snch is Leschetizky's religion. 

His genios is not confined to mnsic. 
Wide traveling and lifelong cosmopolitan 
associations bave ox>ened many avenues in 
his mindy and not only painting^ of which 
he is a connoissenf, but poetry, history, 
and iK)litics are to him as prenant of 
meaning as the art to which he bas de- 
voted bis best énergies. The problems 
of the day touch him as dosely as the dé- 
tails of his daily life. Liberal-minded, he 
judges every one on his own merits, while 
his essentially démocratie spirit leads him 
to inveigh bitterly against the traditional 
injustice of despotism. A true friend, he 
can always be counted on, and his gêner- 
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ous sympathy has led many a weary heart 
to confide in him. His j^arse opens read- 
ilyJ2iJt)elialf of those of his gHted pupils 
whose personality appeals to him; and 
he cornes to their assistance in the most 
unostentatious manner^ often assnming | 
part or even the whole of their expenses V 
without revealing his identity as benefEic- 
tor, and relieving their necessities with 
the greatest delicacy and thoughtfnlness 
of détail. Nor is his willingness to fdmish 
financial support limited to his own pnpiK 
I hâve known him to pay tuition for a 
gifted young violinist and to ofFer to main- 
tain a talented painter for two[years in 
Munich. And whatever he does in this 
Une costs him absolntely no effort ; he does 
it ail as he might offer a cigarette; only 
with infinitely greater pleasure to himself. 
And speaking of cigarettes reminds me of' 
his delight in giving cigars or cigar- 
ettes to the Ischl peasantS; who would 
never think of purchasing thèse Inxuries 
for themselves, but who, neverthelesS; 
enjoy smoking as much as any one else, 
and keenly appreciàte the gift; perhaps 
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still more the conrtesy of the gîvcrj I 
jhave oever heard Leschetizky speak 
' harshly to his servants or to any one in a 
dépendent x>osition. At Ischl he is be- 
loved by ail the conntry people of the 
neighborhood, and by the children, whom 
Tepeated expérience has tanght to expect 
a yearly picnic at the Villa Picoola^ where, 
nnder the ey e of their white-haired Mend, 
ihey danoe and romp on the well-kept 
lawn, and enjoy a feast of chocolaté^ cake, 
and &ncy gingerbread, remaining till 
evening and carrying a bright meniôry 
into their prosaic little lives ! 

Leschetizky is sensitive and e^Xlj 
offended at any fancied neglect of himself 
or his concems. On the other hand, the 
slightest proof of affectionate interest 
touches him deeply. 

He is a great lover of animais and in- 
terested in the snbject of zoôlogy. He 
owns the twelve volumes of Brehm's Nat- 
nral History, and can often be fonnd in his 
studio, seated in an arm-chair, absorbed in 
this fliscinating work. I hâve alreàdy 
spoken of Ajaz, the handsome Newfound- 




The master and his dog Solo 
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landy his favorite companion in St Peters- 
bnrg. Ajaxhashadmanysaccessorsdown 
to the présent incombent, Solo, well 
known to the Leschetizky elass, and often 
held np to its members as a model of intel- 
ligent docility. 

His deep interest in dnmb créatures i^ 
one of Leschetizky's conspicnons traits. 
At the post-office one day he noticed a^ 
monkey sent by mail, for some time nnre- 
deemed and qnartered at the station 
where he was made mach of by the em- 
ployées, whom he entertained by his in- 
telligence and pranks. The little animal 
was very much at home, and the post-office 
officiab amused themselves sending him 
from one to another with a pencil or 
oiher small object, the sagacions quadm- 
man always faithfnlly delivering it to the 
proi)er person. Théodore immediately 
desired to purchase him, bat was told that 
he would be for sale only if unredeemed 
at the end of two weeks, when he would 
be sold to the first bidder. It is charac- 
teristic of Leschetizky that he went again 
and again to the post-office to see his pet, 

17 
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and with the la5t day of the monkey's dé- 
tention he was there àhead of the set time. 
Oreat was his disappointment at seeing 
the little animal in the arms of a man 
who proved to be the rightfol owner. He 
was a dealer in small animais, who will- 
ingly parted with his monkey for twenty- 
five florins. Théodore was not to enjoy 
his new friend long. Ck>nsamption carried 
off the little créature ; and thongh this 
death occnrred seventeen years ago, my 
brother-in-law still speaks of it 

I hâve had occasion to observe a love for 
animais in other great men— among them 
Tschalkowsky, who, while we were still 
living in Moscow, was a fréquent visitor 
of ours. Even as a wee girl I was fond 
oî singing, and I let my voice out freely 
wherever I happened to be, quite regard- 
less of visitors in the drawing-room. 
Ghandng to hear me on the stairs one day, 
Tschaikowsky asked who it was ^ and so it 
happened that I was brought down and 
made to sing for the génial composer. I 
had heard my sister play some of his piano 
pièces which appealed to my imagination. 
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and he won my heart immediately by 
praising my singing; so that I took Mm up 
to my school-room to show him my trea- 
sures, chief of which was a white Angora 
with her kittens. Tschaikowsky made 
further strides in my esteem by confiding 
to me that he had an aviary containing 
many^ many Canaries^ a hundred or more, 
I believe; and when he saw the furry 
babies, he expressed the wish to possess 
one. I had never parted from a kitten 
without tears, but I gave my prettiest to 
Tschaikowsky with pride and full confi- 
dence 5 and I can remember how tenderly 
he picked up the little thing and carried 
it oflFin the pocket of his overcoat, the tiny 
white head and astonished blue eyes peer- 
ing ont from the dark fiir-lined opening. 
Bubinstein, also, was fond of cats ; and bs 
for Leschetizky, his sympathy for the an- 
imal kingdom extends to every living 
thing, even bats. 

The hospitalitj^of the Pôles is pro- 
verbial, and Leschetizky is a good expo-\ 
nent of this most charming of our national ^ 
traits. Every guest is made to feel per- 
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fecUy welcome. Gsdlers are freqnently 
detained for dinner, and after the bi- 
monthly semi-pnblic ^^dass" firom twenty 
to twenty-fiye peisons are al ways expected 
to remain for supjier. And it is a pleas- 
ant mealy for the master's brilliant wit, 
the présence of the eamest embryo 
artists, often of their àb*eady lanrel 
crowned colleagnes^ not to speak of the 
good things for whlch the villa on Karl 
LudwigStrasseisnoted. Afterward^while 
the master and some older friends wander 
to the billiard-room^ the yoonger gnests 
flock into the large studio, where light 
music, national and x>opalar songs of àll 
coantriesy and dancing give the necessary 
relaxation to yonng nenres often on too 
severe a strain. Leschetizky has never 
lost the habits acqnired in Bussia, and his 
excellent constitution and vivacions tem- 
pérament hâve no qnarrel with gaieties 
prolonged far into the night. 

Among Leschetizky's intimâtes, few are 
more thonght of than the génial composer 
Minkns. He has rented the third floor of 
the villa on Karl Lndwig Strasse, and 
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takes his meals at my sister's table^ where 
his fine wit and délicate tact are important 
éléments of enjoyment for ail. I hâve 
often been qaestioned by strangers con- 
cerning the distinguished-looking white- 
haired gentleman with the bright eyes 
shining throagh gold-rimmed spectacles^ 
the scanty locks and beard of old-fashioned 
eut, who listens at the "class" meetings 
with the appréciation of a connoisseur. 
M. Minkus is very quiet in manner, and so 
retiring that few people think of him as the 
author of the exquisite ballet music which 
is so much in yogue, especially in Bussia. 
Then there is the sympathetic composer 
Schûtt, whose playing and compositions 
hâve contributed largely to the pleasure 
of Vienna's musical public, and who under- 
stands so thoroughly the art of writing 
gracefully for the piano. Eulogy would 
be superfluous; his réputation is wide- 
spread ; and I believe that I can safely say 
that he shares Poldini's laurels as the 
most popular writer of piano pièces of a 
style essentially modem but without the 
taint of degeneracy. Like Leschetizky's, 
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the Schutt comiK)5itioiis hâve, besides in- 
trinsic value, the merit of being so piams- 
tically constmcted as to make their per- 
formance a gratefiil task for the pianist 

Schutt's constant good hnmor, bis vola- 
tile tempérament and absolnte lack of the 
blasé qnality, and bis childlike enjoyment 
of a joke, make him an interesting and 
charming companion. Of a Hambnig 
family establisbed in St. Petersbnrg, he 
received bis musical éducation in Leipzig 
under Beinecke, and in Yienna under 
Ijescbetizky and Navratil. Theodore's 
daugbter, Mme. Dolinin, whose success in 
voice-training is f nlly demonstrated in ber 
busband and pupil Eugen Dolinin, so 
eminent in lyric opera^ and the master's 
balf-sisters Mmes. Demmel and Dunzen- 
dorff, are also often to be met with at bis 
fireside. Anotber of Lescbetizky's firiends 
is Cari Ooldmark j tbougb we see little of 
him because of bis love for Gmunden, 
where the poetic tranquillity of the sur- 
roundings and beauty of the lake bave the 
attraction of inspiration for him. I bave 
met him, bowever^ a number of times in 



CAEL GOLDMARK 285 

Karl Ludwig StrassC; and hâve been im- 
pressed by the charming simplicity of his 
speech; his pleasing voicC; the candor of 
his fine brown eyes, and that indescribable 
youth in his walk and manner which belies 
the stooped shonlders and white hadr. 
One day he was telling Leschetizky an 
anecdote which indicates a modesty per- 
haps not often found in artists^ but cer- 
tainly conspicnons in him. In support of 
his theory that composers hâve many op- 
portunities to reflect on their own real 
unimportance^ Goldmark said: ^^When 
my opéra the ^Queen of Sheba' had been 
given in Budapest with enonnous suc- 
cesS; I could not repress a certain feeling 
of vainglory— a lurking consciousness of 
being somebody. My friends saw me off 
at the station^ and gave me quite an ova- 
tion. The large laurel wreaths I had re- 
ceived were carried in procession behind 
mC; and the enthusiastic Hungarians fol- 
io wed crying hurrah I As I stepped into 
the compartment I noticed a young girl 
sitting near the opposite window. In the 
bottom of my heart I was glad that she 
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mnst be aware that her traveling-oompan- 
ion was a made-much-of man. As the 
train moyed ont I took note of her fea- 
tores, and, to my great satisfiM^tion, dis- 
covered that shc was very prctty and rc- 
tiring. In order to open np conversation, 
I asked her {permission to raise the win- 
dow. She assented by an aflKrmatiye nod. 
I proceeded to inqoire if a cigar wonld be 
annoying. Another nod--nothing more. 
Not to be frustrated in my design, I 
broached the fine-weather question— but 
with poor suoœss. She looked straight 
before her without y ouchsafing so much as 
a motion of her dainty head. My self-loy e 
was wounded, and seeing that she was 
determined not to speak, I resolyed to be 
revenged and ceased looking at her. The 
train was speeding along. It was an ex- 
press to Yienna. One station after another 
was left behind, and I settled back com- 
fortably to the perusal of my paper. Ail 
of a sudden, after a stop, the young 
lady uttered a sharp cry and breathlessly 
asked if we were not leavlng Marchegg ! 
^'Here 'smy turn,"thoughtI,andaQSwered 
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I 

by an affirmative nod. ^Dear me, dcar 

me!' lamented the poor girl. ^Ishould 

hâve changed cars for Briinn ; my parents 

I are coming to meet me there ' ; and her 

r eyes filled with tears, wWch of course went 

straight to my stony heart and changed it 

into a thing of wax. 'Come, come/ I 

began; ^we can telegraph your parents.' 

I Then, sonring a little at the recollection 

i of her préviens indifférence, ^If you had 

I been willing to talk to me, this wonld not 

I hâve happened 5 1 wonld hâve wamed yon 

of onr arrivai at Marchegg.' But seeing 

her lip tremble, I softened again. ' There 

' is no need to worry. When we reach Vi- 

enna we can take a cab and drive to the 

I other station, where yon can get a train 

which will take you to Briinn in a little 

I while.' At that moment I was again 

: seized with a désire to reveal myself, so 

I continued : ^ And that you may know with 

whom you are dealing, allow me to présent 

myself. I am Cari Goldmark, composer 

> ofthe"QueenofSheba."' Theyounglady 

rose, a charming smile chasing away her 

tears, and making a respectful curtsy, 
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she said, '80, then, yon hâve a place at 
oDort!' Herinnooeiitaiiswcrshoiredme 
wbat small iMytatocs I am, after aU. She 
had nerer heard of me or my open^ and, 
Tagndy reminisoent of the scriptoTal 
qneeii, poasibly beliered her to be still 
traveliiig^ taldiig me for a member of her 
suite. NoWy whenever I feel Tanity get- 
ting the npper hand, I recaU the Utile 
incideiit" 
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I Leschetkky'B enthmiasm for ihe works of Beethoten 

MendelMohn, and Chopin — He inclines to the mwdèm 
school— How be first played "Cavalleria Bnsticana'* 

— Le8chetizky*B tenadons musical memory— His power 
. of mimicry — The Leschetizky method of piano-playing 
j — His idioqmcrasiesas a teacher— MiecioHorssowski 

— Some of ihe most famons Leschetizky papils— 
Paderewski's réception at Vienna in 1901 — His tribate 
to Leschetizky. 

IESCHETIZKY is averse to playing 
i when învited to the honses of friends ; 
but at home or when he visits me he is 
very amiable, playing even for dancing, 
b improvising slow, langaorons waltzes, 

' merging them snddenly into a fiery, pas- 

sionate movement or a delightfal joke, 
appredated by ail ; for the éloquent face 
I expresses as much as the characteristic 

i playing. He loves cards and biUiards, 

> and in thèse favorite récréations finds 

complète relaxation. 
He composes chiefly at Ischl, and in 
289 
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. listening to his rendering of his composi- 
tions I hâve often wondered at the beanti- 
fol, smooth technique, nnaooonntable in 
one who never practises. In latter jesas 
he seems to hâve changed his style. AI- 
ways rich in melody and spontaneons 
hannony, he has lately devoted more 
attention to characteristic connteipoint. 
He is a dev ont admirer of the classics. I 
hâve heard him grow enthnsiastic over 
compositions by Beethoven, Mendelssohn, 
Chopin, as thongh he were only jnst be- 
coming acqnainted with them. He be- 
lieves that the stndy of the older school is 
the fonndation of mnsicianship in piano- 
playing ; bnt he is not what might i>er- 
haps be termed an ingrained dassicist, 
whose sympathies can not extend to con- 
temx>orary composers. In âust, I may say 
that he inclines toward the modem school 
—bnt modem only in so &r s^ beantifol 
and free from the d^enerac^ wHcE has 
spread its contagion so wide and, as he 
says, so deeply taints the work of writers 
who, withont talent, probably hope to 
impress by the mère force of ngliness. 
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"How disastrous for art! How dare 
they f " roars the master ; and he daws his 
beard in indignation at the pemsal of \ 
many new manuscripts imposed on his 
good nature by yonthfùl writers. 

As for new works of real merit, he halls 

them with eager interest. When Mas- 

cagni's '^Cavalleria Busticana" made its 

appearance he was most anxions to be- 

corne acquainted with it, and he ànd 

Schûtt sent to Milan for the score. It was 

to arrive on a certain day, and in the even- 

ing Théodore hastened into the city to see 

if it had corne. The mnsic was sent up to 

the Hôtel Elizabeth, where Leschetizky 

and Bchiitt were taking supper. It came 

rather late ; and as after ten o'dock piano- 

' playing is forbidden in Yienna, the two 

» friendS; whose impatience could not con- 

template wadting nntil morning^ hastily 

irulled a cab and drove ont to the villa in 

"'Vâhring, where they sat up ail night 

î Studying the work. It was due to Les- 

f chetizky's activity that it was put on at 

' the Vienna Opéra during the course of 

that same year^ and performed under 
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the eomposer's diiectioii, amid great en- 

Of Leschetizky's tenacions musical mem- 
017 mnch might be said. As an illnstia- 
tion : When Bnbinstein's now oelebiated B 
flat Trio first made its appearanoe^ Théo- 
dore impreasedby the beanty of hisfiiend's 
worky immediately leamed it and played 
it publicly in 8t. Petersbnrg with Wienaw- 
AiandDavidoSl Borne fifteenyearslater, 
withont preliminary restndying, he gave 
it in Yienna with Engene Tsaye and the 
oèllist Hekking ; and twenty years after 
that, withont reheaisal, withont even look- 
ing over the notes^ he performed it wiOi 
Hekking and the promising yonng yiolin- 
ist Wittenberg, the passages eoming to his 
fingers as thongh he had had them in 
piactioe for weeks. 

Dnrîng the camival Leschetizky loves 
to take his wife to banqnets and balls, es- 
pecially mask-balls, of which he is very 
fond ; for he is old only in years^ as his 
bright ejeSy elastic gait^ and snnny smUe 
attest HisheadisalitUebowed^bnthis 
shonlders are strangely yonng. I hâve 
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known him for nineteen years, and hâve 
noticed no cliange in him. He has ene- 
mies j but I believe that every one meet- 
ing Mm snccnmbs to his charm^ especially 
those who are previously prejudiced 
against him. He has.a snrprising talent 
for mimicry. î hâve seen him personate 
a Polish Jew^ assmning the &cial charac- 
teristics with such perfection that I myself 
spentsome time in conversation with him 
before discovering the travesty. 

Sp.eal:ing. of his personal -traits^ J! must 
mention a little weakness of his— an inor- 
dinate attachment for certain inanimate 
objects : ^ pencil yhich he insists brings 
him ideas and which he will not allow any 
one else to use ; certain articles of wearing 
apparel which he cannot be prevailed 
npon to relinquish even when worn to 
shabbiness. And to his personal opinion 
he holdS; against ail conviction^ with a 
tenacity really unworthy of his own broad- 
mindedness. Notwithstanding his vanity^ 
it is difficnlt to make Leschetizky talk 
about himself, bs I fonnd to my cost at the 
time I was collecting material for thèse 
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memoirs ; for it was sometimes only after 
hoois of effort, and often far into ihe 
mghty before I snoceeded in pntUng him 
in a rétrospective moocL It mnst be con- 
oeded that in this respect he differs from 
most men who hâve eiyoyed the &yors of 
celebrity. 

A great i>art of what has been said and 
written abont the so-called Leschetizky 
method bas been withont bis consent or 
^prQvaL-^ Speaiking of the method him- 
self; ^e saysi ^'It can easily be described 
in half a page, bnt it wonld take volumes 
to give any idea of it." As fiur as the posi- 
tion of the hand is conoemed, it offers no- 
thingstrikingly differentfron^ the oommon 
practioe of modem virtuosi^à î^ther low, 
pliable wrist, bigh knuckles, cnrved An- 
gers with firm tips, light thnmb, and accn- 
rate prei>aratîon in advance of ail single 
tones, octaves, chords, etc. ThejBeooliar 
excellence of bis teaching con^sts, I be- 
lieve, in the absolute obédience^ the con- 
centration of mind and pnrpose not only 
demanded bnt actnally obtained firom 
every pnpil, the minute attention to de- 
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tail and the patient réitération of sug- 
gestion. The assislants, at présent four" 
in number, prépare the ground, and the 
master's lesson is valuable chiefly, perhaps, 
becanse he dévotes his energy to each ac- 
cepted pupil doring his allotted time as 
though he were alone in the class. No 
one can in justice rank him with those 
whO; yiewing the lesson from a commercial 
rather than from an artistic or philan- 
thropie standpoint, too indolent to exact 
from each pupil his best, allow mistakes 
to go by uncorrected and dismiss the of- 
fender with a smile. lAnd further, his 
strength lies in his careful study of, and 
respect foi^, each individuality) in his 
intuitive knowledge of every student's 
faultSy and in his unerring hand in the 
application of proper remédies, p A cer- 
tain despotism, an irritability at times 
finding vent in cutting sarcasm, is not 
without value. To be entirely candid, I 
must admit that my brother-in-law is not 
always impartial, and that when he con- 
ceives an aversion he will do or say any- 
thing to justify it. Certain personalities 

18 
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alfeet him pleasantly, otheis nnpleasantly, 
and in (be latter case master aad pnpil are 
both Tictims. On the other hand^ his 
methods find their justification in the ne- 

. oessity, or at least expediency, of trying 
tlie pnpil's métal ; for, as he lias said, ''U 
ihcy cannot bear with me, how will ihey 
fiioe ihe worldY" And as the striking 
of steel on stone brings forth the spark, so 
his apparently nnjnitigated severity often 
peremptorily caUs forth what might other- 
wise remain latent f orever. Lesdietizky's 
kindnesis never d^enerates; he encour- 
ages no fihlse hopes; his dearly^ bonght 

r 4yprohft>ion.îs.always sinfieie* He reoog- 
nizes and acknowledges the good in each 
pnpil, endeavors to develop it and point 
ont its proper sphère of action; bnt^ 
believing that an important clément of 
strength lies in self-knowledge, he does not 
shrink from the dnty of merdlessly reveal- 
ing to each his limitations. 

' Leschetizky's is primarily a school of 

yirtnosity ; brilliancy, velocity, anthorita- 

tive rhythmsy and ail specially pianistic 

, effects are chiefly insisted uiK)n. He once 
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remarked to me that the pianist's art is ' 
akin to the actor's : the piano should be 
used declamatorily ; the pîanist must 
speak. 

He^jgenerally gives but three lessons a ^ 
day } and though he begîns shortly after 
noon, the four-o'clock dinner-hour usnally 
finds him still teaching. Any invisible 
eavesdropper is forced to smothered 
langhter at Herr Professor's sallies, oftcn 
of too Personal and stinging a nature to 
amnse the victim, but always to the point 
and fnll of wit. And it is interesting to 
foUow the apt comparisons, the plastic 
explanations and the exciting litUe drama 
enacted in the studio— the lightning- 
flasheSy the often hssty retreat of the un- 
fortunate pupil^ the thundering rage of 
the old man, so quickly soothed; and so 
prompt to regret his harshnesS; which he 
often expiâtes by a sleepless night of re« , 
1 morse. The |)upik' waiting-room, its walls / 

V decorated with autographs and pictures of ^ 

. famous artists and other great personages l 

I of the century, is suggestively called the i 

> Caïamber of Tortures. There the pupiV 
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gather and discnss their expériences with 
the master, often^ I fear^ to their own de- 
straction; for a morbidly exaggerated 
account of stndio scènes is not an effîca- 
cious nerve steadier or a good préparation 
for an acknowledgedly severe ordeaL 

Leschetizky rises late^ and, when lie has 
break&stèdy nsually asks what pnpils are 
comingthatday. Itisalwayseasytoread 
on his face JQSt how he feels toward those 
ezpeeted. Sometimes^forpersonalreasons 
or on acconnt of récent bad lessons, he is 
so averse to seeing certain students that 
my sister^ who attends to ail detaib of the 
schooly is obliged to replace the disgraced 
ones by others from the always long wait- 
ing list And hère I must remark that 
my sister's rôle in the school is a very im- 
portant one and involves many and divers 
djcities. How often has she been both con- 
fidant and go-between! And those no 
longer in favor dépend upon her protec- 
tion and believe that throngh her only 
they may obtain another trial. Her nni- 
formly kind réception of despairing pnpils 
and her gentle "Well, what is itt " are in 




Mme. Leschetizky. 
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themselves snfficient to rekindle hope. 
Then she has an interview with the out- 
raged master^ and^ immediately after^ a 
litUe note of advice and enconragement is 
sent to the delinquent anxiously awaiting 
his fate in the often dreary surronndings 
of his stndent room. 

Thfi Lesjehçtizky "class," I am told, has 
acqnired a name in pianistic circles of both 
hémisphères. It is a meeting^of the school 
to which a nmnber of intimate friends and 
any artists passing throngh Vienna are 
invited. The class meeting is eagerly 
looked forward to, especially by those who 
are to make np the audience. As for the 
prospective performers themselves, their 
pleasant anticipations are franght with a 
certain nervons appréhension; for the 
master's moods are variable and not to be 
relied upon. 

Nor are thèse secret misgivings without 
warrant in painfnl précédents, when were 
enacted scènes to which no one conld re- 
main stolidly indiffèrent, but which for- 
tunately hâve their redeeming counter- 
part in other classes, that must, I 
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tfainky remam cherished memories for alL 
I hâve assisted at many of thèse meetmgS; 
and hâve enjoyed the playing of yirtaosi 
firom the school^ who after tooring in for- 
eign landsy still esteem it a privilège to 
appear at the dass, of other artists linked 
to the master by the ties of Mendship only, 
and also the often charmlng i>erformances 
of the "litUe ones " of the school. Three 
of thèse, no longer litQe ones, are already 
far along on the road to fiEune. There is a 
fonrth, still almost a baby, who holds the 
palm among his classmates, and ail nnite 
in predicting great things for him. A dis- 
tingnished Gferman critic has termed him 
the Mozart of the day. The fntnre will 
show. At présent he is a WtmderJdnd of 
high order. Miecio Horszowski's playing 
and compositions hâve already ezcited the 
most favorable criticism, not only in Vi- 
enna bnt in other cities of Austria and 
Qcrmany. It iswonderfcQ to see the 
chnbby hands do so easily what his older 
companions mnst work hard to attain, bnt 
still more wonderfal to note the matnred 
conception and ânished x>erformance ; and 
one mnst look hard at the tiny figure with 
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the blond locks shading the eamest litUe 
face to keep before one the flEu^t that a 
child is doing it ail, and not an elfin child, 
but a normal^ healthy little boy who en- 
joys nature as he does bis books^ his games 
as he does his music. 

As I hâve intîmated, the classes are 
semi-public lessons. At one of thèse 
events during the winter of 1902 I noticed 
a stately lady among the guests^ a hand- 
some fikce crowned by a mass of gray hair. 
She was leading a little girl by the hand. 
Her meeting with the master recalled 
mutual tender souvenirs. They had not 
seeneachanothersincel852. The old lady 
is the original of the sweet portrait seen 
on the walls of the Villa Piccola^ the "rav- 

ishing Flora 8 ." She was bringing 

her granddaughter to place her under 
Leschetizky's instruction. 

Leschetizky so enters into everything 
his pupib play that he.cannot endure the 
strain of attending a concert in which they 
take part, but remains at home, sending 
his wife, who must fiaithfully report every 
détail of the performance. 

I believe it is hardly necessary to state 
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Uiat he has had as pitpib fhe most distiii- 
gnisbed talent from ail parts of the world* 
Many hâve beoome odebiated pédagogues 
in difEerent eonntries^ and only to mention 
tbe names of Essipofl^ Fanny Bloomfield 
Zeisler, Stepanof^ Wienkowska^ Hope- 
Urke, Siereking, Schntty Faderewsld, Sli- 
vinsîki, and the three rising stars Gabrilo- 
witsch, Hambourg, and Schnabl issnfficient 
testimonythathehasformedvirtnosi. The 
eminent VarbereUer Mme. Malwine Biée 
and the Franlein Yalle Hanson, Prentner, 
and Jahn hâve attained a more than na- 
tional lepntatîonj and I may say that 
the Leschetizky school, gronping aronnd 
its vénérable head, is a matter of interest 
to the entire pianistic world. A beantifdl 
spirit of comradery animâtes the higher 
ranks of the master's pupils of ail nation- 
alities, those already advanced on the high- 
way of celebrity demonstrating an interest 
in their yonnger and promising brethren, 
thèse looking np to their seniors with 
pride in their achieyements, confidence 
in their advice. 
Leschetizky loves his school, and during 
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the vacations he misses the lessons sadly. 
As long as a pupil remains nnder his influ- 
ence he exerts it for the good of his gên- 
erai development^ snggesting edncational 
plans to his parents^ and in every way in 
his iK)wer fostering the growth of bndding 
talent He delights in the visits of former 
pupils, inqnires affectionately as to their 
présent snccess and fdtore prospects, 
lavishly giving them of his time and 
oounsel. 

And long years of activity hâve not di- 
minished his vigor. Leschetizky is still a 
source of inspiration, a center of enthu- 
siasm, radiating to ail parts of the musical 
world. 

About the middle of November, 1901, 
Paderewski, who since his student days 
had not been heard in Vienna, gave two 
concerts in the impérial city. The oldest 
music-lovers maintain that not even Liszt 
in the zénith of his powers excited more 
enthusiasm. It was naturally very grati- 
fying to Ijeschetizky to note the tremen- 
dous impression made by one of his pupib, 
and in expressing his satisfaction he re- 
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marked that he was most happy to see 
ihat, wiih the natoral development of a 
stxongly marked artistic individuality, 
Fàderewski still remamed tme to the 
principles of the Leschetizky method, and 
that he avoided d^enerate eocentricity 
and those pianistic mannerisms that serve 
only to distract attention firom the mnsic to 
the i>erformer. The next day Paderewsld 
and Mme. Faderewskadined with nsat the 
Leschetizkys'. After dinner Paderewski 
rose and made a happy little speech, oon- 
dnding with : ^^My dear master, yesterday 
wasapronddayinmylîfe. Iwonldwill- 
ingly give ail my other snccesses for that 
one Word of commendation fix>m yon. 
Hiank yon once again for ail yon hâve 
donc for me. Thank yon a thonsand 
times." It was a tonching scène as Lesche- 
tizky with his sparkling eyes and snow- 
white hair beamed a bénédiction on Fftde- 
rewski, the hero of the honr, the great 
traveler come back to ns after nnmberless 
conqnests in f oreign lands to lay his lanrels 
at his master's feet 
After dinner little Horszowski, whom I 
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hare already alluded to^ came in^ for Pade- 
rewski had expressed a désire to hear ihe 
wonderfal cMld. Wiih characteristic gen- 
tie confidence^ so far removed from conceit^ 
Miecio sat down to ihe piano and played 
a nnmber of pièces, some of them original 
compositions, prelnding like asmall virtu- 
oso, and taking by storm the heart of the 
older artist, who canght Mm in his anus 
and hailed Mm as one destined to sMne 
among the great ones of onr glorions 
Poland. 
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